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PRIME SPONSORS: 
By Council Members Barron and Rosenthal

TITLE: 
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to social services for the wrongfully convicted
BILL SUMMARY:


As of October 2017, 2,110 individuals nationwide have been exonerated and released from prison. More than 10 percent of exonerations have come from New York State. Those New Yorkers spent an average of 9.18 years in prison for crimes they did not commit. Exonerees face many of the same hurdles as other released prisoners, including obtaining housing, employment and medical care. However, exonerees are often ineligible for reentry services that states provide to parolees and released prisoners. Wrongful convictions also take an economic and emotional toll on the families of the accused. Under New York State law, compensation for wrongful conviction and imprisonment does not include the provision of social services. 

This bill would require the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice (MOCJ) to coordinate with relevant City agencies to promote the availability of social services for wrongfully convicted individuals and their immediate family members. MOCJ would also be required to develop methods to increase the coordination of such social services, and provide outreach and education on the availability of such services for exonerees and their immediate family members. 
This plain language summary is for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is available online at legistar.council.nyc.gov.

CODE SECTIONS AFFECTED: 
· Amends Charter § 13
EFFECTIVE DATE: 
Immediately after becoming law
NOTE: In the full bill text online at legistar.council.nyc.gov, language in proposed consolidated laws that is enclosed by [brackets] would be deleted, and language that is underlined would be new. Language in proposed unconsolidated laws, in contrast, will not have brackets or underlining because it would be entirely new. Consolidation means that the law is placed in the New York City Charter or Administrative Code.
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT:

☐ Agency Rulemaking Required: Is City agency rulemaking required?

☒ Report Required: Is a report due to Council required?

☐ Oversight: Are there seemingly clear points for City agency oversight and/or evaluation?
☐ Sunset Date Included: Does the legislation have a sunset date?

☐ Grace Period Applies: In the case of fines or other penalties, is a grace period established?

☐ Council Appointment Required: Is an appointment by the Council required?

☐ Other Appointment Required: Are other appointments not by the Council required?

☐ Council Operations: Might this law affect the Council’s own operations?
