T H E  C O U N C I L

 

                                 REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE NEW DESIGNATION AND CHANGES IN THE DESIGNATION OF CERTAIN ORGANIZATIONS TO RECEIVE FUNDING IN THE FISCAL 2009 EXPENSE BUDGET

 

The Committee on Finance, to which was referred the above-captioned resolution, respectfully submits to The Council of the City of New York the following

 

                                                             R E P O R T
 

Introduction.  The Council of the City of New York (the “Council”) annually adopts the City’s budget covering expenditures other than for capital projects (the “expense budget”) pursuant to Section 254 of the Charter.  On June 29, 2008, the Council adopted the expense budget for fiscal year 2009 with various programs and initiatives (the “Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget”).  

 

Analysis.  This Resolution, dated November 19, 2008 sets forth new program areas to be funded by the Department of Juvenile Justice (“Department”).  In a communication from the Department to the City Council Finance Division (“Division”), dated August 14, 2008, the Department informed the Division of its decision on program services to be provided using the funding provided in the Fiscal 2009 Adopted Budget.  In such communication, the Department selected the LGBTQ Workshops for Youth in Secure Detention, Tolerance Workshops for Youth in Group Homes, Literacy Skills-Building Workshops for Secure Detention Youth, Re-entry Supports Program, Violence Prevention and Intervention for Secure Detention, Conflict Resolution for Group homes, Expressive Arts for Youth in Courthouse Detention Rooms Awaiting Court Appearance, Family and Parental Engagement, Spirituality/Stress Reduction Yoga Workshops, Leadership Skills-Building through Sport for Secure Detention, Swim Clinics for Youth in Groups Homes, and Expressive Arts for Girls as program areas to be funded using the appropriation set forth in the Fiscal 2009 Adopted Budget.  This Resolution approves such selection.  
Also, this Resolution sets forth a new purpose of funds for the Beacon Opening Fees program.  The Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget included $3,000,000 for the Beacon Opening Fees program within the budget for the Department of Youth and Child Development.  The language within the Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget with regard to the purpose of funding for this initiative read: “This allocation represents a partial restoration of $3 million for Beacon opening fees that are required by the Department of Education.  There are currently 80 Beacon programs are multi-service, school-based community centers that are citywide and serve over 180,000 children and adults very year.  There is at least one beacon in each Council Members’ district.”  This Resolution now changes the purpose of funding for this initiative to read:  “This allocation represents a restoration of $2.3 million in funding, which the Department cut in the Fiscal 2009 New York City Budget.  This restoration affects 66 of 80 Beacon programs that are funded with City Tax Levy funding.  The remaining $700,000 will be distributed equally amongst the remaining 14 Beacon programs that are funded solely with Federal funding.  There is at least one beacon in each Council Member’s district.”
Lastly, this Resolution approves new designations and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving local, aging, and youth discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget.  This Resolution also approves the new designations and changes in the designation of certain organizations to receive funding pursuant to certain initiatives in the Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget. 

In an effort to continue to make the budget process more transparent, the Council is providing a list setting forth new designation and/or changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving local, aging, and youth discretionary funding (or Council discretionary funding), as well as new designations and/or changes in the designation of certain organizations to receive funding pursuant to certain initiatives in the Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget. 

This Resolution sets forth new designations and specific changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving local initiative funding, as described in Chart 1, attached hereto as Exhibit A; sets forth new designations and changes in aging discretionary funding, as described in Chart 2 attached thereto as Exhibit B;  sets forth new designations and specific changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving youth discretionary funding, as described in Chart 3, attached thereto as Exhibit C; and sets forth the new designations and changes in the designation of certain organizations that will receive funding pursuant to certain initiatives in the Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget, as described in Charts 4-14, attached hereto as reflected in Exhibits D-N.
The charts, attached to the resolution, contain the following information: name of the council member(s) designating the organization to receive funding or name of the initiative, as set forth in Adjustments Summary/Schedule C/ Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget, dated June 29, 2008; name of the organization; organization’s Employer Identification Number (EIN), if applicable; agency name; increase or decrease in funding; name of fiscal conduit, if applicable; and the EIN of the fiscal conduit, if applicable. 

Specifically, Chart 1 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving local discretionary funding. 

Chart 2 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving aging discretionary funding.

Chart 3 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving youth discretionary funding. 

Chart 4 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Domestic Violence and Empowerment (DoVE) Initiative. As indicated in chart 4, the funding for the Dominican Women’s Development Center, Bedford Stuyvesant Family Health Center, DWA Fanm, Inc, and South Brooklyn Legal Services has been withdrawn.  This money will be used to fund the Northern Manhattan Improvement Corporation, Brownsville Community Development Corporation (d/b/a BMS Family Health Center), Jericho Road, Inc., and Mount Moriah Baptist Church. 
Chart 5 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Cultural After School Adventure (CASA) Initiative.  As indicated in chart 5, the funding for Harlem Stage and Ballet Hispanico has been withdrawn.  This money will be used to fund the Children’s Art Carnival, Inc., The, and the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc. 
Chart 6 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Healthy Aging Initiative.  As indicated in chart 6, the funding for Educational Alliance, Inc., The- Lillian Wald Houses, and Self Help Community Services, Inc., has been withdrawn.  This money will be used to fund the Educational Alliance, Inc., The- Sirovich Center, and Self Help Community Services, Inc.- Austin Street Senior Center.
Chart 7 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Neighborhood Youth Alliance/Street Outreach Initiative. 

Chart 8 sets forth the new designation of organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Workforce Development Initiative. 

Chart 9 sets forth the new designation of organizations receiving funding pursuant to the MWBE Leadership Initiative. 
Chart 10 sets forth the new designation of organization receiving funding pursuant to the Coalition of Theaters of Color Initiative. 
Chart 11 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Community Consultants Initiative. As indicated in Chart 11, funding in the amount of $30,270.03 for the Chelsea Housing Group, Inc., neighborhood Housing Services WOW, and the West Side Federation for Supportive Senior Housing has been withdrawn.  This money will be used to fund the Hudson Guild, Neighborhood Housing Services of the North Bronx, Inc., and the West Side Federation for Senior and Supportive Housing, Inc. 

Chart 12 sets forth the new designation and changes in certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Housing Preservation Initiative.  As indicated in chart 12, funding in the amount of $60,000 for Asian Americans for Equality has been withdrawn.  This money will be used to fund AAFE Community Development Fund, Inc. 

Chart 13 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Transportation-Operating Costs Initiative. 

Chart 14 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Anti-Illegal Eviction and SRO Legal Services Contracts Initiative. 

It is to be noted that organizations identified in the attached charts with an asterisk (*) have not yet completed or began the prequalification process conducted by the Mayor's Office of Contract Services (for organizations receiving more than $10,000) or by the Council (for organizations receiving $10,000 or less total).   Organizations identified without an asterisk have completed the appropriate prequalification review.
Description of Above-captioned Resolution.  In the above-captioned resolution, the Council would approve the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations to receive funding in the Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget.  Such resolution would take effect as of the date of adoption.

