          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES

          8  And ELECTIONS

          9

             -------------------------------x

         10

         11                 April 12, 2005

                            Start:  9:55 a.m.

         12                 Recess: 10:15 a.m.

         13                 City Hall

                            Council Chambers

         14                 New York, New York

         15

                  B E F O R E:

         16

                         LEROY COMRIE

         17                                Chairperson,

         18

                         COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Bill Perkins

         19                                 Madeline Provenzano

                                            Christine Quinn

         20                                 Joel Rivera

                                            Maria Baez

         21                                 Yvette Clarke

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S

          3

             COUNCIL MEMBERS:

          4

          5

             Lewis Fidler

          6  Melinda Katz

             David Weprin

          7  James Oddo

             Speaker Miller

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            3

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

             Alexander Rovt

          4  Candidate for Direct Appointment

             NYC Board of Correction

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            4

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good morning. I'm

          3  Council Member Leroy Comrie. I'd like to start the

          4  meeting on the Committee on Rules, Privileges and

          5  Elections.

          6                 I'd like to recognize -- well, I'll

          7  do that later.

          8                 Are we ready? Okay, yes.

          9                 Today we have before us one candidate

         10  for our consideration, Mr. Alexander Rovt. He's a

         11  resident of Brooklyn and a candidate for direct

         12  appointment by the Council to the New York City

         13  Board of Corrections, filling the remainder of the

         14  existing six-year term that will expire on October

         15  12th, 2008.

         16                 Mr. Rovt will replace John Henry

         17  Banks, III, who has been serving in a hold-over

         18  capacity.

         19                 The New York City Department of

         20  Correction provides for the care, custody and

         21  control of persons accused or convicted of crime and

         22  sentenced to one year or less of jail time.

         23                 The Department manages 15 inmate

         24  facilities, ten of which are on Rikers Island. They

         25  handle approximately 110 admissions each year, and
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          2  manages an average daily inmate population of

          3  approximately 14,000 individuals.

          4                 The New York City Board of Correction

          5  oversees the Department's operations and evaluates

          6  agency performance.

          7                 By law, the Board or its members

          8  shall have the power and duty to inspect and visit

          9  all institutions and facilities under the

         10  jurisdiction of the Department at any time, evaluate

         11  the Department performance, establish minimum

         12  standards for the care, custody, correction,

         13  treatment, supervision and discipline of all persons

         14  held or confined under the jurisdiction of the

         15  Department, and to establish procedures for the

         16  hearing of grievances and complaints.

         17                 The board is composed of nine

         18  members. Three members are appointed by the Mayor,

         19  three by the Council, and three by the Mayor on the

         20  nomination jointly by the presiding justices of the

         21  Appellate Division of the Supreme Court for the 1st

         22  and 2nd judicial department. Members are appointed

         23  to a term of six years, and vacancies are filled for

         24  the remainder of an unexpired term.

         25                 The Mayor designates the Chair of the
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          2  Board from among its members.

          3                 Although the board members receive no

          4  compensation, they may, however, be reimbursed for

          5  expenses incurred in the performance of their

          6  duties.

          7                 Mr. Rovt, could you please raise your

          8  right hand and be sworn in by our counsel.

          9                 MR. O'MALLEY: Do you solemnly swear

         10  or affirm that the testimony you're about to give

         11  the Committee is the truth and the whole truth?

         12                 MR. ROVT: Yes.

         13                 MR. O'MALLEY: Please state your name

         14  for the record.

         15                 State your name for the record.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Say your name.

         17                 MR. ROVT: Alexander Rovt.

         18                 MR. O'MALLEY: Thank you.

         19                 The witness is sworn.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good morning,

         21  sir. Thank you for being here. Excuse us for being

         22  late. We know you have a schedule and you have to

         23  actually leave town today.

         24                 Do you have an opening statement that

         25  you'd like to make?
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          2                 MR. ROVT: Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay.

          4                 We have been joined by Council Member

          5  David Weprin from Queens, Council Member Maria Baez

          6  from the Bronx, and Council Member Lew Fidler, I

          7  believe is your Council member, from Brooklyn.

