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INTRODUCTION
On Wednesday, December 18, 2024, the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Robert Holden, will conduct an oversight hearing on Connecting Veterans with the Arts and Cultural Opportunities. The Committee will also hear Resolution Number (Res. No.) 18-2024, sponsored by Council Member Vickie Paladino, calling on the New York City Department of Education to observe Veterans Day the Friday before November 11th if it falls on a Saturday and the Monday after the 11th if it falls on a Sunday; Res. No. 311-2024, sponsored by Council Member Robert Holden, calling on the New York State Assembly to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.2028-A/A.2965-A, to establish a property tax exemption for veterans with a 100 percent service-connected disability; Res. No. 465-2024, sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, calling upon the New York City Housing Authority to include an admission preference for public housing in its next proposed agency plan for all veterans of the U.S. military; Introduction Number (Int. No.) 686-2024, sponsored by Council Member Holden, amending the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to supporting veteran vendors; Int. No. 687-2024, sponsored by Council Member Holden, amending the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to waiving permit fees for mobile food unit commissaries that reserve space for veteran vendors; Int. No. 688-2024, sponsored by Council Member Holden, amending the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to cure periods for certain violations by veterans service organizations; and Int. No. 959-2024, sponsored by Council Member Ariola, amending the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing rental assistance to homeless veterans.
 Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from the New York City Department of Veterans’ Services (DVS), representatives of Veterans’ organizations in New York City (NYC), representatives of arts and cultural organizations, and other interested stakeholders.

BACKGROUND
DVS was established in 2016 through Local Law 113 of 2015, enacted by the New York City Council, making it the first standalone municipal agency in the United States (U.S.) dedicated to serving Veterans, their families, and caregivers.[footnoteRef:2] Since its founding, DVS has worked to “connect, mobilize, and empower” NYC’s Veterans and active-duty servicemembers—as well as their families, survivors, and caregivers—so that they can lead “purpose-driven lives.”[footnoteRef:3] DVS’s mission is to provide “essential services and programs focused on pivotal areas such as economic empowerment, housing security, benefits, health and wellness, and culture.”[footnoteRef:4] [2:  N.Y.C. Local Law No. 113 (2015), https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=1739320&GUID=0D5918DB-F678-48A3-8EE5-D6165B32BF62&Options=ID|Text|&Search=veterans.]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  Id.] 

In recent years, this Committee has held oversight hearings on a variety of topics within the “pivotal areas” cited as part of DVS’s mission, including these hearings: Update on the City’s Efforts to End Veterans’ Homelessness (April 2022),[footnoteRef:5] How New York City’s Veterans Access Healthcare (June, 2022),[footnoteRef:6] Veteran Entrepreneurship and Public Contract Opportunities (October 2022),[footnoteRef:7] Support Services for Student Veterans at The City University of New York (January 2023),[footnoteRef:8] Mental Health Services for Veterans (September 2023),[footnoteRef:9] Supportive Housing in New York City (December 2023),[footnoteRef:10] Promising Therapies for Veterans’ Mental and Emotional Health (June 2024),[footnoteRef:11] and Supporting the Families of Veterans with PTSD (October 2024).[footnoteRef:12] This hearing focuses on one of the agency’s stated“pivotal area[s]” that has not been addressed in recent years: culture. [5:  Hearing materials available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5532161&GUID=20BDC186-CCA4-4748-B405-02C668F67249&Options=&Search=.]  [6:  Hearing materials available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5663617&GUID=E95CB4F7-4D49-4904-9365-80B5A675963C&Options=&Search=.]  [7:  Hearing materials available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5761787&GUID=E043187D-5F9B-49ED-A6CD-7E60D1B0F843&Options=&Search=.]  [8:  Hearing materials available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5971998&GUID=0B8EEE68-5345-4041-8302-A7997DFFF64D&Options=&Search=.]  [9:  Hearing materials available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6319113&GUID=816DEB9E-647C-4E94-B3CD-CA0B2752C5B3&Options=&Search=.]  [10:  Hearing materials available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6391271&GUID=2F603AAD-8DFD-4E7E-AFB3-1288E36FDBAB&Options=&Search=.]  [11:  Hearing materials available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6704329&GUID=01931B83-32A1-4BAA-9697-D3D2837F8014&Options=&Search=.]  [12:  Hearing materials available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6863881&GUID=DDF6E5F0-29E9-4CBF-BC68-FE82A22A1486&Options=&Search=.] 


