          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON WOMENS ISSUES

          8

             -------------------------------x

          9

         10                 November 15, 2006

                            Start:  10:50 a.m.

         11                 Recess: 10:55 a.m.

         12                 City Hall

                            Committee Room

         13                 New York, New York

         14

                  B E F O R E:

         15

                         HELEN SEARS

         16                                Chairperson,

         17

                         COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Sara Gonzalez

         18                                 Charles Barron

                                            James Sanders

         19                                 Letitia James

                                            Melissa Mark-Viverito

         20                                 Darlene Mealy

         21

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1  COMMITTEE ON WOMEN'S ISSUES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SEARS: My name is Helen

          3  Sears and I am Chair of the Women's Committee.

          4  Today is November 15th and we are here to vote on

          5  Reso. 504.  Before I begin, I wish to introduce the

          6  Members of the Committee.

          7                 We have, to my left we have

          8  Mark-Viverito, Councilman Mark-Viverito, Councilman

          9  Barron, Councilwoman Gonzalez, and that's it.  We

         10  have a quorum and we shall deal with Reso. 504

         11  today.

         12                 On September 28, 2006, the Committee

         13  on Women's Issues held its first Hearing on Reso.

         14  504.  At that time, State lawmakers, advocates and

         15  Criminal Justice personnel testified regarding the

         16  need for comprehensive trafficking legislation in

         17  the State of New York.

         18                 It is absolutely unbelievable that in

         19  this State we do not have a law that criminalizes

         20  human trafficking.  This resolution is to urge our

         21  lawmakers in Albany to wake up to the fact that

         22  human trafficking is a crime.  It is the sale of

         23  human beings and are tremendously abused.

         24                 We had a very intensive Hearing.  It

         25  was four hours and what we all recognize was how
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          2  this issue is growing and growing in the country, in

          3  the world and particularly in the City of New York.

          4                 So I urge all my colleagues on this

          5  Committee to vote yes and I believe we will be

          6  voting on it in the Council today.  Are there any

          7  questions from any of the Members?  Any comments?

          8  Yes, Councilman Barron.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  First Chair

         10  Sears, I would like to commend you highly on this

         11  issue.  It's a critical issue in our communities.

         12  It's been ignored for a long time.  And I just

         13  wanted to say to you that we commend you highly for

         14  bringing this before the City Council and for all

         15  our Members to seriously deal with this. And

         16  hopefully the state legislature through this push,

         17  when they express will, political will, this body is

         18  expressed for resolution.  Sometimes the number one

         19  City in the world, with the number one City Council,

         20  it could have an impact.

         21                 So, I wanted to commend you highly on

         22  this piece of legislation that will be passing

         23  today.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON SEARS: Thank you very

         25  much.  I and this Committee appreciate your
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          2  comments.  Councilwoman Gonzalez, you have a

          3  comment.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: I also want

          5  to thank you Councilwoman Sears because human

          6  trafficking is a tragic issue that's affecting our

          7  society in our cities and we have to take notice.

          8  And not only take notice, but also within this

          9  resolution understanding that there is a need for

         10  programs and services for victims.  So I thank you

         11  and I am very proud to propose this today. Thank

         12  you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON SEARS: Thank you very

         14  much.  Are there any other comments?  May I ask that

         15  the roll be called.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution 504.

         17  Council Member Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Yes

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in
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          2  the affirmative and zero on the negative, no

          3  abstentions, the item is adopted. Members, please

          4  sign the Committee Report.  Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON SEARS: Thank you very

          6  much.  This meeting is adjourned.

          7                 (Hearing concluded 10:55 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, LENORE NAGLE, do hereby certify

         10  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript

         11  of the within proceeding.

         12                 I further certify that I am not

         13  related to any of the parties to this action by

         14  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         15  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         16                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         17  set my hand this 15th day of November 2006.
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