          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL

          8  PROTECTION

          9  -------------------------------x

         10

                            June 13, 2006

         11                 Start:  11:10 a.m.

                            Recess: 11:21 a.m.

         12

                            City Hall

         13                 Council Chamber

                            New York, New York

         14

         15       B E F O R E:

         16              JAMES GENNARO

                                           Chairperson,

         17

         18              COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Bill DeBlasio

                                            Oliver Koppell

         19                                 Domenic Recchia

                                            Kendall Stewart

         20                                 Peter Vallone, Jr.

                                            Melissa Mark-Viverito

         21                                 Andrew Lanza

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1  COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Good morning.

          3  I'm Council Member Jim Gennaro, Chair of the New

          4  York City Council Committee on Environmental

          5  Protection, and I welcome you all.

          6                 Today the Committee will vote on

          7  proposed Intro. 208-A, which is an amended version

          8  of Intro. No. 208, on which we held a hearing on

          9  April 25th of 2006.

         10                 Proposed Intro. 208-A applies certain

         11  fuel and technology exemptions and requirements to

         12  Department of Correction vehicles specially equipped

         13  for emergency response and for buses purchased for

         14  use by the Department of Correction is being acted

         15  on at the request of the Mayor.

         16                 Okay, you know what? Counsel to the

         17  Committee will read the rest of the statement. I'll

         18  come back. Let me recognize the members of the

         19  Committee that are here.

         20                 We are joined by Council Member

         21  Koppell of the Bronx, Council Member DeBlasio,

         22  Council Member Stewart, Council Member Vallone,

         23  Council Member Recchia.

         24                 And Counsel to the Committee, Donna

         25  DeCostanzo, will read the rest of the statement
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          2  because I just came from the eye doctor to get my

          3  eyeglasses fixed, I have all kinds of stuff in my

          4  eyes and I can barely see, and so we'll turn it over

          5  to Donna DeCostanzo, who will read the rest of the

          6  statement. And the Chair urges a yes vote on this

          7  bill.

          8                 MS. DeCOSTANZO: Under proposed Intro.

          9  No. 208-A, the Department of Correction vehicles

         10  that are specially equipped for emergency response

         11  would be added to the list of emergency response

         12  vehicles currently exempted from the Clean Vehicle

         13  Purchasing Requirements added by Local Law 38 of

         14  2005.

         15                 In addition, such Department of

         16  Correction vehicles, other than buses, be exempt

         17  from the requirements of Local Law 39 of 2005, which

         18  pertain to the use of ultra low sulfur diesel fuel

         19  in the use of emissions reduction technology by

         20  diesel-fuel powered vehicles.

         21                 Until June 30th, 2009, the Department

         22  of Correction would be exempted from the current

         23  requirement regarding the City's purchase of

         24  alternative fuel buses where the Commissioner of

         25  Correction makes a written determination that there
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          2  are no such buses available that meet the

          3  Department's needs regarding bus size, passenger

          4  capacity and security and where the Commissioner

          5  submits such determination to the Speaker of the

          6  Council within three business days.

          7                 The Department, however, would be

          8  subject to the requirement immediately after an

          9  alternative fuel bus that meets such needs becomes

         10  available, provided such bus does not cost more than

         11  50 percent more than other buses that meet the

         12  Department's needs.

         13                 The annual compliance report

         14  regarding the City's purchase of alternative fuel

         15  buses would be required to include detailed

         16  information pertaining to these exemptions until

         17  2010.

         18                 Proposed No. 208-A differs from

         19  Intro. No. 208 as follows:

         20                 First, a new sub-paragraph three is

         21  added to paragraph one, Subdivision D, of Section

         22  24-163.2 requiring the Commissioner to include in

         23  the annual compliance report regarding that section

         24  and any determination that no alternative fuel buses

         25  were available in the previous fiscal year that can
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          2  meet the Department's needs regarding bus size,

          3  passenger capacity and security, and the detailed

          4  analysis applied to support this conclusion, as well

          5  as a detailed cost analysis if Department of

          6  Correction has not purchased an alternative fuel bus

          7  that would meet these needs due to cost as

          8  determined by new paragraph three of subdivision G

          9  of Section 24-163.2.

         10                 In addition, paragraph three of

         11  subdivision G does not simply exempt the Department

         12  from the requirement of the Section, but instead

         13  requires the Commissioner of the Department to make

         14  a determination that there are no alternative fuel

         15  buses that meet the agency's needs for bus size

         16  passenger capacity and security prior to employing

         17  the exemption granted from Section 24-163.2, and

         18  such determination must be submitted to the Speaker

         19  of the City Council within three business days.

         20                 In addition, such exemption from

         21  Section 24-163.2 would terminate as soon as an

         22  alternative fuel bus that meets such needs of the

         23  Department becomes available, unless the only

         24  alternative fuel buses available costs more than 50

         25  percent more than other buses that meet such needs
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          2  of the Department.

          3                 Last, Section 5 of proposed Intro.

          4  No. 208-A now includes sunset provisions for

          5  subparagraph three of paragraph one, subdivision D

          6  of Section 24-163.2, which expires on the date that

          7  the report due January 1st, 2010 is submitted, and

          8  for paragraph three of subdivision G of Section

          9  24-163.2 which shall expire on June 30th, 2009.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you. Thank

         11  you, Donna.