NATIONAL INITIATIVES IN THE ARTS FOR ENGAGING VETERANS
As a former senior executive at NYC’s Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian, former assistant commissioner at the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA), and Americans for the Arts board member,[footnoteRef:13] John Haworth has written about the role of the arts in serving Veterans and the military, noting that given the unique challenges faced by service members, including managing stress and trauma and reestablishing connections with their routines, relationships, and communities, the arts play a vital role in supporting health and well-being.[footnoteRef:14] Haworth makes his point by spotlighting a variety of arts initiatives around the country that are supporting Veterans and their families, including:  [13:  Americans for the Arts website at https://www.americansforthearts.org/about-americans-for-the-arts/board-of-directors/john-haworth.]  [14:  Haworth, John. “Four Ways The Arts Are Serving Veterans and the Military.” ARTSBLOG, Americans for the Arts (May 16, 2022). Available at https://blog.americansforthearts.org/2022/05/16/four-ways-the-arts-are-serving-veterans-and-the-military.] 

· Americans for the Arts’ National Initiative for Arts & Health Across the Military connects the military, public, and private sectors to increase support for using the arts in addressing Veterans’ health needs.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Id.] 

· The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD), and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) established Creative Forces: NEA Military Healing Arts Network to set up arts-related therapies at clinical sites as well as to support arts programs in non-clinical settings through its Community Engagement Grants.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Id.] 

· The American Alliance of Museums supports free museum admission for Veterans and works with a group of 57 Army museums, including one at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Id.] 

· The Philadelphia Museum of Art and the Museum of Glass (Tacoma, Washington) both offer art-making workshops to help Veterans with collaborative skills and confidence building, and the Museum of Glass also organizes public exhibitions of the resulting work.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Id.] 

· San Diego’s Veterans Art Project provides free art classes in ceramics, glass, woodworking, and bronze casting taught by diverse artists to Veterans, active-duty servicemembers, their families, and their caregivers, with the aim of assisting in the transition from military to civilian life.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Id.] 

· Headquartered in Los Angeles, the U.S. Veterans’ Artists Alliance supports theater, film, television, literary, and visual arts projects that speak to the concerns of Veterans who are artists themselves.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Id.] 

· Based in Cornwall, New York, Veterans Repertory Theater brings together Veterans and professional theater artists to produce theatrical performances, often using plays from its sponsored playwriting competitions for Veterans.[footnoteRef:21]  [21:  Id.] 


LOCAL NYC INITIATIVES IN THE ARTS FOR ENGAGING VETERANS
This Committee has heard testimony in prior hearings about the use of the arts as a therapeutic strategy for working with Veterans suffering with PTSD and with other effects of mental stress and physical ailments that originated during their military service.[footnoteRef:22] DVS has identified the following as just some of the local initiatives in the arts—some of which are funded by the City—that reach out to Veterans, both as therapies and as arts activities that simply provide enrichment in the lives of the participants: [22:  Supra at 10, 11; Testimony of MJHS Hospice and Palliative Care, Oversight: Promising Therapies for Veterans' Mental and Emotional Health, Submitted to the New York City Council Committee on Veterans, Chair Robert Holden Presiding (June 18, 2024); Testimony of the Intrepid Museum, Oversight: Supporting the Families of Veterans with PTSD, Submitted to the New York City Council Committee on Veterans and the Committee on Mental Health, Disabilities, and Addiction, Chairs Robert Holden and Linda Lee Presiding (October 29, 2024). ] 

· The Theatre Development Fund’s Veteran Theatregoing Program, with past support from DCLA and the New York City Council, works with Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs) and other organizations and corporations to distribute free tickets to theater performances to Veterans.[footnoteRef:23] Giving Veterans the chance to attend theatrical performances with their fellow Veterans has proved to be an uplifting experience.[footnoteRef:24] [23:  Id.]  [24:  Id.] 

· Founded by U.S. Marine Veteran Román Baca, who is classically trained in ballet, and his ballerina wife, Lisa Fitzgerald, Exit12 Dance Company creates and presents “works of high cultural significance that inspire conversations about world differences and the lasting effects of violence and conflict on communities, families, and individuals.”[footnoteRef:25] Through its contemporary dance performances, its workshops, and its lectures, Exit12 “heals the veteran and military-connected community, educates civilians, and advocates for veterans issues.”[footnoteRef:26] [25:  Exit12 Dance Company website at https://exit12danceco.org/about.]  [26:  Id.] 

· In addition to an annual Veterans’ Day ceremony, the Intrepid Museum offers free advance registration and admission for Veterans, active-duty servicemembers, and their families to attend all Musuem in-person and online programming.[footnoteRef:27] Through Intrepid After Hours, the Museum also offers Veterans and servicemembers a chance to tour the Museum without crowds and to bond with their military peers over conversation and dinner.[footnoteRef:28] In addition, the Museum offers free guided tours and interactive online programs for Veterans and military families in cooperation with VSOs as well as priority access to a variety of public events at the Museum.[footnoteRef:29] [27:  Intrepid Museum website at https://intrepidmuseum.org/search?keyword=Veterans.]  [28:  Intrepid Museum website at https://intrepidmuseum.org/events/join-program/veterans-military.]  [29:  Id.] 

