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Proposed Int. No. 988-A:	By Council Members Krishnan, Menin, Restler, Cabán, Hanks, Brooks-Powers, Riley, Won, Schulman, Banks, Narcisse, Sanchez, Ung, Nurse, Hanif, Brannan, Stevens, Louis, Brewer, Holden, Zhuang and Carr
 
Title:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to an interactive map of information regarding department of parks and recreation swimming pools 

Admin Code:					Adds section 18-169


Proposed Int. No. 1058-A:	By Council Members Krishnan, Louis, Brewer, Gutiérrez, Restler, Ung, Brooks-Powers and Narcisse

Title:		A Local Law in relation to determining the 	feasibility of increasing high school student 	participation in the city lifeguard corps 


Proposed Int. No. 1059-A:	By Council Members Krishnan, Louis, Brewer, Hanif, Gutiérrez and Schulman 
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Admin Code:					Adds chapter 40 to title 21-A
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Title:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a report on urban park rangers

Admin Code:					Adds section 18-144.1


Res. No. 469:	By Council Members Krishnan, Hanif, Farías, Brooks-Powers, Gutiérrez, Cabán, Rivera, Hanks, Menin, Riley, Won, Schulman, Banks, Narcisse, Sanchez, Nurse, Brannan, Stevens, Paladino and Vernikov 

Title:	Resolution to recognize May 15 as International Water Safety Day











INTRODUCTION

On December 4, 2025, the Committee on Parks and Recreation, chaired by Council Member Shekar Krishnan, will hold a vote on Proposed Int. No. 988-A, sponsored by Council Member Krishnan, in relation to an interactive map for the posting of information regarding swimming pools under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation, Proposed Int. No. 1058-A, sponsored by Council Member Krishnan, in relation to determining the feasibility of increasing high school student participation in the city lifeguard corps, Proposed Int. No. 1059-A, sponsored by Council Member Krishnan, in relation to the distribution of materials on water safety in schools and Res. No. 469, sponsored by Council Member Krishnan, to recognize May 15 as International Water Safety Day. This legislation and resolution were originally heard at a hearing held on September 24, 2024, during which the Committee received testimony from the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), advocates, and other interested parties. More information about these bills and resolution, along with the materials for that hearing, can be accessed here.
The Committee will also vote on Proposed Int. No. 1426-A, sponsored by Council Member Susan Zhuang, in relation to a report on urban park rangers. This legislation was originally heard at a hearing held on November 24, 2025, during which the Committee received testimony from DPR, advocates, and other interested parties. More information about this bill, along with the materials for that hearing, can be accessed here.

LEGISLATION
Below is a brief summary of the legislation being considered today by the Committee. This summary is intended for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is attached below.

Proposed Int. No. 988-A, A Local Law in relation to an interactive map of information regarding department of parks and recreation swimming pools 

Proposed Int. No. 988-A would require DPR to create an online map that provides up to date information for swimming pools under its jurisdiction. The map would display the location of each pool throughout the City and allow users to view each pool’s address, contact information, events, programs and any planned maintenance or construction projects that could impact the accessibility of the pool or its programming.
	This local law would take effect one year after it becomes law.
Proposed Int. No. 1058-A, A Local Law in relation to determining the feasibility of increasing high school student participation in the city lifeguard corps  

Proposed Int. No. 1058-A would require DPR to consult with the Department of Education (DOE) to conduct a feasibility study on how high school students, could be trained and developed with the goal of preparing those students to become lifeguards at City managed beaches and pools. The study would have to be submitted to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council no later than November 1, 2026.
	This local law would take effect immediately.
Proposed Int. No. 1059-A, A Local Law in relation to the distribution of materials on water safety in schools

Proposed Int. No. 1059-A would require DPR to develop written materials containing information about water safety and drowning prevention. Specifically, the materials developed would contain information regarding: water safety practices, and programming offered by the City regarding water safety. This bill would also require DPR to provide the written materials to the Department of Education for distribution to every student at the beginning and end of the academic year. Finally, Parks would be required to publish the materials developed on their website.
	This local law would take effect immediately.
Proposed Int. No. 1425-A, A Local Law in relation to a report on urban park rangers

Proposed Int. No. 1425-A would require DPR to submit a quarterly report on the staffing levels of Parks Enforcement Patrol (PEP) officers and Park Rangers, as well as the incidents responded to by PEP officers and Rangers at City parks.
	This local law would take effect immediately.
 Res. No. 469, A Resolution to recognize May 15 as International Water Safety Day

Res. No. 469 would recognize May 15 as International Water Safety Day which brings awareness to the epidemic of drowning and educates children and adults about how they can become safer in, on and around the water.
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Proposed Int. No. 988-A

By Council Members Krishnan, Menin, Restler, Cabán, Hanks, Brooks-Powers, Riley, Won, Schulman, Banks, Narcisse, Sanchez, Ung, Nurse, Hanif, Brannan, Stevens, Louis, Brewer, Holden, Zhuang and Carr

