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I.
INTRODUCTION
On Tuesday, January 31, 2017, the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, chaired by Council Member Elizabeth S. Crowley, will vote on Proposed Introductory Bill 1294-A (Int. No. 1294-A). The Committee previously held a hearing on this bill on October 19, 2016. At that time, the Committee heard testimony on the bill from the Fire Department of the City of New York (“FDNY”) and members of the public.

II.
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS OF Int. No. 1294-A

Though it is not legally required to do so, the FDNY has published an annual report of the Department’s Bureau of Fire Inspections since 2008.
 The most recent published report covers the year 2015.
 This report contains a variety of statistics regarding the Bureau’s activities, including a report on the use of smoke detectors in civilian fire fatalities. This portion of the report includes the presence of smoke detectors in civilian fire fatalities and whether such detectors were operational, if such information is known. Information from this report for the year 2014 is as follows:
	Total Civilian Fire Deaths
	59

	Smoke Detector Present
	19

	Smoke Detector Operational
	11

	Smoke Detector Not Present
	19

	Smoke Detector Not Applicable
	1

	Smoke Detector Present, Unknown if Operational
	21

	Unknown if Smoke Detector Present
	9


Int. No. 1294-A would require the FDNY to publish the information above, and permits the Department to include “any other information relevant in determining the role of smoke detectors or alarms in any civilian fire fatality.” The bill would also require the reporting of the technology used in any alarm. Presently, “the most commonly available commercial smoke detectors are ionization detectors, photoelectric detectors or a combination of both.”
 Finally, the bill would require the reporting of the cause of death of any civilian fire fatality, as determined by the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner,
and would require the information above to be disaggregated by causes of death. This would allow the public and policymakers to see how certain causes of death, such as smoke inhalation, correlate with the use of smoke alarms and the technologies used in such alarms.
III.
AMENDMENTS TO Int. No. 1294-A

Int. No. 1294-A has been amended since it was first heard by this Committee. The report required by the bill is now due by April 1 of each year, whereas the original version of the bill required the report to be submitted 60 days after the start of each year. The original version of the bill required reporting on whether smoke detectors or alarms were “present” during civilian fire fatalities,” whereas the current version of the bill requires reporting on whether such alarms or detectors were “found,” as well as noting that such information is only required to be reported where it could be ascertained by the FDNY. Finally, the bill now will be repealed five years after it becomes law.
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A LOCAL LAW
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the fire department to report on the use and type of smoke detectors and smoke alarms in fire-related deaths  
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  The administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 15-131 to read as follows:   

§ 15-131 Report on smoke detectors and smoke alarms in fire-related deaths. a. No later than April 1 of each year, the department shall submit to the mayor and the council, and post on the department’s website, a report indicating whether a smoke detector or alarm was found at the location of any fire in which there was a civilian fire fatality during the preceding calendar year. If a smoke detector or alarm was found, such report shall indicate the technology used by such smoke detector or alarm and whether such smoke detector or alarm was operational, provided that such information can be ascertained. Such report may also include any other information relevant in determining the role of smoke detectors or alarms in any civilian fire fatality. 

b. The department shall ascertain from the office of the chief medical examiner the cause of death for any civilian fire fatality, as defined by such office. The report required by subdivision a of this section shall be disaggregated by each type of such cause.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately and is deemed repealed 5 years after it becomes law.
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� Notably, unions and FDNY-related community groups and community members testified at the Committee’s October 19, 2016 hearing regarding a separate bill also heard at that time, but such unions and groups did not testify regarding Int. No. 1294.


�See Resources page of FDNY website, available at http://www1.nyc.gov/site/fdny/about/resources/resources.page


�Id.


� United States Consumer Products Safety Commission, Home Smoke Alarms: A Technology Roadmap, published March 2012, at p. 2, available at https://www.cpsc.gov/PageFiles/93425/homesmokealarm.pdf


� This office, and not the FDNY, has the legal authority to determine causes of death. See New York City Charter Section 557(f)(3).
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