· Started more than 15 years ago by Veteran Stephan Wolfert, DE-CRUIT is based on Wolfert’s personal journey of using Shakespeare to “re-wire [his] brain.”[footnoteRef:30] Developed and delivered by Veterans for Veterans suffering from the mental and emotional effects of their service and now scientifically evaluated, Wolfert notes that Shakespeare himself lived in a time of war and was surrounded by soldiers and Veterans.[footnoteRef:31] DE-CRUIT methods use rhythmic breathing (taken from marching cadence, akin to Shakespeare’s use of iambic pentameter), public speaking, and Shakespearean monologues related to Veterans’ trauma.[footnoteRef:32] DE-CRUIT’s website tagline is this: “We were recruited and ‘wired for war,’ but never DE-cruited and unwired from war.”[footnoteRef:33] [30:  DE-CRUIT website at https://www.decruit.org/about/.]  [31:  Id.]  [32:  Id.]  [33:  DE-CRUIT website at https://www.decruit.org/.] 

· The Josephine Herrick Project (JHP) has been working with Veterans since 1941 through the medium of photography to support Veterans as they share their stories and re-integrate into their communities after their service.[footnoteRef:34] Veterans say that JHP has given them a “renewed sense of curiosity [and] a passion for expressing themselves through photography,” and it has also “broken social isolation” and has “given them a new outlook on their lives, families and neighborhoods.”[footnoteRef:35] JHP’s work is funded, in part, by the New York City Council through its Veterans Community Development Initiative and administered by the Department of Youth and Community Development.[footnoteRef:36]  [34:  Josephine Herrick Project website at https://www.jhproject.org/veterans.]  [35:  Id.]  [36:  Id.] 

· Poetic Theater Productions has presented the work of Veterans since 2011 and now produces the Veterans Voices Workshop Program to “build bridges between veterans and civilians, storytellers and audiences, professional artists, and those discovering their voice for the first time.”[footnoteRef:37] In addition to events, performances, and workshops designed for Veterans, Poetic’s Veteran participants are included as performers throughout all of its productions and workshop programming.[footnoteRef:38] [37:  Poetic Theater Productions website at https://www.poetictheater.com/about-ptp/veteran-voices-main/.]  [38:  Id.] 

· The Harlem chapter of Guitars for Vets (G4V) offers programming available from this national nonprofit organization.[footnoteRef:39] Veterans can learn the genre of guitar music that is most appealing to them through 10 weeks of free individual lessons.[footnoteRef:40] At the conclusion of the lessons, a free acoustic guitar and associated equipment are provided to each graduate.[footnoteRef:41] After that, interested Veterans can jam together in Veterans’ groups.[footnoteRef:42] G4V is run by volunteers, typically though VA and community-based medical centers.[footnoteRef:43] [39: Guitars for Vets website at  https://guitars4vets.org/for-vets/.]  [40:  Id.]  [41:  Id.]  [42:  Id.]  [43:  Id.] 


DVS continues to emphasize its ongoing commitment to supporting Veterans through arts and culture initiatives. Programs such as the Veteran Voices Project[footnoteRef:44] and partnerships with organizations like the David Lynch Foundation, GallopNYC, and the Veterans Yoga Project demonstrate the agency’s dedication to leveraging expressive and therapeutic modalities to enhance Veterans’ mental and emotional well-being.[footnoteRef:45] Moving forward, DVS is expected to expand its efforts, particularly through the PFC Joseph P. Dwyer Peer Support Program, which seeks innovative approaches to social engagement and peer-to-peer support.[footnoteRef:46] These initiatives underscore DVS’s role in creating resilience and community among NYC’s Veterans and their families.  [44:  N.Y.C. Dep’t of Veterans’ Servs., Veteran Voices Project, https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/initiatives/veteran-voices-project.page (last visited Dec. 12, 2024).]  [45:  N.Y.C. Dep’t of Veterans’ Servs., Mental and Behavioral Health, https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/services/mental-and-behavioral-health.page (last visited Dec. 12, 2024)]  [46:  N.Y.C. Dep’t of Veterans’ Servs., PFC Joseph P. Dwyer Peer Support Program, https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/community/Dwyer-peer-to-peer-program.page (last visited Dec. 12, 2024).] 


LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 
a. INT. NO. 686-2024 

This bill would amend the membership of the Street Vendor Advisory Board to include the Commissioner of Veterans’ Services or their designee, and to increase the number of Speaker-appointed members to 7, to include a representative of the Veteran community. This bill would also require the Department of Veterans’ Services to post on its website information related to resources and support for Veteran vendors. This bill would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.
b. INT. NO. 687-2024

This bill would waive the $200 annual permit fee for mobile food unit commissaries that reserve at least one space for a Veteran vendor. This bill would take effect 90 days after it becomes law. 
c. INT. NO. 688-2024
This bill would create cure periods for certain violations issued by the Fire Department of the City of New York, the Department of Sanitation, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Department of Transportation, the Department of Environmental Protection, and the Department of Buildings for Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs). Cure periods would be 120 days in length, with a possibility of extension. A VSO that cures a violation within the cure period would avoid being required to pay a fine or civil penalty. No cure period would be authorized, however, for a violation that is an immediate threat to health or safety. This bill would also require the Department of Veterans’ Services to conduct a public information and outreach campaign regarding the new cure periods. This bill would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.
d. INT. NO. 959-2024 

This bill would establish a program administered by the Department of Veterans' Services in coordination with the Department of Social Services to provide monthly rental assistance to homeless Veterans, covering their monthly housing rent up to a maximum amount based on the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development’s fair market rent guidelines. Veterans would not be required to contribute from their income toward rent. To be eligible, a Veteran would need to have a gross income not exceeding 200% of the federal poverty level, not be receiving another governmental housing subsidy, and be a New York City resident. The Commissioner of Veterans’ Services would have to periodically reassess eligibility and discontinue assistance if a Veteran no longer meets the eligibility criteria or secures permanent housing that does not require rent payments. Finally, the Commissioner would have to conduct outreach to landlords and homeless Veterans about this program. This bill would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.

CONCLUSION
The Committee is interested in assessing current efforts by DVS and any other cooperating NYC agencies and organizations to connect Veterans with arts and cultural opportunities. The Committee is also interested in ways in which the City Council might support initiatives to provide more arts and cultural activities and to strengthen connections among cooperating agencies and organizations for the mutual benefit of the Veterans and NYC’s diverse arts and cultural community. 


Res. No. 18
 
Resolution calling on the New York City Department of Education to observe Veterans Day the Friday before November 11th if it falls on a Saturday and the Monday after the 11th if it falls on a Sunday.
 
By Council Members Paladino, Yeger, Gutiérrez, Holden, Schulman, Ung, Feliz, Brooks-Powers, Hanks, Banks, Menin, Williams, Joseph, Ariola, Marmorato, Vernikov, Borelli and Carr
 
Whereas, The United States (U.S.) owes its creation and continued existence to the brave members of the armed forces who have fought, and sometimes died, for this country; and
Whereas, In recognition of their service and sacrifices, U.S. leaders have designated various holidays to celebrate members of the armed forces, past and present; and
Whereas, These holidays include Memorial Day, which honors those who have died while in military service; Armed Forces Day, which honors those currently serving in the U.S. military; and Veterans Day, which honors the service of all U.S. veterans; and
Whereas, Veterans Day was originally called Armistice Day to commemorate the anniversary of the armistice that ended World War I, which was signed the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918; and
Whereas, Armistice Day was first celebrated on November 11, 1919 under the leadership of President Woodrow Wilson; and
Whereas, In 1938, November 11th was declared a legal federal holiday known as “Armistice Day” by act of Congress; and
Whereas, Armistice Day was renamed Veterans Day in 1954 by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, at the urging of major U.S. veterans organizations; and
Whereas, According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2022 there were 16.2 million veterans in the U.S.; and
Whereas, A 2021 New York State Department of Health survey estimated that approximately 969,000 veterans live in the state, with more than 282,000 of those residing in New York City (NYC); and
Whereas, The NYC Department of Education (DOE) typically recognizes and closes schools for all U.S. federal holidays, including Veterans Day; and
Whereas, However, DOE’s 2023-2024 School Year Calendar does not include a school closure date for Veterans Day, as November 11th falls on Saturday in 2023; and
Whereas, Generally, a fixed date federal holiday that falls on a Saturday or Sunday is usually observed on the closest weekday, so that a holiday falling on a Saturday is observed on the preceding Friday, while a holiday falling on a Sunday is observed on the succeeding Monday; and
Whereas, Some parents, teachers, and students have expressed disappointment and anger that NYC public schools will not commemorate the vital contributions of veterans this year by observing Veterans Day; and
Whereas, It is crucial for NYC schools to observe Veterans Day to honor the contributions of veterans and enable students to learn about and recognize the service and sacrifices of U.S. military veterans; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York City Department of Education to observe Veterans Day the Friday before November 11th if it falls on a Saturday and the Monday after the 11th if it falls on a Sunday.
 
