New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0234-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Hudson

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to collecting information on the accessibility of private buildings and publishing this information online.

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
There are currently more than 500,000 New Yorkers living with ambulatory difficulties, according to the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities. For these New Yorkers, accessibility features like accessible entrances, elevators, and ramps are critical pieces of infrastructure that make spaces accessible to them. Currently, there is no way to track changes to accessibility features resulting from construction projects in buildings across the city. This information would ensure New Yorkers could understand the accessibility features of the buildings they are visiting before they visit them. 

This bill will require buildings applying for the approval of construction documents to submit a list of accessibility features that will be constructed or altered as a result of the project. The Department of Buildings will also be required to publish these accessibility features online for certain privately owned buildings. This bill promotes accountability for buildings maintaining accessibility features by mandating transparency about how these features are being altered and if new features are being constructed.
