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          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: This meeting of

          3  the General Welfare Committee is called to order.

          4                 I want to thank my colleagues for

          5  being here, members of the Committee, Larry

          6  Seabrook, Annabel Palma, Gale Brewer, and our

          7  special guest Margarita Lopez. We're going to have a

          8  very brief meeting, in light of the fact that the

          9  democratic caucus meeting will be starting in a few

         10  moments.

         11                 But I do want to say we have three

         12  very important pieces of legislation we are acting

         13  on today, and I want to begin by commending the

         14  sponsors of each piece. Margarita Lopez, Melinda

         15  Katz, and Betsy Gotbaum. Each have provided a

         16  tremendous leadership on three important issues that

         17  because of our action taken today we're going to

         18  take very tangible steps forward on.

         19                 Intro. 266-A, which will finally

         20  ensure that women are treated fairly in their

         21  dealings with our child welfare system, and that

         22  they will not be stigmatized, and I want Margarita

         23  to address that in just a moment. Intro. 408-A,

         24  which makes sure we will keep our children in our

         25  shelter system safer, by providing them and their
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          2  parents with information to protect their lives and

          3  their health.

          4                 And Intro. 522-A, a piece of our

          5  legislation that was part of our earlier package of

          6  legislation on child care and on improving oversight

          7  and accountability with child care facilities.

          8                 Unfortunately, this piece had been

          9  vetoed by the Mayor, for what I believe was very

         10  narrow procedural grounds. We have an opportunity

         11  today to send this back to the full Council and

         12  override. I think it's very important we do.

         13                 I will just note that in the other

         14  two cases, the Administration has agreed with this

         15  Committee and has agreed to sign both the Intro.

         16  266-A and Intro. 408-A, and we are very appreciative

         17  of that, and we hope that means both those pieces

         18  will be enacted in practice quickly.

         19                 And I can't think of anything more

         20  important than protecting the rights of women and

         21  the health and safety of children.

         22                 I've just been joined by Council

         23  Member Bill Perkins, and I want to thank him. He was

         24  really the driving force behind Intro. 408-A, in

         25  ensuring that we tried to make sure kids in our
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          2  shelters were protected in every conceivable way,

          3  and this was, of course, particularly true after the

          4  tragic death in the spring of last year of

          5  Colesvinton Florestal, in a city-run shelter which

          6  led to hearings inspired by Council Member Perkins.

          7                 So, we're going to do three separate

          8  votes, but because we have one of the sponsors of

          9  one of the pieces of legislation here, I want to

         10  give Council Member Margarita Lopez an opportunity

         11  to say something before we vote.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Okay. I just

         13  want to thank, to begin with, the Chairman of this

         14  Committee, because what he's doing today to protect

         15  women and to give women a real chance in life when

         16  they are wrongfully accused of something that they

         17  never did just because their name appear in every

         18  single case that ACS opened when children are

         19  abused.

         20                 Mr. Chairman, your sensitivity toward

         21  women was proven today here. And it's proven very

         22  clear and very clear how much you are a feminist. No

         23  one, no one who comprehend what it means to label

         24  cases open in ACS, only by the name of the mother

         25  because the policy is that if you are the mother,
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          2  you name her to be going into the case, even if you

          3  are not doing anything wrong against that child.

          4                 Many times the mothers are the one

          5  who report their abuse against the child, and the

          6  case is labeled under the name of the mother. This

          7  bill, you should be very proud that you allow it to

          8  come to the floor and it's voted today.

          9                 The second thing that I want to say

         10  is to Speaker Gifford Miller, who also is a feminist

         11  by putting this bill forward, by understanding that

         12  the question of treating people equally under the

         13  law is fundamental to sustain a society that allow

         14  people to find a job. By just understanding that,

         15  the Speaker of the City Council putting this bill

         16  forward is recognizing that when you label women by

         17  wrongdoing, intended or not, that prevent them to

         18  get them jobs, that prevent them to have an honest

         19  way of living and the Speaker had done something

         20  magnificent here and he deserve, and you, Mr.

         21  Chairman, both of you deserve, to be labeled women

         22  today for the health of the feminist movement and

         23  for the International Day that was yesterday, both

         24  of you are big feminists, and you should be

         25  congratulated for that.
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          2                 Thank you for this bill, and thank

          3  you for passing it.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you very

          5  much. I know there is probably no greater compliment

          6  you give then calling someone a feminist, and I

          7  appreciate that very, very much, and I'm sure the

          8  Speaker does as well.

          9                 And before we vote, first of all I

         10  would like to welcome Council Member Chris Quinn.

