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          2                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Good afternoon,

          3  everyone. I appreciate you all coming here to the

          4  Parks and Recreation Committee hearing.

          5                 We will be entertaining two bills to

          6  be introduced today, naming thoroughfares and areas

          7  and streets throughout our City after those who have

          8  passed on but yet have made a positive contribution

          9  to this great City.

         10                 As I said, there are two bills today,

         11  future name changes, just so you know, will be

         12  entertained by this Committee but periodically

         13  throughout the year, so that also we can address

         14  certain issues that also are pertinent to Parks and

         15  Recreation, for instance the safety of our parks

         16  throughout the City; Asian Longhorn Beetles which

         17  affect our parks; lifeguards; sponsorships;

         18  budgetime. We are going to talk about how the budget

         19  affects our parks. The 2012 Olympics and the park

         20  areas that will be created from that.

         21                 Our next park hearing is January 27th

         22  at 1:00 p.m. in this room, and just basically it

         23  will address vendor legislation and how the parks

         24  are looking to give permits in and around our park

         25  areas, and that's Monday, January 27th.
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          2                 I will read the names of both of the

          3  bills before me and it should be noted that we

          4  should also be mindful, although these are names on

          5  paper today, obviously these are individuals that we

          6  are honoring because of their positive contribution

          7  to this great City, whether through work, in their

          8  community, work at their unemployment, or as I said,

          9  just a positive influence in this great City.

         10                 We are still waiting for colleagues

         11  to be here so that we can vote on the two bills.

         12                 But in the meantime we will hear

         13  testimony of those who are here today to speak of

         14  these name changes and specific individuals.

         15                 I will call the first one, Deputy

         16  Assistant Chief Thomas Galvin, from our Fire

         17  Department.

         18                 Just state your name and make sure

         19  the microphone is on, that's all.

         20                 DEPUTY ASSISTANT CHIEF GALVIN: Good

         21  afternoon, Chairman Addabbo, and other members of

         22  the City Council who are present. Deputy Assistant

         23  Chief Thomas Galvin of the Fire Department of New

         24  York, and also the Deputy Borough Commander of

         25  Manhattan.
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          2                 Fortunately Fire Commissioner

          3  Scoppetta could not make it here today due to a

          4  scheduling conflict and he asked me to represent the

          5  Department, and it's with great pride I not only

          6  represent Commissioner Scoppetta, but the entire New

          7  York City Fire Department. And I'm here today to

          8  encourage you to endorse Intro. 342-A and 343-A.

          9  These street signs will be another tangible way for

         10  the City of New York to show their respect and

         11  appreciation for the action of not only the members

         12  of the Fire Department, Port Authority, but also to

         13  the general public who lost their lives that day.

         14                 These signs not only represent their

         15  actions that day, but also how they lived their

         16  entire life, how we remembered them, how they were a

         17  positive factor in their every day lives with their

         18  families and with their communities.

         19                 These signs will also be to the

         20  families, a sign of respect and appreciation for the

         21  City, but also to the every day people who will use

         22  these streets. I will not only remind them of the

         23  cowardly act that day, but also who the people were,

         24  how they withstood the challenge that day, how they

         25  lived their lives on a daily basis and that's what
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          2  we should take from these street signs. And

          3  hopefully, as these families are in this long,

          4  difficult process of recovering, these signs will

          5  bring some comfort and an indication of our respect

          6  and appreciation we have for them, and in closing, I

          7  want to thank you for allowing me to speak on behalf

          8  of Commissioner Scoppetta, and once again, I

          9  encourage you to sign this piece of legislation.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Chief, we do

         11  appreciate your testimony today, and we do hope that

         12  this small gesture, what we would deem a small

         13  gesture by this Committee and by the City Council

         14  means something big to the families and the

         15  memories, so I appreciate your time here today. I

         16  know you're a busy person. But I do appreciate your

         17  time and testimony here today, Chief, and my regards

         18  to the Fire Commissioner.

         19                 DEPUTY ASSISTANT CHIEF GALVIN: Okay.

         20  You know, recently I was at the last signing of the

         21  prior legislation which Mayor Bloomberg signed

         22  approximately two weeks ago, and I don't know if you

         23  were there but some of the families were there, the

         24  police officers, and other people, and you could see

         25  their appreciation, and you should know that
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          2  sometimes you may not see the end product, but that

          3  day they were greatly appreciative that people took

          4  time to continue to remember their loved ones.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you,

          7  Chief. Have a good day.

          8                 DEPUTY ASSISTANT CHIEF GALVIN: Thank

          9  you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Next to give

         11  testimony is Josie Binckes. Josie.

