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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Good morning,

          3  ladies and gentlemen. I would like to welcome you to

          4  this session of the Council Finance Committee. If

          5  everybody would be good enough to settle down,

          6  please.

          7                 The first item on the agenda is the

          8  budget modification. It is a preconsidered transfer

          9  of $267,680 from the budget of the Office of the

         10  Manhattan Borough President to various City agencies

         11  otherwise known as MN7. One may reasonably assume

         12  that you have had the opportunity to scrutinize the

         13  MN7 document in front of you, and therefore at this

         14  time we would be glad to entertain any questions

         15  that you may have.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: This is a

         17  housekeeping sort of thing?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Yes, sir, it is a

         19  housekeeping sort of thing. There is no new money.

         20                 Are there any questions concerning

         21  MN7? It is therefore the wish of the Council that we

         22  accommodate the request of the Borough President of

         23  Manhattan, we will then couple this item.

         24                 We now have some preconsidered

         25  resolutions.
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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 Would you be good enough to identify

          3  yourself.

          4                 MS. SANCHEZ: Luisa Sanchez from the

          5  Finance Division.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Welcome.

          7                 MS. SANCHEZ: Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Now you have to

          9  leave? We just got to know you.

         10                 MS. SANCHEZ: Well, do you have any

         11  questions on MN 7?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: We do, but we

         13  will ask you privately.

         14                 MS. SANCHEZ: Okay.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay, we are

         16  going to do the Land Use items. We can do the Land

         17  Use items and then we will do Barbara's thing.

         18                 Good morning, Henry.

         19                 MR. HENDERSON: Good morning.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Do you feel

         21  compelled to identify yourself?

         22                 MR. HENDERSON: Henry Henderson,

         23  Finance Division.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay. Everybody

         25  take out your Land Use items. The sheet that
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          2  involves Land Use items that are referred to us is

          3  the one with Henry's name at the top. This document.

          4                 All right, Henry. We have a number of

          5  items, Land Use is 410, 433, 453, 56, 57.

          6                 Okay, now, let's do 410 first. That

          7  is the TIL program in Brooklyn, Council Member

          8  Boyland's district. It is one building, eight units,

          9  30-year exemption. Thirty year, total amount to be

         10  exempted, $271,000; is that correct?

         11                 MR. HENDERSON: That's correct.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: And Council

         13  Member Boyland is in accord with this?

         14                 MR. HENDERSON: Yes.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Any questions?

         16  Anything we should know, Mr. Henderson?

         17                 MR. HENDERSON: Well -- no.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I am glad you

         19  gave it a lot of thought.

         20                 MR. HENDERSON: Except for the fact

         21  that the TIL exemption, it had previously been a

         22  30-year tax exemption, that statute is now ending in

         23  2029, so currently now it is a 30-year exemption and

         24  the next year it will be a 29-year exemption.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: That makes sense.
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          2                 MR. HENDERSON: Right.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: The next one is

          4  the TIL program, again this is in Council Member

          5  Perkins' District. One building, ten units. Again 30

          6  years, and there there is no exempt amount; is that

          7  correct?

          8                 MR. HENDERSON: That's correct. In

          9  this one the current level of assessment on the

         10  building doesn't reach the ceiling amount over which

         11  the taxes are exempted on the building.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right, so

         13  there is no amount to be exempted.

         14                 MR. HENDERSON: Right. But if it was

         15  assessed higher in the future, then there might be a

         16  tax exemption.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: The next is in

         18  Councilman Robles' district. Councilman Robles.

         19  These are 80 buildings, 160 units, that means that

         20  -- what are there, two units to a building?

         21                 MR. HENDERSON: Two family homes,

         22  exactly.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Two-family homes.

         24  And this is a 20-year exemption with the total

         25  20-year exempt amount to $3,052,000.
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          2                 Mr. Robles.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: My good friend

          4  Jim Bodello has briefed me, has kept me abreast and

          5  I support it 100 percent.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

          7  Robles.

          8                 Mr. Henderson, are we omitting

          9  anything that we should know about?

         10                 MR. HENDERSON: I think that should

         11  cover it.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Thank you.

         13                 Going back to the TIL program in

         14  Council Member Foster's district. One building, 25

         15  units, 30-year exemption, total 30-year exempt

         16  amount of $429,000.

         17                 MR. HENDERSON: That's correct.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Mr. Foster, are

         19  you at peace with this?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: What is that?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Land Use 458. 902

         22  Eagle Avenue.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Finally, in

         25  Council Member Cruz' district, another TIL program.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            8

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  One building, 15 units.

          3                 Council Member Cruz has been

          4  consulted?

