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T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE LEGAL AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION


RICHARD M. WEINBERG, DIRECTOR AND GENERAL COUNSEL


COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

CHAIR MARY PINKETT

May 25, 1999

INT. NO. 457:


By:
Council Members Henry, Pinkett, Clarke, Robinson, Carrion, Cruz, DiBrienza, Malave-Dilan, Duane, Espada, Michels, Reed, Warden and Watkins; also Council Members Boyland, Foster, Harrison, Leffler, Linares, O’Donovan, Povman and Sabini.

TITLE:




A local law in relation to the establishment of a Task Force on Census 2000.   

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:

Adds a new section 53 to Chapter 2-A. 

BACKGROUND AND INTENT – INT. NO. 457 

Recent studies provided by the National Committee for an Effective Congress determined that New York City suffered the largest undercount of its residents in the 1990 census nationwide.  The New York Times reported on September 18, 1998, that the three worst nationwide undercounts performed by the United States Census Bureau occurred in Congressional districts in Manhattan, Brooklyn and the Bronx.  According to the recent report, the total undercount for New York City is estimated to have been approximately 245,000 people.


The excessive amount of people that went uncounted may have resulted in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars in federal and state aid that is tied to population to those particular districts.  Moreover, the new data confirmed the long held belief that undercounting in general is more likely to occur in low-income communities populated mainly by minorities and recent immigrants.


The New York City Task Force on Census 2000 would bring together key city government agencies to work closely with the federal government, in particular the United States Census Bureau, in designing and implementing a plan and strategy in order to maximize the participation of New Yorkers in Census 2000.  The Task Force would also monitor the effectiveness of this plan and make recommendations for improvements when needed.

Int. No. 457 – Analysis

Temporary Task Force on Census 2000


Int. No. 457 mandates that a Temporary Task Force on Census 2000 be established by the Mayor.  Members of such Task Force shall be appointed as follows: six members including the chair, shall be appointed by the Mayor; five members shall be appointed by the Speaker of the Council and the Comptroller and the Public Advocate shall each designate one representative.  The Mayor’s appointments shall consist of representatives from City agencies that he so designates.


The members of the Task Force including the chair, shall serve without compensation.

Reports


Not later than six months, and every six months thereafter, from the effective date of Int. No. 457, the Task Force shall submit a report to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council.  The report shall include, but not be limited to:


(1)
identification of current areas in the City of New York that have been the subject of undercounting in prior censuses;


(2)
recommendations to improve and assist the United States Census Bureau in drastically reducing the amount of undercounting in both low-income districts and immigrant communities;


(3)
recommendations to reduce or eliminate double-counting in the tabulation of the census; and


(4)
analysis of the use and allocation of public funds provided to ensure that minorities and immigrants are properly being counted in Census 2000.

Hearings


The Task Force shall hold a minimum of one public hearing in each of the five boroughs to be concluded no later than six months after the effective date of this law.  In order to assist in its funding, the Task Force may invite as it deems necessary the participation of not-for-profit organizations and other entities.

Expiration Date

The work of the Task Force shall expire on December 31, 2000 when the apportionment counts are delivered to the President of the United States, or may be extended by an act of the Council.

Effective Date


Int. No. 457 shall take effect immediately.
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