         12                 Good afternoon, Josie.

         13                 MS. BINCKES: Hi. My name is Josie

         14  Binckes. I am the President of the Plumb Beach Civic

         15  Association of Sheepshead Bay. I'm here for Warren

         16  Samuels, who has been a member of the Civic for over

         17  30 years.

         18                 He's key to our whole organization.

         19  He's the go to man. If there's any problems or

         20  anything, you go to Warren and he will help you

         21  straighten them out. He was very active in a

         22  community because you'll see in the book, I'm not

         23  going to mention everything that he's done but

         24  you'll see in the book it has everything that he has

         25  done, and he is missed very sorely by the community.
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          2  It was like his life warranted, he poured it into

          3  the community to make sure, he's lived there so many

          4  years, that we got what we're supposed to have and

          5  the community is a viable community, still is, a

          6  civic association just recently had our 40th

          7  anniversary, and that's all I want to say, the rest

          8  is in the book. We really would like to see his sign

          9  up in our community.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Josie, I

         11  appreciate you taking your time today and making

         12  your time and testimony, and as I said, we hope this

         13  does play a part in the memory of those who did make

         14  a positive contribution to their community. So, we

         15  do hope it's fitting, and, again, I appreciate you

         16  being here today.

         17                 Thank you, Josie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Chair, if

         19  I may just add, it's truly heart-warming to hear a

         20  citizen of the City reflect upon the civic

         21  contributions of their neighborhoods and community

         22  leaders, and this street naming is really a great

         23  New York position but it reflects the Greater New

         24  York position of activism, and I commend you for

         25  your remarks and your community.
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          2                 Not having known the person, through

          3  your eloquent testimony I could feel his presence.

          4  So, thank you very much.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you,

          6  Josie. Thank you.

          7                 Our next to give testimony is Father

          8  Joe Kelly.

          9                 Good afternoon, Father.

         10                 FATHER KELLY: My name is Father Joe

         11  Kelly, I'm here representing Saint Malachy's Church,

         12  and its Pastor Father Erno Diaz, who is away. I

         13  couldn't help but be moved by the earlier

         14  testimonies that were given here about street names.

         15                 St. Malachy's has been on West 49th

         16  Street for 100 years. We're celebrating our

         17  centennial this year, and over that period of time

         18  it has made great contributions in all kinds of ways

         19  to the life of Times Square and to the Broadway

         20  community. We're known as the "Actors Chapel," and

         21  we now serve four different constituencies. We have

         22  the elderly poor in our area, who are served by our

         23  Encore Community Services. We have the theatrical

         24  people and the infrastructure of the theater for

         25  whom we are still a haven in the midst of the whole
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          2  theater district.

          3                 We serve the tourists whose itinerary

          4  used to be Malachy's and Moma Leone's. The two of

          5  them kind of went together, they went when Moma

          6  Leone's was Moma Leone's. Now it's the Rockettes and

          7  St. Malachy's, believe it or not, or the Full Monte,

          8  which just closed from across the street, and the

          9  people who live and work in the area, the new

         10  buildings that have gone up.

         11                 And we would love to see 49th Street

         12  remembered now and forever as St. Malachy's Way,

         13  because of the contribution of 100 years that the

         14  church has given to the whole Broadway area, and

         15  especially now with the resurgence of Times Square

         16  and your buildings coming up along, we would hope to

         17  continue and we can't think of a nicer way of having

         18  our centennial celebrated than having the street

         19  called St. Malachy's Way. Thank you very much.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Father, I thank

         21  you for your time, and it is a fitting tribute in

         22  that area of the City.

         23                 Council Member Alan Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I'm very

         25  familiar with the area, and with your fine
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          2  institution. My mother retired a few years ago from

          3  36 years teaching the public school system.

          4                 The last 25 years of her career she

          5  taught at the school located on 48th Street, between

          6  Eighth and Ninth Avenues, the former Junior High

          7  School 17. And many of her students I'm sure were

          8  parishioners, and through her and my visits

          9  involving that community, through also our I'm sure

         10  good mutual friend, the honorable James McMannis,

         11  I'm very well acquainted with the good work which

         12  you do for people of all faiths and backgrounds, so

         13  on their behalf, I know they would want me to say,

         14  although myself, I thank you for coming here and I

         15  certainly endorse the proposal.

         16                 FATHER KELLY: We're very grateful and

         17  thank you for giving us your time.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Father, thank

         19  you very much.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Okay, our next

         21  two speakers to approach the table is Rabbi Gershon

         22  Spiegel, and Rabbi Shmuel Spiegel.

         23                 Just state your name and give your

         24  testimony, please.

