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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to permissible standing near schools and child day care centers.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter 2 of chapter one of title 19 the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new section 19-175.4. 

INTRODUCTION


On December 5, 2012, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 762, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation permissible standing near schools and child day care centers. This legislation would allow standing for up to five minutes when the driver of the vehicle is dropping off or picking up someone at a school or day care center.  This will be the first hearing on this legislation.  Expected to testify are representatives of the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT), as well as interested community and parent organizations.  
BACKGROUND

The Department of Transportation (“DOT”) is responsible for the condition of approximately 5,800 miles of streets, as well as regulating traffic and pedestrian conditions around schools and other areas.
 

Under current DOT regulations, which apply in school zones, standing is defined as the stopping of a vehicle for the “purpose of and while actually engaged in receiving or discharging passengers.” 
 Accordingly, waiting for a passenger may result in a parking violation. For example, because there is no specific time allowed for waiting in the regulation, parents picking up or dropping off their kids at school or child day care center may be issued a fine by a traffic agent because they are waiting. 
The bill being considered today would allow a vehicle to stand at a curb adjacent to a school or child day care center for up to five minutes in order to drop off or to pick up a child. Standing would not be allowed within 15 feet of a fire hydrant or if emergency personnel are ordering vehicles to move. 
ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 762 would amend subchapter 2 of chapter one by adding a new section 19-175.4. The new section would make it permissible to stand a vehicle near a school or child day care center when the driver or a passenger in the vehicle is waiting to pick up or drop off a person at the school or day care center. This section would allow standing near schools or child day care centers for up to five minutes in order to drop off or pick up a passenger, as long as the engine is off and the vehicle is at a curb adjacent to the school or day care center.  This permissible standing would not apply where the driver is required to move by emergency personnel or within 15 feet of a fire hydrant. 
Section two of Int. No. 762 states that the local law would take effect immediately after enactment.
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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to permissible standing near schools and child day care centers.

 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

 

      Section 1.  Subchapter 2 of chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-175.4 to read as follows:

      §19-175.4  Permissible standing near schools and day care centers.  (a) For purposes of this section, "child day care center" shall be defined as set forth in subdivision d of section 17-502 of this code.
(b). Notwithstanding any provisions of this code or the rules of the city of New York, it shall be permissible for an individual to stand a motor vehicle with its engine off for up to five minutes against the curb immediately adjacent to any school or child day care center where such person operating the motor vehicle or a passenger in such motor vehicle is waiting for a person to enter or exit such school or child day care center.  This section shall not apply where movement of such vehicle is required by an on duty emergency service vehicle, nor shall this section apply to locations within fifteen feet of a fire hydrant.
      §2.  This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment into law.
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� Mayors Management Report, September 2012, page 133.


� NYC Department of Transportation Title 34 section 4-01 subdivision b
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