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INT. NO. 758:
By Council Members Gonzalez
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating and disseminating a best practices manual at construction sites within the city of New York.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends article 103 of chapter 1 of title 28 by adding a new section 28-103.1.3.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On May 6, 2008, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 758, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to creating and disseminating a best practices manual at construction sites within the city of New York.  

The Council is concerned about the quality of building construction, including renovations, and the performance of individuals who certify that any building plans are in accordance with the City’s Building Code and any other applicable law.  In particular, the Council is concerned that many in the industry, including inexperienced contractors and workers who are untrained or poorly trained, may be unaware of safety requirements, as well as best safety practices, and would like to ensure that such information is disseminated to the industry expeditiously.  The Committee expects to hear testimony from the Acting Commissioner of the Department of Buildings, other professionals and members of the general public who are concerned with this topic.
Int. No. 758
Bill section one amends article 103 of chapter 1 of title 28 by adding a new section 28-103.1.3 of the new Building Code, which takes effect July 1, 2008.  This new provision would require the Department of Buildings (DOB or Department) to develop a manual that sets forth the best practices with respect to construction, excavation and demolition work.  This section would also require the Department to distribute the manual where such activities are taking place and in DOB office within ninety days of enactment.  Additionally, DOB would be required to distribute the manual to those seeking permits for work relating to construction, excavation or demolition; the permit holders, in turn, would be required to follow the best practices set forth in the manual to the extend practicable.

Subparagraph 1 of bill section one would further the Department Commissioner to consult all appropriate Federal, State and City agencies and persons knowledgeable in all aspects of the construction industry in order to appropriately improve current construction workplace safety practices.

Subparagraph 2 of bill section one would require the Commissioner to update the best practices manual as need, but not less often than ever two years.

Bill section two is the enactment clause and provides that this law would take effect immediately.

Technical Correction


Int. No. 758 was introduced with a typographical error in the title.  The word “manual” was accidentally placed at the end of the title, which should read, “A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating and disseminating a best practices manual at construction sites within the city of New York.”
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