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to an interactive map of information regarding department of parks and recreation swimming pools 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

	Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-169 to read as follows:
	§ 18-169 Interactive map of swimming pool information. The department shall maintain an interactive map on its website that shall include regularly updated information related to each swimming pool under its jurisdiction. Such map shall display where each pool is located in the city and allow a user to obtain information including, but not limited to: 
1. The address, operational times, and contact information of each swimming pool;
2. A list of each event or program offered at each swimming pool, including the time of and how to access each such event or program; and
3. Whether there is any planned maintenance work, capital project, or other construction project that may impact the operation and accessibility of each swimming pool including resulting changes to events and programs offered at such pool.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 1 year after it becomes law.
KS
LS 16041
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Proposed Int. No. 1058-A

By Council Members Krishnan, Louis, Brewer, Gutiérrez, Restler, Ung, Brooks-Powers and Narcisse

..Title
A Local Law in relation to determining the feasibility of increasing high school student participation in the city lifeguard corps 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

	Section 1. The department of parks and recreation, in consultation with the department of education, shall conduct a feasibility study to determine the interest of New York city public high school students in being trained and certified as lifeguards, in order to facilitate and encourage such students to seek employment as lifeguards at beaches and pools under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation during the bathing season, as such term is defined in section 18-154 of the administrative code of the city of New York. Such study shall be submitted to the mayor and the speaker of the council by November 1, 2026. Such study shall include, but not be limited to: 
1. Information on the current lifeguard training and certification protocols of the department of parks and recreation and the department of education, how such training and certification protocols are applied to lifeguard trainees under the age of 18, and the average number of lifeguard trainees who were under the age of 18 during each of the last 3 years;
2. An analysis of the current capacity for the department of parks and recreation or the department of education to provide lifeguard training and certification to New York city public high school students and what additional resources would be needed to provide such training and certification to a greater number of such students, as well as to high school students who do not attend public high schools;   
3. Information on not-for-profit organizations that the department of parks and recreation or the department of education coordinates with or could coordinate with to increase the participation of New York city public high school students in the city lifeguard corps;
4. An analysis of the potential locations, including both city-owned property and private property, where additional lifeguard training and certification programs could be provided;
5. An analysis of how other municipalities throughout the United States recruit and train high school students as lifeguards for employment at municipal beaches and pools; and
6. Information regarding what outreach efforts the department of parks and recreation, the department of education, or any other relevant agency could engage in to attract high school students, including students who do not attend a New York city public high school, to seek lifeguard training and certification.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
KS
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Proposed Int. No. 1059-A

By Council Members Krishnan, Louis, Brewer, Hanif, Gutiérrez and Schulman

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the distribution of materials on water safety in schools
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Title 21-A of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 40 to read as follows:
CHAPTER 40
DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS ON WATER SAFETY
§ 21-1012 Distribution of materials on water safety. a. Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings:
 School. The term “school” means a school of the city school district of the city of New York.
[bookmark: _Hlk214981617] Student. The term “student” means a pupil who is a student as defined in section 21-950, a child who is enrolled in an early education center with which the department contracts to provide pre-kindergarten, or a child who is enrolled in a free full-day early education program for 3-year-old children offered by the department.
b. Written materials. No later than August  1, 2026, the department of parks and recreation shall develop written materials containing information about water safety and drowning prevention. Such department shall update the content of such materials each year to reflect changes in best practices for water safety and drowning prevention. Such materials shall include, but need not be limited to, the following:
1. Water safety practices, including drowning prevention techniques;
2. Information on swimming lessons and other water safety programming offered by such department; and
3. Any additional information deemed relevant by such department.
c. Publication and distribution. 1. The department shall post the written materials developed pursuant to this section on its website.
2. The department of parks and recreation shall provide the department with the written materials developed pursuant to this section. The department shall distribute such materials to each school, to be shared with every student of each school, at the beginning and end of each academic year. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Proposed Int. No. 1425-A
 
By Council Members Zhuang, Krishnan, Abreu, Schulman, Ayala, Holden, Banks, Menin, Salamanca, De La Rosa, Lee, Brewer, Ung, Louis, Stevens, Vernikov, Ariola, Paladino, Morano and Marmorato