         25                 MR. SPIEGEL: Yes, my name is Gershon
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          2  Speigel.  I'm here today, it's an honor for me to be

          3  given the privilege, the opportunity to speak here

          4  in the Council Chambers. I'm here today to give

          5  testimony to suggest the position to pass the bill

          6  in order to change co-name Rivington Street and the

          7  Lower East Side to Rabbi Yaakov Spiegel Way.

          8                 It's interesting this week in the

          9  total portion that's read, we talk about the Ten

         10  Commandments. One of the Hallmark commandments is to

         11  honor your father. It's a privilege to me and an

         12  honor during this week I have this opportunity.

         13                 Just two days ago the country honored

         14  the late Dr. King. More than 40 years ago, Rabbi

         15  Spiegel, our late Father, marched together with Dr.

         16  King to assist in merging the different communities

         17  here in the City and establishing the different

         18  programs that went on to make this City the big

         19  apple, the New York City that we all cherish and

         20  love today. I feel that it's a great thing. Jethrow,

         21  when he sat this week, he said "Jethrow heard." What

         22  did he hear? He hear what God and Moses did to the

         23  people. How are our children to know how to conduct

         24  themselves in the future, other than remembering the

         25  civic leaders, the great leaders, that made those
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          2  contributions. Not for money, not for honor, but for

          3  the sake of courage and for goodwill. That was Rabbi

          4  Yaakov Spiegel.

          5                 And I ask this panel, and I commend

          6  this panel, and specifically the Council member, our

          7  Council member, Mr. Alan Gerson, who brought this to

          8  the table, thank you, and continue to do good work

          9  to make our City a better City.

         10                 RABBI SPIEGEL: My name is Shmuel

         11  Spiegel.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Just hit the red

         13  button.

         14                 RABBI SPIEGEL: My name is Shmuel

         15  Spiegel, and as my brother has said, I second that,

         16  and as I had mentioned to the Borough President that

         17  people that see that people that have done good for

         18  the country are recognized and honored, that gives

         19  them the power and strength to continue and do more,

         20  so maybe one day they'll be honored.

         21                 That's a good way on how to get

         22  people into, you know, start a good effect. And it

         23  will be a great honor for us that this co-name will

         24  take place, and thank the members of the Council for

         25  giving us this privilege.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Our pleasure.

          3  And it is a great point, obviously, as role models,

          4  but again, to make the effort, to be here today and

          5  put your testimony on the record is a great honor

          6  for this Committee, but also to your dad, which is a

          7  lifetime of great memories I am sure.

          8                 RABBI SPIEGEL: Yes.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: And the good

         10  work that he has done.

         11                 Council Member Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Chair, and my colleague, Council Member Nelson.

         14                 Rabbis, let me, first of all, thank

         15  you for your kind remarks about my role, but let me

         16  assure you that the City Council is a collegial and

         17  team effort. No one Councilperson can make a

         18  difference alone, and I want to first of all state

         19  that our community on the lower east side and our

         20  community at large is extraordinarily well served

         21  with Chair Addabbo as Chair of our Parks Committee,

         22  and we should be aware that he has given this

         23  request every consideration and priority and I just

         24  want to take the time, Mr. Chair, on behalf of my

         25  district to thank you, as well as the support of
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          2  Council Member Nelson, of the Borough of Brooklyn,

          3  he also happens to chair the Jewish Caucus of the

          4  City Council. So, we have a good team here and we're

          5  in good hands.

          6                 Mr. Chair, let me just say in one

          7  moment, I was privileged to have known the late

          8  Rabbi Yaakov Spiegel. He was to me a mentor, an

          9  inspiration, a friend, a source of support and a

         10  source of fear with his good wit and humor when

         11  things were down and a source of wisdom when I

         12  needed insight.

         13                 We very appropriately chose the

         14  designation of Way as opposed to Rabbi Spiegel

         15  Street, Avenue, Boulevard, we very emphatically

         16  wanted to take the word "Way" and use it as part of

         17  this because he did for me, as I just mentioned, he

         18  did for countless others in our community and his

         19  immediate family, and beyond through his life

         20  example, and I'm continually learning new things

         21  such as, though as it does not surprise me, such as,

         22  as marching with Dr. Martin Luther King, but through

         23  his life example, I could tell you in the

         24  neighborhood and beyond, he touched the lives of

         25  persons of all backgrounds in our very ethnic, very

                                                            16

          1  PARKS AND RECREATION

          2  multi-racial area. He stayed on a street in an area

          3  when times were bad, and made a commitment to the

          4  neighborhood through our difficult days, and he

          5  remained to see the beginnings of a revival through

          6  his sons, and there is a third son, Rabbi Ari

          7  Spiegel, who could not be here, I could tell you his

          8  legacy is in outstanding hands. His family and his

          9  three sons do his legacy proud, as they do our

         10  entire community proud, and this, as Rabbi Shmuel

         11  Spiegel mentioned, will be an inspiration to all who

         12  will look up and see that name and remember, or ask

         13  and learn, and that's really the purpose.