Session 13
LS # 14454
10/17/23
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Session 12
LS # 14454
10/17/23

Res. No. 311
 
Resolution calling on the New York State Assembly to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.2028-A/A.2965-A, to establish a property tax exemption for veterans with a 100 percent service-connected disability.
 
By Council Members Holden, Yeger, Menin, Dinowitz, Rivera, Hanks, Ariola, Marmorato, Vernikov, Carr and Paladino
Whereas, America’s veterans have made immense sacrifices for our country, which can result in service-connected disabilities that affect their ability to find employment, resulting in financial hardship; and
Whereas, Veterans with a service-connected disability encounter many obstacles to finding and maintaining a job, including a lack of understanding or knowledge on the part of employers with respect to disability-related supports and rights; and
Whereas, Many states grant former service members with a service-connected disability a property tax abatement to honor their contributions and ease their financial struggle, but the scale and scope of exemptions vary; and
Whereas, The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) rates disability on a scale of 0 to 100 percent, rounding off to the nearest 10 percent, with higher percentages correlating to more severe conditions; and
Whereas, Permanent and total disability means a veteran has a service-connected condition that the VA has determined will not improve; and
Whereas, Temporary 100 percent disability means a veteran has a condition that is fully disabling but not permanent; and
Whereas, Individual unemployability is a VA designation for veterans deemed unable to work due to a service-connected disability; and
Whereas, 18 states offer a complete property tax exemption on the former service member’s primary residence if they have a 100% disability rating, but New York State does not; and
Whereas, Currently, New York City (City) offers two types of property tax exemptions to veterans-the Alternative Veterans Exemption and the Eligible Funds Exemption; and
Whereas, The Alternative Veterans Exemption reduces the assessed value of the recipient’s property before taxes are assessed, if the veteran served during a qualified service period, with an additional reduction if they served in a combat zone; and
Whereas, The Eligible Funds Exemption reduces the assessed value of the recipient’s property before taxes are assessed and is available to veterans who purchase their homes using "eligible funds," including pensions, bonuses, insurance, and mustering-out pay; and
Whereas, While these exemptions acknowledge the contributions of our City’s veterans, there is more that the City must do to recognize the challenges of service-disabled veterans; and
Whereas, S.2028-A, sponsored by State Senator Joseph Addabbo, and A.2965-A, sponsored by State Assembly Member Stacey Pheffer-Amato, would create an exemption from all taxes imposed upon disabled veterans and their spouses, with a 100 percent service-connected disability; and
Whereas, This legislation has already passed the State Senate, however it awaits passage in the State Assembly before reaching the Governor’s desk for signature; and
Whereas, Policymakers at all levels of government play a role in easing this population’s financial strain and transition back to civilian life; and
Whereas, For their commendable service and tremendous sacrifice, veterans with a 100 percent service-connected disability are entitled to this benefit; now, therefore be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Assembly to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.2028-A/A.2965-A, to establish a property tax exemption for veterans with a 100 percent service-connected disability.
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Res. No. 465
 
Resolution calling upon the New York City Housing Authority to include an admission preference for public housing in its next proposed agency plan for all veterans of the U.S. military.
 
By Council Members Ariola, Brooks-Powers, Yeger, Banks, Holden, Menin, Williams, Schulman, Hanks, Zhuang, The Speaker (Council Member Adams), Nurse, Joseph, Rivera, Narcisse, Brannan, Carr, Paladino, Marmorato, Vernikov and Borelli
 
