New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 284

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Lee, Salaam, Dinowitz, Ariola, Stevens, Ung, Krishnan, Williams and Narcisse

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a vehicle theft prevention program

Submitted by:
Council Member Lee

Justification:
Auto theft has surged in many neighborhoods, and the most effective prevention often comes down to simple, low-cost deterrents and clear information about known vehicle vulnerabilities. Yet many New Yorkers - especially those without access to secure parking or the means to purchase anti-theft equipment - lack practical tools and guidance to reduce risk.

This legislation would create a vehicle theft prevention program, subject to appropriation, to provide theft-deterrent devices (including steering wheel locks) directly to the public and to distribute education on known software issues that make certain vehicles easier to steal. The bill also directs the City to conduct outreach and, where feasible, assist residents in installing software updates that address those vulnerabilities. This is a common-sense public safety measure that helps prevent theft before it happens, reduces financial harm to residents, and supports NYPD’s broader auto-theft prevention efforts.