         14                 And, so, it's my privilege and

         15  pleasure to have introduced this, and I look forward

         16  to the celebration when we will affix the name to

         17  the street. And Mr. Chair, let me just conclude by

         18  saying, Rabbi Shmuel Spiegel deserves what we say in

         19  New York, a hearty mozel tov, he, himself, just

         20  became a father again to the birth of a beautiful

         21  bouncing boy, and we wish continuing legacy and we

         22  wish him and you well.

         23                 RABBI SHMUEL SPIEGEL: I may interject

         24  that holds the name Rabbi Yaakov Spiegel.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aah, there you
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          2  go.

          3                 RABBI SHMUEL SPIEGEL: Thank you very

          4  much.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: We are joined

          6  also by a colleague of mine, Council Member Mike

          7  Nelson.

          8                 Council Member.

          9                 We will have Council members speak

         10  about certain names that they have submitted for the

         11  bills, and I believe Council Member Nelson has it

         12  now.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Chair.

         15                 There was an individual in my area

         16  who unfortunately died not too long ago, and he was

         17  the embodiment of community activism and

         18  involvement. He was involved, and I will let

         19  probably Phil or Josie Binckes, who was president of

         20  Plumb Beach Civic Organization, Plumb Beach

         21  Sheepshead Bay Civic Organization, to speak more to

         22  that, but I'm happy and proud to be part of this. I

         23  knew Warren personally for probably about over 20

         24  years I believe it is, and he was very valiant even

         25  in his final months, he had cancer, and he still, in
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          2  the hospital bed, wanted information to be brought,

          3  and he was trying to make decisions and came up with

          4  ideas and to forward it. So, actually literally to

          5  his death he was concerned about the community, so

          6  I'm proud to be the sponsor of this, and if we could

          7  have --

          8                 MS. BINCKES: I did already.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Oh, did you

         10  before I got here?

         11                 MS. BINCKES: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: You were

         13  early, weren't you, Josie.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Josie did a fine

         15  job.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Good for you.

         17  That's great. And you also spoke, Phil?

         18                 So, I said most important stuff

         19  actually, what much can you say after I said about

         20  when he was deathly ill, and he was still concerned,

         21  and numerous organizations that he belonged to. So,

         22  again, I'm proud to be the sponsor of this

         23  legislation. Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Council Member

         25  Nelson, thank you very much. Josie did a fine job a
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          2  little earlier, and, again, those individuals that

          3  we honor today are those who did, again, great work

          4  in their community, and in this instance did work

          5  while they were ill, and that's certainly a

          6  testament to the drive that, as I said, the reason

          7  why we're honoring them today.

          8                 Our next testimony is Julie Nadel.

          9                 Julie.

         10                 MS. NADEL: Okay.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: When the

         12  button is off, it's on.

         13                 MS. NADEL: Okay.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: There you go.

         15                 MS. NADEL: I'm Julie Nadel. I want to

         16  speak on behalf of the co-naming of First Place

         17  Edmond J. Safra Place.

         18                 I work at the Museum of Jewish

         19  Heritage. Edmond J. Safra died two years ago. He has

         20  been a big contributor to the museum and has made an

         21  enormous amount of difference in the museum being

         22  able to function, and indeed build its new east

         23  wing, which is under construction now.

         24                 He was a major help to us, but not

         25  only to what he's done to our museum in Lower
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          2  Manhattan, which believe me, any entity in Lower