Whereas, The veterans of the U.S. military have served the U.S. and deserve support upon their return to civilian life; and
Whereas, According to a report published in 2023 by the Office of the New York State Comptroller citing data compiled by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), as of 2022 there were approximately 500 homeless veterans in New York City alone, highlighting the need for supportive housing measures in New York City for veterans; and
Whereas, The New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA), a public development corporation responsible for providing public housing in New York City, is home to 1 in 17 New Yorkers, providing affordable housing to 528,105 residents across New York City’s five boroughs; and
Whereas, Pursuant to section 156 of the Public Housing Law of New York State and federal regulations outlined in section 960.206 of title 24 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations, NYCHA has the capability to establish admission preferences and specific priorities to address the needs of certain populations; and
Whereas, Populations currently receiving specific priority in NYCHA public housing admissions include victims of domestic violence, working families, and intimidated witnesses, among others; and
Whereas, Such preferences and priorities are determined based on local housing needs through a process mandated by section 1437c-1 of title 42 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations, involving inclusion of such preferences and priorities in NYCHA’s annual plan that is subject to a period of public comment, consultation between NYCHA and its resident advisory board, and submission to and approval by HUD; and
Whereas, Veterans do not receive admission preference or specific priority in public housing under NYCHA, a point evidenced by Attachment A to the NYCHA Final Annual Agency Plan for Fiscal Year 2024, in which the “other preferences” section under the “(C)(1)(A)(4) Admission Preferences” subheading includes an entry for “veterans and veterans’ families” but the corresponding box remains unchecked; and
Whereas, According to the NYCHA Final Annual Agency Plan for Fiscal Year 2024, NYCHA has an allocation from HUD of 3,385 Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing vouchers intended to provide financial rental assistance to homeless veterans, but such assistance is separate and distinct from an admission preference for public housing; and
Whereas, The Council has historically advocated for the inclusion of admission preferences for veterans within NYCHA’s policies, expressly calling for a preference for veterans with a military service-connected disability in the years 2004, 2006, and 2010, yet NYCHA still does not have an admission preference for veterans; and
Whereas, Establishing an admission preference for veterans within NYCHA’s policies would directly respond to the significant challenge of veteran homelessness in New York City, providing essential support to those in need of affordable housing; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York City Housing Authority to include an admission preference for public housing in its next proposed agency plan for all veterans of the U.S. military.
JL
LS #16150
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	Int. No. 686
By Council Members Holden, Gennaro, Yeger, Dinowitz, Rivera, Hanks, Paladino, Vernikov and Carr
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to supporting veteran vendors

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 20-465.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 18 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
a. There is hereby established a street vendor advisory board consisting of the commissioner of consumer and worker protection, the commissioner of health and mental hygiene, the commissioner of small business services, the commissioner of transportation, the commissioner of veterans’ services, and the police commissioner, or the designee of any such commissioner, [six] 7 members appointed by the speaker, [two] 2 of whom represent street vendors, [one] 1 of whom [represent] represents the small business community, [one] 1 of whom represents organizations representing workers at retail food stores, [one] 1 of whom represents property owners, 1 of whom represents the veteran community, and [one] 1 of whom who represents a community organization, and [four] 4 members appointed by the mayor, [two] 2 of whom represent street vendors and [two] 2 of whom represent the small business community.
§ 2. Title 31 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 31-113 to read as follows:
§ 31-113 Information and resources for veteran vendors. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the term “small business” means a business which is resident in the State of New York, independently owned and operated, not dominant in its field, and employs 100 or fewer persons.
b. The department shall post on its website information and resources related to supporting veterans who are general vendors, as defined in subdivision b of section 20-452, including, but not limited to:
1. A brief  history in relation to veteran general vendors;
2. An overview of relevant terms, including a description of applicable licenses and permits for veteran general vendors;
3. Information related to applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations;
4. Information related to completing the application process for any applicable licenses, permits, programs, support, and grants;
5. Information related to tax preparation resources, including but not limited to tax preparation assistance for small business owners;
6. Links to city webpages that contain information related to assistance, resources, or relevant support for veteran general vendors;
7. A copy of the most recent recommendation made by the street vendor advisory board, as required by subdivision b of section 20-465.2; and
8. Information regarding opportunities for veteran general vendors to seek and obtain financial support.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 687
 
By Council Members Holden, Restler, Yeger, Dinowitz, Banks, Rivera, Hanks, Vernikov, Carr and Paladino
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to waiving permit fees for mobile food unit commissaries that reserve space for veteran vendors
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subdivision c of section 17-307 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:
c. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a commissary, or place of food distribution, or a place wherein five or more pushcarts, or more than one vehicle are stored, without first obtaining a permit. The commissioner shall waive the fee for such permit for any commissary operator that reserves at least one space for the storage of a mobile food unit operated by a veteran, as defined in subdivision j of section 17-306.
§ 2. This law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 688

By Council Members Holden, Borelli, Ariola, Yeger, Dinowitz, Banks, Rivera, Hanks, Carr, Vernikov and Paladino

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to cure periods for certain violations by veterans service organizations

