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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
LATONIA MCKINNEY, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROPOSED INTRO. NO. 14-A

[bookmark: _GoBack]COMMITTEE: Governmental Operations

	TITLE: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to the broadcasting of mandatory debates

	SPONSORS: Council Members Borelli, Brannan, Yeger, Deutsch, Rosenthal, Maisel, Salamanca, Holden, Torres, Powers, Cabrera, Kallos, and Ulrich


SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: The Campaign Finance Act requires participating and limited participating candidates for election to citywide office, whose campaigns have met certain threshold criteria, to participate in pre-election debates. These debates are usually sponsored by groups of organizations that include at least one television station. However, if that sponsor were a television station available only to subscribers of a cable service, as happened in 2017, then not all New Yorkers would have access to a debate’s television broadcast. 

Proposed Intro. No. 14-A would require that mandatory citywide debates be simultaneously broadcast on the City-owned or operated television channel with the largest public audience at no cost. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect on January 1, 2019.
FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 2020
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:
	
	Effective FY19
	FY Succeeding
Effective FY20
	Full Fiscal Impact FY20

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Net
	$0
	$0
	$0



IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is anticipated that there would be no impact on revenues to the City resulting from the enactment of this legislation. Currently, the City generates no revenue from granting the rights to produce and broadcast mandatory debates, and this would not change with the adoption of this legislation.

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that there would be no impact on expenditures to the City resulting from the enactment of this legislation. While there may be additional technical costs in transmitting live feeds from the debate sponsor to City-owned or operated television, these potential additional costs would be taken on by the debate sponsor.

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS:  N/A

SOURCES OF INFORMATION:  New York City Council Finance Division
				Campaign Finance Board
				Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment
				
                                            	
ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:	Zachary Harris, Legislative Financial Analyst
	
ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:	Nathaniel Toth, Deputy Director 
John Russell, Unit Head
Rebecca Chasan, Counsel		
	
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:  This legislation was introduced to the Council as Intro. No. 14 on January 31, 2018 and referred to the Committee on Governmental Operations (Committee). A hearing was held by the Committee on April 26, 2018 and the legislation was laid over. The legislation was subsequently amended and the amended legislation, Proposed Intro. No. 14-A, will be considered by the Committee on May 23, 2018. Upon a successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 14-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on May 23, 2018. 
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