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S. 07229-A
By: Golden
                                                                        A. 10233-A      By: Bing
 
 
TITLE:
AN Act to amend the vehicle and traffic law and the public officers law, in relation to establishing in a city with a population of one million or more a bus rapid transit and bus mobility demonstration program to enforce restrictions on the use of bus lanes by means of bus lane photo devices:; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon the expiration thereof. 
 
BACKGROUND
 The New York City Department of Transportation in coordination with the New York State Department of Transportation and MTA New York City Transit Authority is implementing a Bus Rapid Transit and Bus Mobility Demonstration Program, to provide faster, more reliable and more attractive bus service throughout the City, using a variety of techniques, including but not limited to upgraded signage, enhanced markings of bus lanes and traffic signals that give buses priority.
  

According to the Memorandum in Support (MIS), these new options are necessary given the 53% rise in bus ridership in the City over the past 30 years and the subsequent reduction of bus speeds due to increased traffic.  To guarantee success of the Bus Rapid Transit and Bus Mobility Demonstration Program, it is necessary that bus lanes remain free of unauthorized motor vehicles. According to the MIS, this legislation will enhance the enforcement efforts of the New York City Police Department as the program operates in the same manner as the City’s Red Light Camera Program which has successfully reduced the incidences of Red Light violations. 

Technology will be utilized to capture photos or videos of vehicles that are in violation of the City’s rules regarding bus lane restrictions. 
  According to the MIS, the images taken will then be used as evidence in a proceeding to impose liability on the owner of the vehicle. Further, the cameras will only be used within routes receiving improvements as part of the Bus Rapid Transit and Bus Mobility Demonstration Program. This violation will be treated as the equivalent of  a parking ticket , therefore no points will be accessed against the driver.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

This legislation would amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law (VTL) to allow the parking tribunal and the New York City parking violations bureau to adjudicate violations of bus lane restrictions.  The VTL will be amended to include violations of bus lane restrictions in the list of offenses for which notice of hearings must be given by the parking violations bureau.  Further, the VTL will be amended to require that the parking violations bureau not enter a fine while the case is being adjudicated and that a hearing be held before a hearing examiner when a not guilty plea is entered, and that a record of such hearing be kept. 

 Section 12 of the VTL creates the rapid transit and bus mobility demonstration program, on 50 miles of road in New York, operating between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. The program requires special markings and signage on the lanes. It permits the parking violations bureau to establish a fine schedule, up to $125.00 per violation and $25.00 for responding late. These changes in law also require a report by 2013 on data concerning the success or failure of the program. 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation would take effect immediately.
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