          8                 So, maybe we should start with him.

          9                 Lew, any questions?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: No. Just a

         11  comment to my colleagues in the Committee who have

         12  to evaluate Mr. Rovt, that he is well known to me

         13  through his communal activities, particularly the

         14  ones that he does in Flatbush Park Jewish Center,

         15  where he plays a prominent role. And I can tell you

         16  that by reputation Mr. Rovt is very well regarded in

         17  my community and I'm confident that whatever trust

         18  we put in him today, he will make us all proud.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         20                 Mr. Rovt, I also just wanted to make

         21  a general comment before we do some housekeeping

         22  issues. But we've been joined by your counsel, I

         23  just want to announce for the record, since she's

         24  sitting next to you, Irina Benfeld.

         25                 I just want to make a general
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          2  statement. I did look at your background and

          3  history. You have been a major participant in the

          4  contributions to this City, especially by serving on

          5  so many boards in a capacity that most people don't

          6  undertake, but you're trying to raise funds for

          7  different charitable organizations, it's been

          8  impressive, the list, and the extensive list of

          9  charitable organizations that you try to help from

         10  the Yeshiva Flatbush to the RamBam elementary

         11  school, to so many other organizations. I won't list

         12  all of them but I'm impressed with your desire to

         13  give back to the City and contribute to the culture

         14  and the history of this City and I just want to

         15  thank you for your desire to be of service in this

         16  capacity which is also a non-compensated capacity

         17  but a very important position being on the

         18  Department of Corrections Board.

         19                 There's a couple of housekeeping

         20  issues, and then we'll try to round up members to

         21  vote, because keenly you're a person that we want to

         22  have serving and helping us in the City to maintain

         23  our City.

         24                 Just a couple of housekeeping issues.

         25                 The first issue, you have an
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          2  ownership interest in several real properties in New

          3  York City. The City databases yielded some open

          4  violations, open building violations, open Housing

          5  Maintenance Code violations, open environmental

          6  violations, water billing receivables and unpaid

          7  permit charges. None of these violations are major

          8  violations, they're more technical violations, from

          9  my understanding.

         10                 Your legal counsel has advised us

         11  that, number one, property management staff, that

         12  these various sites would promptly resolve the

         13  outstanding matters, and they would inform us of the

         14  status of the resolution of the violations and

         15  outstanding payments.

         16                 Mr. Rovt, would you see to it that

         17  these matters are immediately addressed, and the

         18  Council is fully advised upon resolution of all of

         19  these items?

         20                 MR. ROVT: Yes.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay.

         22                 Just one other item, it's just a

         23  little detail, concerning your political and

         24  charitable fundraising activities. Upon appointment

         25  to the Board of Correction, you will be considered a
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          2  public servant. As such, you are prohibited from

          3  directly or indirectly requesting any person to make

          4  or pay any political assessment, subscription or

          5  contribution for any candidate for an elective

          6  office for the City, or any candidate who is an

          7  elected official, who is a candidate for elected

          8  office.

          9                 Additionally, under appointment, you

         10  can continue to take an active role in charitable

         11  fundraising without appearing, without creating an

         12  appearance of impropriety under the Conflicts of

         13  Interest Code, provided that solicitation should be

         14  not directed to the persons or firms likely to

         15  become before the Board of Corrections and/or the

         16  Department of Correction, or be affected by their

         17  official actions.

         18                 The solicitation should be free of

         19  any implication that the officials are obtaining any

         20  direct or indirect personnel benefits.

         21                 Moreover, you, as a public servant

         22  may not ask a subordinate to work for or give to a

         23  political campaign.

         24                 I understand that your legal counsel

         25  has made you aware of these fundraising and
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          2  solicitation limitations. Do you understand them?

          3                 MR. ROVT: Yes.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Yes. And that

          5  thing is counter-intuitive. It has to be off. If the

          6  red light is on, then it's off.

          7                 Will you comply with such

          8  restrictions?

          9                 MR. ROVT: Yes.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: And you also

         11  understand that the limitations on this position,

         12  the limitations with this position will place on

         13  your ability to act as an intermediary and to bundle

         14  funds for candidates running for office.

         15                 MR. ROVT: Yes, I understand.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Great. I think

         17  that's all of the housekeeping items that I had to

         18  deal with.

         19                 And I just want to note for the

         20  record that that doesn't stop you from doing

         21  anything as an independent person, just not to use

         22  their title as a member of the Board of Corrections.

         23  But you have such a good reputation, and I'm sure

         24  that's the last title you'll have to use when you

         25  introduce yourself to anyone.