         12                 And in common parlance really what we

         13  have here is a situation where we did the bill, the

         14  bill last year for the clean air City vehicles, and

         15  we created some consideration for vehicles that have

         16  to respond to emergencies.  During those discussions

         17  we left the Department of Correction out of the mix.

         18  Of course, they certainly do have vehicles that have

         19  to respond to emergencies. They have some bus

         20  requirements as well for the moving of the inmates,

         21  and it was necessary to give the vehicles from the

         22  Department of Correction the same consideration that

         23  we gave to other vehicles and other agencies that

         24  have to respond to emergencies.

         25                 And, so, we're basically giving them
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          2  a similar deal through that which was given to those

          3  other vehicles for those other agencies. However, we

          4  were careful not to give them too much. There is a

          5  sunset provision. And the Council staff worked well

          6  with the Bloomberg Administration to reach an

          7  agreement that I believe that we can all support.

          8                 Before we call for the vote, we would

          9  like to recognize, again, my eyes are failing me a

         10  little bit, a fourth grade class. Mamarnack Avenue

         11  School. Looks like Mrs. Wicker, and Seymour are the

         12  teachers. We would like to welcome you all here

         13  today to City Hall. Thanks for being here.

         14                 We're having a meeting of the

         15  Committee on the Environment and we're taking a

         16  vote. We're dealing with a bill that has to do with

         17  clean air. It's important that we have clean air,

         18  but we try to do everything we can to have the

         19  cleanest air possible so that children don't have to

         20  suffer from asthma and older people don't have lung

         21  problems, and this is what we're doing today. We're

         22  taking a vote on the bill. I'm going to be calling

         23  for the vote. And we thank you very much for coming

         24  down and spending your day here at City Hall and

         25  learning a little bit, and hopefully you're all
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          2  having a good time.

          3                 Everything good up there? Okay.

          4  Thanks for being here.

          5                 And without further ado -- a good

          6  round of applause. Thank you. Okay, thank you all

          7  for being here. And without further ado, I'll ask

          8  for the clerk to call the roll. The Chair recommends

          9  a yes vote. Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Introduction

         11  208-A.

         12                 Council Member Gennaro.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: May I?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Yes. If you

         19  could speak on the record into a microphone.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would like

         21  to thank the Chair and the staff for taking some

         22  suggestions I made and limiting the scope of this

         23  provision quite severely, because I believe that

         24  we've got to create incentives for industry to come

         25  up with appropriate vehicles. And this is just the
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          2  way to do it, to allow them to purchase vehicles

          3  that are not as fuel efficient as they could be when

          4  those vehicles are not available, the better

          5  vehicles. And, yet, indicate that within a number of

          6  years, if these vehicles are produced and become

          7  available, that the City will purchase them. And,

          8  so, I think that the limitations in this bill are a

          9  great model for the way we ought to approach these

         10  issues. We have, as people here know, we have an

         11  issue with the taxi industry right now, and that's

         12  the way we ought to approach it, that we don't try

         13  and make it impossible to provide function, but at

         14  the same time create real incentives and pressures

         15  to purchase and create, if you will, or produce

         16  appropriately clean vehicles.

         17                 So, the improvements to the bill over

         18  what was originally proposed by the Administration I

         19  think are important and I want to thank you for

         20  working on them. And I vote aye.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you,

         22  Council Member Koppell. I would just like to state

         23  on the record also that your value added to this

         24  bill has been really terrific and we really do

         25  appreciate you really taking a lead on this
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          2  particular bill, and making sure that it got changed

          3  appropriately. So, we thank you for that.

          4                 The clerk can continue with the roll.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I would like

          7  to have my name added to this bill, and I would like

          8  to vote aye and thank the staff and Gennaro, the

          9  wonderful environmental leader, for an outstanding

         10  job you're doing.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I wouldn't go

         16  so far as saying our Chair was wonderful, but he's

         17  an excellent environmental leader and I'd also like

         18  to have my name added on this bill. I will just

         19  thank the staff, because I know how much work went

         20  into crafting this, and also to Donna for reading

         21  that summary so quickly.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Yes. Here here.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I would like

         24  to vote aye.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you. Thank
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          2  you. I would like to direct staff to add Council

          3  Member Koppell's name and Council Member Recchia's

          4  name and Council Member Vallone's name to the bill.

          5  And Council Member Stewart as well.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Pardon me. I

          9  don't think I recognized Council Member Lanza when I

         10  called the members. I apologize, Andrew.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

         12  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         13  abstention, the item is adopted. Council Members,

         14  please sign the Committee report. And the vote will

         15  be held open by request of the Chair.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you all.

         17  This concludes this hearing of the Committee. As the

         18  clerk said, the record will be left open until the

         19  beginning of the Stated Meeting.

         20                 (Subsequently Council Member

         21  Mark-Viverito voted aye.  The vote now stands at

         22  eight in the affirmative, none in the negative and

         23  no abstentions.)

         24                 (Hearing concluded at 11:21 a.m.)
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