          5                 MR. HENDERSON: Yes, she has, and she

          6  approves of this program.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Very good.

          8                 Okay, that takes care of the TIL

          9  program and the Land Use items.

         10                 All right, thank you, Mr. Henderson.

         11                 MR. HENDERSON: All right, now we are

         12  going to do the preconsidered resolution

         13  establishing the Columbus Avenue business concerning

         14  the establishment of the Columbus Avenue BID.

         15                 Barbara, welcome back. It has been

         16  awhile.

         17                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WOLFF: Thank

         18  you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: How are you?

         20                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WOLFF: Fine,

         21  thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Good.

         23                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WOLFF: Good

         24  morning. My name is Barbara Wolff, Assistant

         25  Commissioner, New York City Department of Business
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          2  Services. I am here today to ask the Committee to

          3  schedule a hearing for the Columbus Avenue BID in

          4  Manhattan, and ask us on behalf of the sponsors of

          5  the BID to mail out a notice informing as to date

          6  and place of hearing a method of objecting and

          7  asking us, the Department of Business Services, to

          8  publish a similar notice also informing as to date,

          9  time and place.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: What would be the

         11  date of the hearing?

         12                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WOLFF: June

         13  7th, 1999, I am informed, ten o'clock, in this room.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right. So,

         15  today would actually start the process, right?

         16                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WOLFF: Exactly

         17  right.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay, any

         19  questions?

         20                 All right, thank you, Barbara.

         21                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WOLFF: Thank

         22  you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right, now,

         24  people, we have a number of items to be filed, as

         25  follows:
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          2                 M469, which is a communication from

          3  the Mayor, submitting the financial plan summary

          4  books, volumes 1 and 2,f or Fiscal Years 1999 to

          5  2003, pursuant to Section 101 and 213 of the City

          6  Charter.

          7                 M470, submitting, it is also

          8  communications from the Mayor, submitting the

          9  Preliminary Expense Budget for Year 2000, pursuant

         10  to Section 225 and 236 of the Charter.

         11                 M471. Communication from the Mayor

         12  submitting the contract budget report for Fiscal

         13  Year 2000 pursuant to Section 104 of the New York

         14  City Charter.

         15                 M472, same communication, submitting

         16  geographic reports for Expense Budget for Fiscal

         17  Year 2000 pursuant to Sections 100 and 231 of the

         18  Charter.

         19                 M473. Communication from the Mayor

         20  submitting departmental estimates.

         21                 You know, we still have to vote,

         22  where is everybody going? We didn't call the roll

         23  call yet.

         24                 Do me a favor, Katherine?

         25                 MS. HICKS: Yes.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Would you ask all

          3  of the members of the Finance Committee to come in

          4  here for the roll call?

          5                 MS. HICKS: Yes.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Submitting

          7  departmental estimates, reported in volumes 1, 2, 3,

          8  4 and 5 for Fiscal Year 2000, pursuant to Sections

          9  100, 212, 231 of the Charter.

         10                 M474. Submitting the Preliminary

         11  Capital Budget Fiscal Year 2000, capital project

         12  detail data, Citywide volumes 1 and 2, pursuant to

         13  Section 213, subdivision 4, and 219 subdivision D of

         14  the City Charter.

         15                 M475. Communication from the Mayor,

         16  submitting the Preliminary Capital Budget Fiscal

         17  Year 2000 capital project detail data for Brooklyn,

         18  Manhattan, Queens, the Bronx and Staten Island,

         19  pursuant to Sections 213, sub 4, 219, sub D of the

         20  Charter.

         21                 M476. Communication from the Mayor

         22  submitting the Preliminary Capital Budget Fiscal

         23  Year 2000, pursuant to Section 213 and 236 of the

         24  Charter.

         25                 M477, submitting the Capital
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          2  Commitment Plan Fiscal Year 2000, volumes 1, 2 and

          3  3, and the Capital Commitment Plan, Fiscal 2000,

          4  Financial Summary, pursuant to Section 219 of the

          5  New York Charter, the New York City Charter.

          6                 M478, submitting the Preliminary

          7  10-year capital strategy, Fiscal 2000-2009.

          8                 Finally, M553, which is a

          9  communication from the Queens Borough President,

         10  pursuant to Section 245 of the City Charter,

         11  submitting proposed reallocation package for the

         12  Year 2000 Preliminary Budget.

         13                 All right, roll call.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands

          7  at nine in the affirmative, none in the negative and

          8  no abstentions, and it is still open.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: No, it is not

         10  open. I mean, if they come up to vote, you know,

         11  they are going to have to ask permission. So, let

         12  the items pass.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Okay.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 11:20 a.m.)

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            14

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 26th day of May 1999.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            15

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