         11  And second, I'd like to give another of the sponsors

         12  of these three pieces of legislation we have here

         13  today, Council Member Melinda Katz, a chance to

         14  speak to this extremely important legislation that

         15  we now have the honor of moving forward, despite the

         16  Mayor's veto.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Chair. And I want to apologize for being tardy. We

         19  were downstairs making sure that folks are aware of

         20  getting colon cancer screening very early. And so I

         21  want to thank you for giving me this opportunity.

         22                 Today we vote to override the Mayor's

         23  veto when it comes to day care centers.

         24                 As you know, the Mayor signed a few

         25  weeks ago one of the day care center information
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          2  bills which allowed in a City day care center

          3  parents to be notified when there's any serious

          4  violations against the center.

          5                 This piece of legislation today

          6  covers state day care centers. These state day care

          7  centers are inspected by the City of New York, the

          8  reports are written by the City of New York, they

          9  are contracted by the City of New York, in order to

         10  make sure they are still safe for our children, and,

         11  yet, when we pass legislation requiring those day

         12  care centers to inform parents of any serious

         13  violations, the Mayor vetoed it.

         14                 I think that any time a parent can

         15  get the information they need, any time they leave a

         16  child in a day care center, anything we could

         17  possibly do to make sure that parents are making

         18  informed decisions as to what happens to their

         19  children on a daily basis, it is incumbent upon us

         20  to make sure it is necessary for them to get that

         21  information.

         22                 I want to thank you, Mr. Chair, for

         23  all of your support on this piece of legislation, on

         24  this bill, and I truly know that we are doing the

         25  right thing. There is never too much information
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          2  that a parent can have in order to assure the safety

          3  and welfare of their children, and that is proven by

          4  the fact that Matthew Perelli was dead because his

          5  parents did not know that there was a violation

          6  issued, a very serious violation, to the day care

          7  center that they entrusted their child to.

          8                 Thank you very much, and I look

          9  forward to overriding this veto.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         11  Council member. And thank you for your leadership.

         12                 I'm glad in terms of the three pieces

         13  we have before us today the Administration as agreed

         14  with us on two, but I want to reiterate that I, like

         15  Council Member Katz, am astounded on the very narrow

         16  procedural level the Administration is not being

         17  helpful on Intro. 522-A, despite its obvious

         18  positive impact for families in our City. And I

         19  would hope in the future they might take a more open

         20  view of the good work we're trying to do here.

         21                 It's now my pleasure to call these

         22  pieces to a vote. Now, just on a procedural level

         23  we're going to first vote to receive and file the

         24  Mayor's veto message, and we do have to vote yes

         25  just to receive and file. Then we will vote to pass
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          2  the bill back out to be overridden on the floor of

          3  the Council.

          4                 So, first let me call the vote on

          5  receiving and filing the Mayor's veto message.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          7  DeBlasio.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes. But I'd

         11  like to add my voice to the concerns expressed by

         12  the Chair that the Mayor did not find it within his

         13  ability to join us in supporting this legislation.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye,

         18  and commend Melinda Katz with how she's handled this

         19  very challenging and horrific situation.

         20                 And I also want to say that another

         21  reason to vote for this bill, as I understand it, is

         22  that it could be incredibly confusing for parents

         23  not to vote for this bill, not only for these

         24  centers, but as I understand it, from Council Member

         25  Katz, the fact of the matter is that some of the
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          2  centers will have this information based on the fact

          3  that they are City or state funded. There's another

          4  group that would be covered by this legislation.

          5                 So, can you imagine being a parent

          6  trying to figure out, now, why does one center have

          7  this information and the other center doesn't?

          8  Because you as a parent need a seamless opportunity

          9  to provide high-quality child care. That's what we

         10  as policy-makers need to be striving for.

         11                 And, so, I think on many levels it

         12  doesn't make any sense not to have this kind of

         13  seamless information for parents. Obviously for

         14  safety reasons, but just in terms of good

         15  government, I vote aye.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: I just ask the

         17  clerk's indulgence to take one step back to give

         18  Council Member Quinn an opportunity to vote.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you, sir.

         21  I had to step out to Rules.

         22                 I just want to again congratulate

         23  Council Member Katz on this legislation. I think

         24  it's truly unfortunate that we have to override a

         25  veto. It's a good thing that we're doing it, but I
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          2  think it sends the wrong message that we have to

          3  override this veto. But I want to very much

          4  congratulate her for her focus and her constantly

          5  keeping this issue moving forward to make sure what

          6  happened to the Perelli family doesn't happen again.