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 15 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 15-147 to read as follows:
§ 15-147 Cure periods for certain department violations issued to veterans service organizations. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term “veterans service organization” has the same meaning as set forth in section 31-101.
b. Pursuant to this section and any rule promulgated thereunder, notwithstanding any other provision of law, a veterans service organization has 120 days from the service of a notice of a department violation to cure such violation without incurring a fine or civil penalty. The department shall determine by rule which violations are curable pursuant to this section and the process for curing any such violation. The submission of proof of a cure, if accepted by the department, is deemed an admission of liability for all purposes. The department shall not apply such cure period to any violation that is an immediate threat to safety.
c. After the cure period established by subdivision b of this section expires, the veterans service organization may request an extension of time from the department to cure the violation. The veterans service organization shall make such a request in a manner and form determined by the department by rule and shall include proof that such organization attempted to cure the violation within the initial cure period established by subdivision b of this section.
§ 2. Chapter 1 of title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 16-144 to read as follows:
§ 16-144 Cure periods for certain department violations issued to veterans service organizations. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term “veterans service organization” has the same meaning as set forth in section 31-101.
b. Pursuant to this section and any rule promulgated thereunder, notwithstanding any other provision of law, a veterans service organization has 120 days from the service of a notice of a department violation to cure such violation without incurring a fine or civil penalty. The department shall determine by rule which violations are curable pursuant to this section and the process for curing any such violation. The submission of proof of a cure, if accepted by the department, is deemed an admission of liability for all purposes. The department shall not apply such cure period to any violation that is an immediate threat to safety.
c. After the cure period established by subdivision b of this section expires, the veterans service organization may request an extension of time from the department to cure the violation. The veterans service organization shall make such a request in a manner and form determined by the department by rule and shall include proof that such organization attempted to cure the violation within the initial cure period established by subdivision b of this section.
§ 3. Chapter 1 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-200.1 to read as follows:
§ 17-200.1 Cure periods for certain department violations issued to veterans service organizations. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term “veterans service organization” has the same meaning as set forth in section 31-101.
b. Pursuant to this section and any rule promulgated thereunder, notwithstanding any other provision of law, a veterans service organization has 120 days from the service of a notice of a department violation to cure such violation without incurring a fine or civil penalty. The department shall determine by rule which violations are curable pursuant to this section and the process for curing any such violation. The submission of proof of a cure, if accepted by the department, is deemed an admission of liability for all purposes. The department shall not apply such cure period to any violation that is an immediate threat to safety.
c. After the cure period established by subdivision b of this section expires, the veterans service organization may request an extension of time from the department to cure the violation. The veterans service organization shall make such a request in a manner and form determined by the department by rule and shall include proof that such organization attempted to cure the violation within the initial cure period established by subdivision b of this section.
§ 4. Subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-159.7 to read as follows:
§ 19-159.7 Cure periods for certain department violations issued to veterans service organizations. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term “veterans service organization” has the same meaning as set forth in section 31-101.
b. Pursuant to this section and any rule promulgated thereunder, notwithstanding any other provision of law, a veterans service organization has 120 days from the service of a notice of a department violation to cure such violation without incurring a fine or civil penalty. The department shall determine by rule which violations are curable pursuant to this section and the process for curing any such violation. The submission of proof of a cure, if accepted by the department, is deemed an admission of liability for all purposes. The department shall not apply such cure period to any violation that is an immediate threat to safety.
c. After the cure period established by subdivision b of this section expires, the veterans service organization may request an extension of time from the department to cure the violation. The veterans service organization shall make such a request in a manner and form determined by the department by rule and shall include proof that such organization attempted to cure the violation within the initial cure period established by subdivision b of this section.
§ 5. Title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 11 to read as follows:
CHAPTER 11
CURE PERIODS FOR VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
§ 24-1101 Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings:
Department. The term “department” means the department of environmental protection.
Veterans service organization. The term “veterans service organization” has the same meaning as set forth in section 31-101.
§ 24-1102 Cure periods for certain department violations issued to veterans service organizations. a. Pursuant to this section and any rule promulgated thereunder, notwithstanding any other provision of law, a veterans service organization has 120 days from the service of a notice of a department violation to cure such violation without incurring a fine or civil penalty. The department shall determine by rule which violations are curable pursuant to this section and the process for curing any such violation. The submission of proof of a cure, if accepted by the department, is deemed an admission of liability for all purposes. The department shall not apply such cure period to any violation that is an immediate threat to safety.
b. After the cure period established by subdivision a of this section expires, the veterans service organization may request an extension of time from the department to cure the violation. The veterans service organization shall make such a request in a manner and form determined by the department by rule and shall include proof that such organization attempted to cure the violation within the initial cure period established by subdivision a of this section.
§ 6. Section 28-202.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new exception 13 to read as follows:
13. Pursuant to this section and any rule promulgated thereunder, notwithstanding any other provision of law, a veterans service organization, as defined by section 31-103, has 120 days from the service of a notice of a department violation to cure such violation without incurring a fine or civil penalty. The department shall determine by rule which violations are curable pursuant to this section and the process for curing any such violation. The submission of proof of a cure, if accepted by the department, is deemed an admission of liability for all purposes. The department shall not apply such cure period to any violation that is an immediate threat to safety. After such cure period expires, the veterans service organization may request an extension of time from the department to cure the violation. The veterans service organization shall make such a request in a manner and form determined by the department by rule and shall include proof that such organization attempted to cure the violation within the initial cure period established by this exception.
§ 7. Section 31-101 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new definition of “veterans service organization” in alphabetical order to read as follows:
Veterans service organization. The term “veterans service organization” means an association, corporation or other entity that qualifies under paragraphs (2), (4), (7), (8), (10), (19) or (23) of subsection (c) of section 501 of the internal revenue code as a tax-exempt organization that has been organized for the benefit of veterans; and that is (i) chartered by congress under part B of subtitle II of title 36 of the United States code, or (ii) recognized or approved by the secretary of the federal department of veterans affairs for purposes of preparation, presentation and prosecution of laws administered by such department under section 5902 of title 38 of the United States code and paragraphs (a) and (c) of section 628 of part 14 of title 38 of the code of federal regulations.
§ 8. Title 31 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 31-113 to read as follows:
§ 31-113 Outreach campaign pertaining to cure periods for certain violations. The department shall conduct a public information and outreach campaign to inform veterans service organizations about the cure periods available pursuant to sections 15-147, 16-144, 17-200.1, 19-159.7, 24-1102, and 28-202.1. The department shall also post information about such cure periods on its website.
§ 9. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the fire department, department of sanitation, department of health and mental hygiene, department of transportation, department of environmental protection, and department of buildings shall take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, before such date.
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	Int. No. 959
 
