Int. No. 349

By Council Member Yassky

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to small businesses and the repeal of subdivision f of section 20-268, section 20-283, subdivision f of section 20-296, and section 24-423 of such code.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Declaration of legislative findings and intent.  The Council of the City of New York hereby finds that the Administrative Code of the City of New York contains several provisions that are either outdated, in need of modification or are no longer practical and the enforcement of which has a detrimental impact upon the City’s small business community.  It is the Council’s intention to modify or repeal these antiquated and problematic provisions of the Administrative Code in a first effort to improve the small business environment in New York City so that these businesses can thrive.

§2.  Section 17-311 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows.


§17-311 Display of license or plate. a. Each food vendor shall carry his or her license upon his or her person and it shall be exhibited upon demand to any police officer, public health sanitarian or other authorized officer or employee of the city.


b. [The food vendor's license shall be worn conspicuously by him or her at all times while he or she is operating as a food vendor.

 
c.]  The permit plate shall be firmly affixed to the vending vehicle or pushcart in a conspicuous place.

§3.  Subdivision c of section 17-315 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

c. All items relating to the operation of a food vending business shall be kept in or under the vending vehicle or pushcart, except that samples of the types of items sold may be displayed on the vending vehicle or pushcart. No such items other than an adjoining acceptable waste container shall be placed upon any public space adjacent to the vending vehicle or pushcart, and no food shall be sold except from an authorized vehicle or pushcart.

§4.  Subdivision k of section 17-508 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:


k.  The penalties provided [by] for in this section [shall] may not be imposed if they would be in addition to any other penalty that may be imposed pursuant to any other provision of law, rule or regulation [thereunder] for the commission of the same act that was the subject of the notice of violation. This shall not be deemed a limitation on the issuance of notices of violation relating to other acts that may be in violation of any provision of this chapter. 


§5.  Section 20-217 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:


§20-217 Prohibitions. It shall be unlawful for a person, firm, corporation, association, society or any other organized group of persons holding such license to:


1.  [Suffer] suffer or permit any game of chance to be played or gambling in any manner on the licensed premises.


2.  [Suffer] suffer or permit the licensed premises to become disorderly.


3. [Sell] sell, barter, furnish or possess in such billiard room or place any habit forming drugs or any appliances for administering same. 

4.] [Suffer] suffer or permit any minor under the age of [sixteen] fourteen years to enter or remain in such billiard or pocket billiard room or place unless accompanied by his or her parent or guardian, or by [an adult] another person [authorized by his or her parent or guardian] eighteen years of age or older.

§6.  Section 20-224 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision g to read as follows:  

g.  A license to maintain or operate a sidewalk cafe shall recite a description of the boundary of the area licensed as a sidewalk cafe and the total number of tables permissible under the license, but shall not specify the configuration of such tables. 
§7.  Section 20-244 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

a. Each applicant for such license shall be at least eighteen years of age.  

b. [Each applicant shall submit recommendations from at least three residents of the city who have known such applicant for at least two years. No such resident shall recommend more than two applicants.

c. Each application shall be accompanied by a certificate from the department of health and mental hygiene certifying that the applicant is not suffering from any disease or infirmity which would render him or her unfit as a guide.]

[d.] Each such applicant shall be required to pass an examination.  Such examination shall be under the supervision of the commissioner and shall test the knowledge of the applicant concerning places or points of historic or public interest in and about the city.  Any person who can present satisfactory proof to the commissioner that he or she has been engaged as a sightseeing guide in the city for a period of at least two years prior to August second, nineteen hundred thirty-seven shall be exempt from such examination. 

[e.]c.  The commissioner shall investigate each applicant as to character and fitness before such license shall be issued.

§8.  Subdivisions b and c of section 20-268 of the administrative code of the city of New York are amended, subdivision f is REPEALED and subdivisions g and h of such section are relettered as subdivisions f and g, respectively.

b.  It shall be unlawful for any such dealer to purchase any second-hand goods, or things from any person whom he or she knows to be or has reason to believe is a minor [, apprentice, or servant].

c.  It shall be unlawful for any person whose principal business is dealing in second-hand articles to purchase any second-hand goods or articles from any person between the hours of [six o'clock in the evening and seven o'clock in the morning] 12:00 A.M. and 6:00 A.M.

§9.  Section 20-283 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED.  

§10.  Subdivision f of section 20-296 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED, subdivision g is relettered as subdivision f and, as relettered, is amended to read as follows:

f.  All coin-operated laundries shall be required to have on the premises an attendant from [6:00] 8:00 P.M. until [closing] 12:00 A.M., or in lieu of an attendant, have a video camera or other video recording device continuously recording the activity in every doorway authorized to be utilized by customers during such hours.  A written placard or other notice that such camera or other video recording device has been installed and is in continuous operation shall be prominently displayed at  every entrance of the premises that may be utilized by customers.

§11.  Section 20-368 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§20-368 Rules and regulations.  a. The commissioner is authorized to adopt such reasonable rules and regulations as he or she may deem necessary for the proper control, operation, and supervision of public dance halls, cabarets and catering establishments. 

b. Upon request of a patron or guest of a public dance hall or cabaret establishment, such patron or guest shall be furnished with a clearly printed menu or other written list that itemizes the prices charged for food and drink sold before he or she is served, or, in the alternative, one or more signs reciting such itemized prices may be placed in conspicuous locations within the premises so as to be readily observable to all patrons and guests.
§12.  Subdivision b of section 20-461 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

b.  The general vendor’s license shall contain [his or her] the general vendor’s name, his or her license number and a non-removable photograph of the licensee.  [It shall be worn conspicuously by him or her at all times while he or she is operating as a general vendor.]  

§13. Subdivision g of section 20-465 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:    

g.  (1) No general vendor shall vend on any street which is in a C4, C5, or C6 zoning district, or in the area bounded on the east by Second Avenue, on the south by Thirtieth Street, on the west by Ninth Avenue and Columbus Avenue and on the north by Sixty-fifth Street, except that as chairperson of the street vendor review panel established pursuant to section 20-465.1 of this subchapter, the commissioner of the department of small business services or his or her designee may receive applications  from  any  person,  group, organization or other entity to permit general vendors on any street within said area or said zones, or to prohibit general vendors on any other street. Such applications shall be considered by the street vendor review panel in accordance with the procedures enumerated in section 20-465.1 of this subchapter.  

(2) No general vendor shall vend on any street which is in the area including  and bounded on the east by the easterly side of Broadway, on the south by the southerly side of Liberty Street, on the west by the westerly  side  of West Street and on the north by the northerly side of Vesey Street.

(3). Within ninety days of the effective date of this paragraph, the commissioner shall prepare a color-coded map in sufficient detail to accurately identify the boundaries of those areas of the city where general vending is permitted and those areas where general vending is not permitted.  Such map will be provided to each licensed general vendor free of charge.  

§14.  Section 24-332 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:


§24-332 Use of water through hose.  It shall be unlawful for any person other than an owner, employee or agent of a business to wash any street, sidewalk, areaway, steps, building or other place in the city adjacent to such business by means of a hose or piping, or to use water through a hose or sprinkler for watering lawns or gardens, or to operate any outside shower where the water runs upon a street, sidewalk, or other public place, unless and until a permit therefor shall have been obtained from the department [of environmental protection].  Such permit shall not be granted for the use of a hose, sprinkler or outside shower between the first day of November and the last day of March following. 

§15. Section 24-423 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED.  

§16. This local law shall take effect sixty days after it is enacted into law.
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