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The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Preston Niblack, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No:  1003-A
Committee:
Environmental Protection

Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to asbestos abatement and repealing article 106 of chapter 1 of title 28 of the administrative code in relation thereto.
Sponsor:
By Council Members Martinez, Gerson, the Speaker (Council member Quinn), Crowley, Ulrich, White Jr., and Koppell (in conjunction with the Mayor).
Summary of Legislation:  The legislation would require the Commissioner of DEP to adopt rules specifying the standards for the construction of temporary structures for asbestos abatement activities.  In addition to any other requirements, such rules shall provide that materials used in the construction of such structures be non-combustible or flame resistant.

The legislation would establish a permit requirement for asbestos projects, as defined in the rules of the department, affecting the safety of a building.  The rules for the permitting will be adopted in consultation with the fire commissioner and the commissioner of buildings and shall specify criteria for the issuance of such permits and requirements to enhance safety at the site of such projects.  The criteria for the permit requirement will include, but shall not be limited to, the effect of the project on the maintenance of the means of egress in the building in compliance with applicable provisions of the New York city construction codes, the New York city fire code and other applicable provisions of law, the effect of the project on the fire protection systems of the building and whether the project includes work performed only for the purpose of the asbestos project that may otherwise require a work permit from the department of buildings.
Under this legislation, if the proposed asbestos project would involve construction work that would otherwise require a work permit from the department of buildings, construction documents shall be part of the abatement permit application filed with the department of environmental protection, except where the submission of such documents is waived by the department of buildings.  The commissioner of buildings, his or her duly authorized representative, or an employee of the department of environmental protection designated by the commissioner of buildings who is a qualified registered design professional with experience in building construction and design shall approve or accept such construction documents on behalf of the department of buildings. No abatement permit shall be issued without such approval or acceptance.  Fines for non-compliance with this legislation range from $1,000 to $15,000, and will be issued by a designee from the Department of Environmental Protection.  The fee for the permit is yet to be determined.
Effective Date:  This local law would take 60 days after it is enacted into law.


Fiscal Year IN, WHICH Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2009
Fiscal Impact Statement:
	
	Effective FY09
	FY Succeeding

Effective FY10
	Full Fiscal

Impact FY09

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Net
	$0
	$0
	$0


Impact on Revenues: There would be an impact on revenue in Fiscal Year 2010 but it is premature to estimate what the revenues would be without the establishment of a permit fee and a sense of how many fines would be imposed on violators and at what dollar amount.
Impact on Expenditures: There would be no impact on expenditures resulting from the enactment of this legislation.
Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
General Fund

Source of Information:

City Council Finance Division

Estimate Prepared By:

Jonathan Rosenberg, Deputy Director

Nathan Toth, Assistant Director 

History:


This legislation was introduced as Int. 1003 by the Full Council and referred to the Committee on Environmental Protection on May 20, 2009.  The Committee on Environmental Protection held a hearing on Int. 1003 and laid over the legislation on May 21, 2009.  An amendment has been proposed, and the committee will consider the legislation as Proposed Int. 1003-A on June 09, 2009.
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