..Title
[bookmark: _Hlk208573643]A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a report on urban park rangers
..Body
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-144.1 to read as follows:
§ 18-144.1 Report on urban park rangers. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the term “urban park ranger” means an employee of the department who patrols a park or other property under the jurisdiction of the department to promote public safety, provide security, or enforce laws and rules of the department, and who may provide educational or recreational programming in such a park or property, including a parks enforcement patrol officer.
b. No later than July 31, 2026, and quarterly thereafter, the department shall submit to the mayor and speaker of the council a report on urban park rangers in accordance with this section. Such report shall include, but need not be limited to:
1. The number of urban park rangers employed by the department;
2. The number of urban park rangers assigned to each borough;
3. The number of positions for urban park rangers that are vacant;
4. Each park or other property under the jurisdiction of the department to which the department deployed an urban park ranger during the preceding 3 months; 
5. Each park or other property, other than a park or property under the jurisdiction of the department, to which the department deployed an urban park ranger during the preceding 3 months; and
6. The number of civil summonses issued by urban park rangers during the preceding 3 months, disaggregated by offense, and by park or other property where such ranger issued such summons.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
[bookmark: _Hlk208573702]KS
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Res. No. 469

..Title
Resolution to recognize May 15 as International Water Safety Day.
..Body

By Council Members Krishnan, Hanif, Farías, Brooks-Powers, Gutiérrez, Cabán, Rivera, Hanks, Menin, Riley, Won, Schulman, Banks, Narcisse, Sanchez, Nurse, Brannan, Stevens, Paladino and Vernikov

Whereas, International Water Safety Day brings awareness to the epidemic of drowning and educates children and adults about how they can become safer in, on, and around the water; and
Whereas, According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, drowning is the leading cause of death for children ages one to four and the third leading cause of unintentional injury death for children over the age of four in the U.S.; and
Whereas, For every child who dies from drowning, another seven experience non-fatal drownings that require emergency care and can result in long-term health problems, including brain damage and disability; and
Whereas, Approximately 4,000 unintentional drowning deaths occur annually in the U.S., and 58 people drowned at New York City (“NYC” or the “City”) pools and beaches between 2008 and 2022; and
Whereas, There are disparities in drowning, as Black Americans drown at rates nearly one and a half times higher than their white counterparts; and
Whereas, Recognition of International Water Safety Day could encourage more New Yorkers protect themselves from drowning by engaging in water safety practices, such as improving swimming ability and wearing a life jacket; and
Whereas, Formal swimming lessons may prevent childhood drownings by as much as 88%; and
Whereas, Although knowing how to swim can prevent drowning, nearly one in six U.S. adults cannot swim, and, according to the 2017 NYC Youth Risk Behavior Survey, more than a quarter of all New Yorkers, and more than a third of Black New Yorkers, cannot swim; and
Whereas, Wearing a life jacket may prevent one in two drowning deaths by recreational boaters, according to a study published in BMJ medical journal; and 
Whereas, Out of the approximately 533 recreational boaters whose drowning was reported by the U.S. Coast Guard in 2021, 83% were not wearing a life jacket; and
Whereas, NYC is committed to improving water safety and providing swimming education, which may prevent drownings and mitigate historical inequities concerning water safety instruction and access to the City’s pools and beaches; and
Whereas, In 2023, the NYC Council passed Local Law 129, which requires the Department of Parks and Recreation (“DPR”) to offer free water safety instruction to second grade students enrolled in NYC public schools, and Local Law 132, which requires DPR to conduct a survey of city-owned sites suitable for the construction of additional public swimming pools, develop a plan to open pools under the jurisdiction of the Department of Education for public use, and require DPR to offer free swimming lessons at DPR-operated pools; and
Whereas, In part due to these local laws, the City provides free swimming instruction to approximately 30,000 New Yorkers annually; and
Whereas, Not-for-profit organizations that operate in NYC, including the YMCA, offer free and reduced-price swimming instruction for children and adults; and
Whereas, Organizations such as the Swim Strong Foundation, an NYC-based 501(c)(3), have offered water safety programming on International Water Safety Day, including swimming classes and CPR training and certification; and
Whereas, The New York State Assembly is also committed to improving water safety, as evidenced by the adoption of Assembly Resolution No. 2182, introduced by Assembly Member Karines Reyes, which calls on the Governor of New York to proclaim May 15, 2024 as Water Safety Day; and
Whereas, Recognition of International Water Safety Day could help mitigate the City’s acute lifeguard shortage by encouraging more New Yorkers to complete the Municipal Lifeguard Training Program to apply to work as a lifeguard at the City’s pools and beaches; and
Whereas, Lifeguard supervision reduces the incidence of drownings, as data collected by the U.S. Lifesaving Association show that only one drowning occurs per 4,832 rescues at beaches with on-duty lifeguards and approximately 75% of drownings at lifeguarded beaches occur during hours without lifeguard supervision; and
Whereas, Despite the importance of lifeguard supervision, the City is only on track to hire approximately 70% of the lifeguards needed to staff the City’s beaches over summer 2024, which may reduce the number of hours that certain beaches are open and decrease access to a safe swimming environment for millions of New Yorkers; and 
Whereas, More water safety education, as well as a more robust lifeguard workforce pipeline, provided in association with International Water Safety Day, could help New Yorkers safely enjoy the City’s pools and beaches and reduce drownings; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes May 15 as International Water Safety Day. 
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