By Council Members Ariola, Brooks-Powers, Gutiérrez, Yeger, Banks, Narcisse, Holden, Williams, Schulman, Hanks, Zhuang, The Speaker (Council Member Adams), Nurse, Joseph, Rivera, Hudson, Paladino, Marmorato, Vernikov, Borelli and Carr
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing rental assistance to homeless veterans
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Title 31 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 31-117 to read as follows:
§ 31-117 Rental assistance for homeless veterans. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Homeless. The term “homeless” has the same meaning as set forth in section 91.5 of title 24 of the code of federal regulations regarding definitions applicable to federal regulations on consolidated submissions for community planning and development programs, or a successor provision.
Maximum rental allowance.  The term “maximum rental allowance” means the maximum rent toward which rental assistance may be applied.
Rental assistance. The term “rental assistance” means a city-initiated rental housing subsidy.
Veteran.  The term “veteran” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3101 of the charter.
b. Rental assistance program established. The commissioner, in coordination with the commissioner of social services, shall establish a program through which homeless veterans may apply to the commissioner for, and the commissioner shall provide subject to the requirements and conditions set forth in this section, monthly rental assistance.
c. Amount of monthly rental assistance. 1. The commissioner shall ensure that the amount of the monthly rental assistance provided to a homeless veteran through the program established under this section is in an amount equal to such homeless veteran’s actual monthly housing rent, provided that such amount does not exceed the monthly maximum rental allowance as set forth in subdivision d of this section.
2. The commissioner shall not require a homeless veteran to contribute from such homeless veteran’s income toward such homeless veteran’s housing rent in order to receive such monthly rental assistance.
d. Maximum rental allowances. The commissioner shall set maximum rental allowances for the program established under this section in accordance with section 982.503 of title 24 of the code of federal regulations regarding voucher payment standard amounts, or a successor provision.
e. Eligibility. 1. To be eligible for rental assistance through the program established under this section, a homeless veteran must:
(a) Have a gross income that does not exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty level as established annually by the United States department of health and human services;
(b) Not currently be receiving a housing subsidy through another city, state of New York, or federal program; and
(c) Be a city resident.
2. The commissioner shall not base eligibility for such rental assistance on a homeless veteran’s employment status or source of income. The commissioner shall not require a homeless veteran to have resided or reside in temporary emergency housing of any type in order to be eligible for such rental assistance.
f. Reassessment and disqualification. 1. The commissioner shall periodically reassess the eligibility of homeless veterans who receive rental assistance through the program established under this section.
2. The commissioner shall discontinue such rental assistance under the following conditions:
(a) If the homeless veteran receiving such rental assistance no longer meets any of the eligibility criteria set forth in paragraph 1 of subdivision e of this section; or
(b) If the homeless veteran receiving such rental assistance secures permanent housing that does not require such homeless veteran to make housing rental payments.
g. Outreach. Within 15 days after the effective date of the local law that added this section and continuing thereafter, the commissioner, in consultation with the commissioner of social services, shall conduct outreach to landlords and homeless veterans in English and each of the designated citywide languages, as such term is defined in section 23-1101, concerning the program established under this section.
h. Rules. The commissioner shall promulgate rules necessary for the implementation of this section.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law. 
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