          7                 I also want to congratulate the

          8  Public Advocate for having a very much also ongoing

          9  laser focus on the needs of children in our foster

         10  care and ACS and DHS system, and also congratulate

         11  Council Member Lopez on the very important piece of

         12  legislation that we're passing today that she

         13  authored which she said when I was walking in and

         14  she was making Bill an honorary woman for the day.

         15  It is a very important piece of legislation,

         16  speaking to equality and how women are treated in

         17  this City and how women are seen by the City.

         18                 So, I want to congratulate her for

         19  that and also thank Jackie for all her hard work on

         20  all of these bills. And I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I also want to

         25  take the time to congratulate the Chair of this
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          2  Committee for putting these bills forward, and my

          3  colleagues, both Katz and Lopez for introducing such

          4  important pieces of legislation, and allowing me to

          5  be one of the sponsors on that legislation. And also

          6  to just state on the record that it's just a shame

          7  that we have to override the Mayor's veto because

          8  now we just have to work double as hard to make sure

          9  that enforcement and monitoring of these pieces of

         10  legislation happen in a thorough way, and I vote

         11  aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         13  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         14  abstentions, M 439 is adopted and filed.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: We'll now call

         16  the vote to override the Mayor's previous veto on

         17  522-A. So, a yes is to override, send it to the

         18  floor.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         20  DeBlasio.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         24                 And, again, are we just voting on

         25  this one piece or the whole package?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Yes, we'll do

          3  the other piece.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes. Okay,

          5  thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Sorry for being

          8  confused before, but the second opportunity to vote

          9  allows me to add congratulations and thanks to the

         10  Chair, which I left out in my first time. So, I

         11  apologize for that and I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         19  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         20  abstentions, Intro. 522-A is readopted.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: And now we will

         22  vote as a combined vote on Intro. 266-A, Council

         23  Member Lopez's bill, and on Intro. 408-A, Public

         24  Advocate Gotbaum's bill.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member
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          2  DeBlasio.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Yes, with

          4  enthusiasm.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes, with

          7  enthusiasm as well.

          8                 I want to take a moment, however, to

          9  explain my vote, particularly with regard to 408-A.

         10                 First, I want to, again, acknowledge

         11  and commend the Chair for having addressed this

         12  legislation, but even more importantly, having

         13  addressed the fact that Colesvinton Florestal, who

         14  was the subject of this legislation, when this

         15  incident took place the Chair responded immediately

         16  to making sure that this Council look into the

         17  matter, to see what were the rights, what were the

         18  wrongs, to work with the Administration to try to

         19  fix the problem that may have been brought to our

         20  attention through the Colesvinton Florestal case,

         21  but nevertheless, was indicative of the potential

         22  for other significant such cases.

         23                 I also want to thank him for

         24  acknowledging the role that I played in bringing it

         25  before the Council and, of course, want to
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          2  acknowledge the fact that our public advocate has

          3  taken a responsibility to bring in this legislation

          4  before us, where I enthusiastically vote aye of this

          5  one and all others as well. Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye and

         10  hope that these two bills in particular keep sending

         11  the message that we're very serious about human

         12  services, and people who are in need of a security

         13  net on terms of the Public Advocate and Council

         14  Member Perkins's legislation. And I congratulate

         15  Council Member Lopez for always thinking of the

         16  nuance.

         17                 Thank you very much. I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         23  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         24  abstentions, both items are adopted.

         25                 Council Members, please sign the

                                                            16

          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2  Committee reports. Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Chair?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Yes, Council

          5  Member Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: May I just thank

          7  my colleagues on behalf of the Perelli family. The

          8  death of Matthew Perelli was in a State day care

          9  center, so this legislation would cover the

         10  circumstances that their baby suffered from.

         11                 So, I want to thank you on behalf of

         12  them.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         14                 I want to thank everyone. This is a

         15  good day for the Council. We're now going down to

         16  the Caucus, Democratic Caucus meeting in the lounge.

         17                 This meeting of the General Welfare

         18  Committee is now adjourned.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 11:47 a.m.)
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