          3  Manhattan needs as much help as it can get. He was a

          4  major donor to many other organizations in New York

          5  City, I won't read you the list of 40 or 50 names,

          6  but among the $7 million per year, he did give in

          7  the City of New York, he also contributed to Baruch

          8  College, Big Apple Circus, Brooklyn Academy of

          9  Music, Catholic Charities of New York, Brooklyn

         10  Museum, March of Dimes, New York Philharmonic,

         11  Round-About Theater Company, he was really quite a

         12  philanthropist. He was a very successful finacier

         13  and banker, and he gave as good as he got in. He was

         14  very, very generous in a very quiet way, not in a

         15  big fancy way. Hence, his name may not be on the tip

         16  of your tongue, but the way that really meant a lot

         17  to people, he did contribute money, he's helped the

         18  museum a great deal, and I want to thank you for

         19  having me to speak. I wasn't planning to speak but I

         20  just want to reiterate, it's really important, the

         21  co-namings, so you may get criticized for the

         22  co-namings, I've heard the pro and cons. I think it

         23  makes a great deal of difference to not the people

         24  who are dead, but to the living, to remember those

         25  who are given money who have given their time, have
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          2  given their energy, and really help to make New York

          3  a better place. I think it's actually a wonderful

          4  thing. And, so, I want to thank you for listening.

          5                 I also want to mention one other

          6  thing. I met Rabbi Yakkov Spiegel with Councilman

          7  Gerson. He was a wonderful person, larger than life.

          8  I'm very sorry that he is no longer here, but he was

          9  a really wonderful person and so I just want to

         10  mention that, since I was honored to meet him.

         11  Thanks.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Julie, thank you

         13  very much.

         14                 Council Member Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes, Mr.

         16  Chair, again, thank you.

         17                 This is very important to our

         18  district. The museum is one of the pillars of our

         19  community in Lower Manhattan. It will be one of the

         20  foundations for the cultural, as well as the

         21  economic revitalization of downtown, through its

         22  continued presence, combined with its expansion. Mr.

         23  Safra, as Ms. Nadel testified, was one of those who

         24  made this possible, as well as all those other good

         25  deeds, and this is a very fitting and appropriate
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          2  way of commemorating his contributions and reminding

          3  all of us of the importance of philanthropy and the

          4  importance and support for cultural institutions.

          5                 I would just add that there could be

          6  no greater spokesperson, not only for the co-naming

          7  but for the museum and indeed for community matters

          8  affecting the life of downtown than Julie Nadel. I

          9  think you got a little bit of that through her

         10  testimony here today, but we in the Lower Manhattan

         11  Community, let me state on the record, are fortunate

         12  to have her leadership and her commitment.

         13                 And I have benefitted by, shall we

         14  say her constant insights into how we can best serve

         15  the Lower Manhattan Community, and I want to take

         16  this opportunity to thank her and acknowledge her

         17  good work on the record. Thank you, Mr. Chair, for

         18  that.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you very

         20  much, Mr. Gerson. And, again, we hope that the name

         21  change in Mr. Safra's case, and all those that are

         22  being named today, they last an eternity and that in

         23  years to come those memories or those individuals

         24  who have done such great work here in the City are

         25  remembered and that their name and work lives on.
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          2                 I need to read both of the bills

          3  today, there are two bills, and I will read them.

          4                 Council Member Nelson, please.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

          6                 You can't hear Edmond Safra's name

          7  and not say something about that, too.

          8                 Even my community, we have been so

          9  positively impacted by him. And, again, here was a

         10  man who could have kept all of his money, as some

         11  billionaires do, but he gave so much of it out, and

         12  he was constantly seeking other worthy charities to

         13  give money to.

         14                 As a matter of fact, a number of them

         15  are feeling the pinch right now, because

         16  unfortunately, what I believe would be his, if not

         17  his legal will, his moral will would have been to

         18  continue endowing all of these very worthy

         19  organizations, and I can only hope that they are

         20  still continuing to be endowed, although I've heard

         21  otherwise. But when Edmond Safra was alive, he was

         22  one of the best people you could ever know on this

         23  planet. He helped so many people and enjoyed doing

         24  it. So, I'm proud to also be part of this meeting

         25  and with you, Chairman Addabbo.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Council Member

          4  Nelson, thank you very much. I appreciate you being

          5  here today, and I appreciate all those who have

          6  given testimony. As I said, we hope that this small

          7  gesture plays a large part in their memory.

          8                 Two bills today, I will read the name

          9  of each and the borough that they're from.

         10                 We need a quorum to make a vote, so I

         11  will then, if possible, if there is no further

         12  quorum here at the time that I finish the reading of

         13  the bill, we will recess. We will recess the meeting

         14  until we do get a quorum. In the meanwhile I will

         15  read off the names.

         16                 We have Council members who are on

         17  their way, but as I said, I will read the names for

         18  the record, and if I mispronounce any names, I do

         19  apologize and please bear with me.

         20                 Our first is Intro. Number 342-A.

         21  There are 39 thoroughfares and public places, and I

         22  will read them now.