                                                            12

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 MR. ROVT: Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We've been joined

          4  by Deputy Majority Leader Bill Perkins, and as soon

          5  as we can round up Council Member Katz and one or

          6  two other Council members, we can vote and let you

          7  go.

          8                 So, with that, do you have a

          9  question, Councilman?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I, first of

         11  all, want to thank you for your interest in serving.

         12                 What are you doing here? What do you

         13  want to do with this? Your background doesn't in any

         14  way represent this kind of work, help me understand

         15  what your interest is, and not so general ways, but

         16  just what is your understanding of what this is all

         17  about?

         18                 MR. ROVT: Okay.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Board of

         20  Corrections is a very, very valuable --

         21                 MR. ROVT: You can see my interest is

         22  big. I'm also a member of Board of Trustees of

         23  Brookdale Hospital, even I am not a doctor, I'm a

         24  businessman. I'm also Vice President of Security

         25  Services Company, what I own, and I have license of
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          2  private investigator, and this is also close to,

          3  maybe not the Board of Correction, but to judicial

          4  system.

          5                 The main issue why I would like to

          6  join is to serve the City.

          7                 My own records, after I emigrated to

          8  the United States to become a US citizen and citizen

          9  of New York, is my public work. So this is one of my

         10  public work, what I can see it will help, my

         11  expertise will help probably for the Board of

         12  Correction.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Do you know

         14  anything about the Department of Corrections, and

         15  the facilities that they manage?

         16                 MR. ROVT: Of course I learned about

         17  it. I know what is a Department of Correction, I

         18  know where the facilities is, even I never visited,

         19  I know what kind of people are staying there --

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: What kind of

         21  people are staying there?

         22                 MR. ROVT: People who was convicted,

         23  who was waiting for conviction, and who are staying

         24  there for the justice of City of New York.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We've been joined

          3  by Council Member Madeline Provenzano, and Council

          4  Member Christine Quinn.

          5                 So, we have a quorum, so at this time

          6  I'd like to call the roll, unless someone else has a

          7  question.

          8                 Going once, going twice, gone. Clerk,

          9  call the roll.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         14  take a moment to explain my vote.

         15                 I hope that despite his admitted

         16  newness to this that he does a quick study, because,

         17  you know, this is an area of great concern to a lot

         18  of us, and I support this candidacy but I would

         19  hope, Mr. Chair, that we are going to see someone

         20  who has a learning curve that is going to be quickly

         21  and appropriately addressed.

         22                 You understand what I'm trying to

         23  say?

         24                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

         13  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         14  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         15                 Council members, please sign the

         16  Committee Report.

         17                 MR. ROVT: Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         19                 Thank you, Mr. Rovt.

         20                 And what Councilman Perkins is saying

         21  about the learning curve, and your ability to

         22  understand the nuances and the desires of what is

         23  needed for the Department of Correction Board, is

         24  valid. I'm just looking at your overall background,

         25  and I think that you have more than the ability to
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          2  do this quickly and understand this quickly.

          3                 I would hope that you would always

          4  consider to try to work to the end of recommitment

          5  of people who are trying to move through that stage,

          6  but you have a varied and multi-faceted career, and

          7  I'm sure that your learning curve on the basics will

          8  be short, and just compassion for those people in

          9  the Corrections Department I think is paramount

         10  concern, to always try to be compassionate leaning

         11  towards the education or rehabilitation as opposed

         12  to straight incarceration. But from your record of

         13  philanthropy and your charitable movements, I see

         14  that you are about educating people and helping

         15  people, as opposed to the other end of just

         16  incarcerating people and throwing away the key.

         17                 So, from your history and background,

         18  it shows that you've been a person that has been a

         19  person that wants to help rather than hurt.

         20                 So, again, I want to commend you for

         21  wanting to serve. I want to congratulate you for

         22  being voted today.

         23                 We're going to hold the roll open for

         24  the Committee members that are not here, but thank

         25  you for coming, have a good day and enjoy your term
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          2  on the board.

          3                 MR. ROVT: With that, the meeting is

          4  over. We'll call to hold the roll open. Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Speaker, Council

         11  Member Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote currently

         16  stands at 11 in the affirmative, zero in the

         17  negative and no abstentions.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 10:15 a.m.)
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