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SEPTEMBER 18, 2000

INT. NO. 788
BY: Council Members Foster, Carrion, Marshall, Pinkett, Warden and Golden; also Council Members O’Donovan, Rivera, Sabini and Spigner

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Edward A. Stevenson Boulevard, Borough of The Bronx.

INTENT:
This proposed local law would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name Edward A. Stevenson Boulevard to Boston Road, between Third Avenue and East 174th Street.
ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND:


Edward A. Stevenson was born in New York City on January 21, 1935.  He was the only child of the Honorable Edward A. Stevenson, Sr., the first Caribbean-American New York State Assemblyman (78th District, which includes the Katonah and Morrisania neighborhoods of The Bronx) and Ms. Katie Haskins.  He passed away at home on December 22, 1996 at 61 years of age.  He was raised in New York City, but he lived at various times during his childhood and teenage years in Appomattox, Virginia.  He attended New York City pubic schools and went on to further studies at Ohio State University, always returning to The Bronx.  

As an adult, he held numerous jobs.  He was a cab driver and then a Bridge and Tunnel Officer working on the Triborough Bridge.  He also acted as an assistant to his father when he was a New York State Assemblyman.  Later, he became the Assistant Director and then the Director of Neighborhood Preservation for the New York City Housing Development Administration.  Afterwards, he worked for the New York City Department of Environmental Protection for 15 years during which time he held several positions: Assistant Labor Relations Director, EEO Officer and Contract Compliance Officer.  In total, he gave the City of New York 28 faithful years of service until his retirement in 1990.  

Throughout his life, Edward Stevenson was active in all phases of the Democratic Party as well as New York City politics, but most especially Bronx politics.  He was a district leader and also served as a manager of many political campaigns.  He was the co-founder of V.O.T.E.R. (Voters Organized to Educate and Register), a not-for-profit entity that registered hundreds of Bronx residents to vote.  Edward Stevenson will always be remembered for his activist role in founding and aiding the Bronx Shephard’s Restoration group, composed of representatives of over 100 religious organizations, in their Bronx rebuilding efforts.  He was the Chairman of the Neighborhood Advisory Board #9 Bronx, a member of Community Planning Board No. 9, and he had been appointed Commissioner of the New York City Board of Elections for the Bronx just two days before his untimely death.  He was also a trustee of the Modern School located in Manhattan.


Edward A. Stevenson was also founder and president of Envirogard Corporation, formed in 1990 as a real estate enterprise to pursue residential property management. He also managed the 972-unit Lafayette-Boynton housing complex in the Soundview community until his death.  Edward A. Stevenson had a long and distinguished career in private and governmental property management.


Edward A. Stevenson was also a good father and husband.  He instilled morals and respect in his eight sons.  Despite of all of his activities he was always there to aid and guide his children.


Bronx Community Board No. 3 is in support of this proposal.
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