         23                 Jack Fitzgerald Parkway, Borough of

         24  Queens; Rabbi Joseph Weiss Avenue, Borough of

         25  Queens; Angel Luis Rosario Place, Borough of the
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          2  Bronx; Father David Casella Triangle, Borough of the

          3  Bronx; Mary Warren Place, Borough of Kings; John

          4  Malone Park House, Borough of Kings; Avenue M - Mary

          5  Queen of heaven Way, Borough of Queens; Edmond J.

          6  Safra Place, Borough of Manhattan; Rabbi Yaakov

          7  Spiegel Way, Borough of Manhattan; Stephen "Snapper"

          8  Knapp Place, Borough of Staten Island; Firefighter

          9  Michael J. Gorumba Place, Borough of Staten Island,

         10  Kevin Sheehy Way, Borough of Staten Island; Luis M.

         11  Beltre Place, Borough of Staten Island; Reverend Dr.

         12  William A. Epps, Jr. Place, Borough of Staten

         13  Island; Cheryl White Place, Borough of Staten

         14  Island, Caccese Way, Borough of Staten Island; James

         15  Russo Place, Borough of Staten Island. Mt. Carmel

         16  Way, Borough of Staten Island; Isaac Stern Place,

         17  Borough O Manhattan; Warren L. Samuels Way, Borough

         18  of Kings; Marion Castellano Way, Borough of Kings;

         19  Dr. Carlo Mannino Place, Borough of the Bronx;

         20  Throggs Neck Expressway, Borough of the Bronx; Marge

         21  Jeffries Way, Borough of the Bronx; Charles M. Lee

         22  Triangle, Borough of the Bronx; J.A. Lobbia Bike

         23  Lane, Borough of Manhattan; Saint Malachy's Way,

         24  Borough of Manhattan; Angelo Del Toro Place, Borough

         25  of Manhattan; Eric Lopez Place, Borough of Kings;
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          2  Reverend Dr. Nathaniel Tyler-Lloyd Place, Borough of

          3  the Bronx; Plaza College Way, Borough of Queens;

          4  Khay Cochran Place, Borough of Kings; Leonard and

          5  Harriet Walit Way, Borough of Kings, and PFC Dan

          6  Bullock Way, Borough of Kings; Paul Ramos Way,

          7  Borough of Manhattan; Joey Ramone Place, Borough of

          8  Manhattan; El Regreso Way, Borough of Kings;

          9  Michelle Middleton-Bond Square, Borough of Queens;

         10  and Place de-Cartier, Borough of Manhattan.

         11                 At this point I'm going to have

         12  testimony and a statement from my colleague Robert

         13  Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Chair.

         16                 And I appreciate the opportunity to

         17  be a part of this Committee, the Parks Committee.

         18                 We've done this before, as far as

         19  naming streets and places and ways after people that

         20  have perished in the World Trade Center during their

         21  job, and I stand here in front of you as a Council

         22  Member that's representing only one district out of

         23  the 51 in which two members that are being named

         24  streets or ways, I just wanted to communicate to you

         25  specifically.

                                                            27

          1  PARKS AND RECREATION

          2                 One individual by the name of Clyde

          3  Frazier, Jr., and it's not Clyde Frazier the

          4  basketball player, but this was an individual that

          5  was a state employee, he was employed by the State

          6  of New York in the Department of Tax and Finance. An

          7  individual that was a union member that I knew. I

          8  was the Director of Field Services for the union

          9  representing New York and Long Island, but this

         10  individual had a mother and father and was an

         11  individual that had put forward time and energy to

         12  make sure that students, and more specifically

         13  children that were involved in his basketball

         14  program learned the skills in order to compete and

         15  learned the skills of team play and patience, and in

         16  fact, this proposal to put forward to name 143rd

         17  Street, between 133rd and 144th Street and Seventh

         18  Avenue, which is a location where he had his

         19  basketball program, was put forward by Council

         20  Member Bill Perkins and myself and others, and I

         21  wanted to shed some light as to who this individual

         22  was, so that people know that the individual that

         23  perished in the World Trade Center, or individuals

         24  that put forward every single day like all of us

         25  here in trying to do their jobs, whatever job or
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          2  employment they were involved with, that they have

          3  immediate and extended families, and that many, many

          4  of them were actively involved in other positive

          5  things in our community that make New York City a

          6  better place for all of us to live.

          7                 And, so, I wanted to share with you

          8  that little bit about Clyde Frazier, Jr., which one

          9  of the avenues, part of the avenue is going to be

         10  named after.

         11                 And another individual by the name if

         12  Damian Meehan, we are naming the section of 207th

         13  Street up in Inwood where Damian grew up, where his

         14  parents, siblings still live, have lived nearly for

         15  40 years.

         16                 By all accounts, Damian was a very

         17  terrific young man who over the years participated

         18  in his community in many ways, ultimately he worked

         19  in the financial industry and was in the World Trade

         20  Center at the time, died in the attack, leaving a

         21  wife and two children. And Damian's family has asked

         22  for this recognition.

         23                 They have started a foundation in his

         24  name, in memory, to give scholarships for needed

         25  children in the community.
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          2                 And, so, I am pleased to sponsor part

          3  of the legislation that deals with Damian and be a

          4  co-sponsor of all of the names that are being put

          5  forward here, knowing that seeing a street or a

          6  place or a circle named after these individuals,

          7  bearing their names, will bring the Meehan family

          8  some small measure of comfort, and for the people in

          9  the communities to know who these individuals that

         10  our streets are being named after, and this

         11  particular one, Damian Meehan that his children,

         12  that his family, that the community can see who he

         13  was and what was he about as an individual, and

         14  knowing that 30 years from now, that he was one of

         15  many that perished in the World Trade Center.

         16                 So, thank you, Mr. Chair, for

         17  allowing me the opportunity to shed a little light

         18  about two of the many of the individuals that are

         19  being named after today.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Council Member

         21  Jackson, thank you very much for your thoughts, I

         22  appreciate them.

         23                 We have been joined by two Council

         24  members, Council Member Jose Serrano. Jose. And

         25  Council Member Helen Foster, who we will hear
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          2  testimony now.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you. And

          4  very briefly, I was flipping through and I noticed

          5  Father David Casella Triangle, and I would be remiss

          6  if I just didn't speak.

          7                 In my other life I worked closely

          8  with him, and you never know sometimes how great a

          9  person is until they've passed away, and the outpour

         10  at his funeral and the testament to the life he led

         11  was encouraging and I applaud him and I applaud the

         12  Board and Maria Baez for putting his name.

         13                 And the last I'd like to talk about

         14  is Reverend Dr. Nathan-Tyler Lloyd. His church in

         15  the Bronx for years had a Martin Luther King program

         16  and this was the first year it was done since his

         17  death, and we are all here because someone paved the

         18  way and this is an example of why street namings, in

         19  my opinion are important, because prior to us doing

         20  this and prior to my father as the old Chair of the

         21  Parks, we had never named a street after a minister

         22  and for those of us in the black community, in the

         23  black church, our ministers are very important.

         24                 So, I just applaud you, Chairman, for

         25  these names. Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you,

          3  Council Member Foster.

          4                 We have been joined by Council Member

          5  Gale Brewer. And at this point we will vote on

          6  Intro. -- I'm sorry, Council Member Gerson. My

          7  apologies.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Very briefly,

          9  Mr. Chair. I just can't help but observe that even

         10  in this distinctly New York tradition of

         11  memorialization, we are reminded of the incredible

         12  and terrific diversity and civic commitment and

         13  indeed a heroism of so many of our community.

         14                 The additional name change taking

         15  place within my district is that of Joey Ramone

         16  Place on the Bowery near what has become a Citywide

         17  cultural icon known as CBGBs, where in fact he

         18  performed, and I know, Mr. Chair, you would berate

         19  me if I did not make a special note that among those

         20  more known songs which he performed the Anthem at

         21  Rockaway Beach, so clearly Joey Ramone made an

         22  extraordinary cultural contribution to our City, to

         23  our Society, and in the course which he added much

         24  cultural insight as well as joy and fun, which we

         25  certainly need in our day and age to countless
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          2  individuals the world over, and it's very

          3  appropriate that we do memorialize him in this way

          4  and that we do so in front of the place that was

          5  really one of his start-up locations and his

          6  entertainment home for so many years, and I invite

          7  all to come into our district and enjoy a diversion

          8  of a night out at CBGB's, especially after we rename

          9  the place.

         10                 Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you,

         12  Council Member Gerson.

         13                 At this point, no other colleagues

         14  making a statement, I will call the vote for Intro.

         15  342-A.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

          5  the affirmative -- as of now the vote stands at five

          6  in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          7  absentions. The item is adopted.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you very

          9  much. We can leave the vote open for those

         10  colleagues who are on their way.

         11                 Okay, next item for business, next

         12  Intro. Intro. 343-A, and these are the renaming of

         13  thoroughfares and public places, 23 names of those

         14  who were victims of the tragic 9/11.

         15                 Again, I will read them, and again,

         16  be mindful of their contribution and the ultimate

         17  sacrifice that these individuals had made, and we

         18  honor them today.

         19                 Again, I will read the 23 names and

         20  the borough that they represent.

         21                 Starting with, Clyde Frazier, Jr.

         22  Boulevard, Borough of Manhattan; Keith Glascoe

         23  Street, Borough of Manhattan; Firefighter Michael

         24  Carlo Avenue, Borough of Queens; John Connelly Way;

         25  Borough of Staten Island; Joseph Grzalek, Borough of
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          2  Staten Island; Steven Olsen Street, Firefighter

          3  Steven Olsen Street, Borough of Staten Island;

          4  Vincent M. Litto Place, Borough of Staten Island;

          5  Firefighter James Giberson Street, Borough of Staten

          6  Island; Walter A. Matuza Place, Borough of Staten

          7  Island; Boulevard of Heroes, Borough of Staten

          8  Island; James Raymond Coyle Way, Borough of

          9  Brooklyn; Lieutenant Thomas O'Hagan Way, Borough of

         10  the Bronx; Victor Wald Way, Borough of Manhattan;

         11  Firefighter Eddy Day Way, Borough of Staten Island;

         12  Firefighter Mark Whitford, Borough of Staten Island;

         13  Scott Charles Timmes Street, Borough of Queens;

         14  Patricia "Trish" Cimaroli-Massari Street, Borough of

         15  Queens; Paul Salvio-Giallombardo Street, Borough of

         16  Kings; Josh Rosenthal Way, Borough of Manhattan;

         17  Firefighter Lou Arena Drive, Borough of Staten

         18  Island; William Valcarcel Place, Borough of the

         19  Bronx; James Patrick Ladley Way, Borough of Staten

         20  Island; Damian Meehan Way, Borough of Manhattan;

         21  Richard Allen Pearlman Street, Borough of Queens.

         22                 I also do have amendments to previous

         23  legislation that need to be corrected.

         24                 Section 53 of Local Law 28 of the

         25  Year 2002, is amended as hereafter indicated as
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          2  Firefighter Lieutenant Manuel Del Valle, Jr. Street.

          3                 Section 28 of Local Law 6 of the Year

          4  2003 is amended as hereafter indicated as Port

          5  Authority Police Officer Christopher Ameroso Place.

          6                 Section 49 of Local Law 6 of the Year

          7  2003 is amended as hereafter indicated as

          8  Firefighter Charles G. Chipura Avenue.

          9                 Section 83 of Local Law 6 of the Year

         10  2003, as amended hereafter indicated as Firefighter

         11  Manuel Mojica, Jr., FDNY Avenue.

         12                 Section 86 of Local Law 6 of the Year

         13  2003, as amended as hereafter indicated, Firefighter

         14  Bobby McMahon Way; Section 95 of Local Law 6 of the

         15  Year 2003, is amended as hereafter indicated as

         16  Milton Gilberto Bustillo Avenue. And that is it.

         17                 At this point I would like to call

         18  roll call for a vote on Intro. 343-A.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes. I just

         23  want to mention in terms of Josh Rosenthal Way on

         24  West 72nd Street, it's particularly important I

         25  think because the sister of Josh, who also lives on
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          2  the West Side, worked for OMB for many years and is

          3  now the vice chair of community board 7, so she was

          4  actually voting and was I think very quietly pleased

          5  that is is going to be a reality for her brother.

          6                 Thank you very much. I vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         14  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         15  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         16                 The vote will remain open. Council

         17  Members, please sign the Committee report.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: I want to thank

         20  those who were here today to give their testimony

         21  and be on the record in memory of those that we are

         22  honoring today, it's been a pleasure as Chair of

         23  this Committee to do so and an honor and a

         24  privilege. And I want to thank my colleagues for

         25  being here today.
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          2                 Our next Parks and Recreation hearing

          3  will be on Monday, January 27th, where we will be

          4  entertaining Intro. 160, which is vendor legislation

          5  and the Parks' intention to give permits to those

          6  vendors in and around the park area. It should be a

          7  very interesting meeting.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: A nightmare.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: A nightmare.

         10                 Monday, January 27th, at 1:00 p.m., I

         11  hope to see everyone there.

         12                 Everyone, thank you very much, and

         13  have a great day.

         14                 Meeting adjourned.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Committee on Parks

         16  Intro. 342-A and Intro. 343-A, Council Member

         17  Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I vote aye on

         19  both. Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         21  six in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         22  abstentions.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote is now seven
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          2  in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

          3  abstentions.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 1:58 p.m.)

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            39

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 22nd day of January 2003.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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