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INT. NO. 627-A




By Council Members Freed,

 






Miller, Linares, Quinn, Fiala

and Stabile; also Council Members Eldridge and Sabini.

TITLE
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to regulating the possession, use and sale of domestic ferrets.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
Adds a new chapter eight to title 17.

        

In June 1999, the New York City Board of Health established a list of animals considered to be “wild” and therefore prohibited in New York City (24 RCNY §161.01).
  Under this section of the Health Code, “wild” animals are defined as  “any animals which are naturally inclined to do harm and capable of inflicting harm upon human beings.” Under section 161.01(4) of the Rules of the City of New York, wild animals are further defined to include “all fur bearing mammals of the family Mustelidae,” including the ferret. On December 18, 2000, the Committee on Health held a hearing on Int. No. 627, a bill that would allow for regulated ferret ownership in the City of New York.


Int. No. 627-A

Int. No. 627 was introduced in response to the Board of Health’s amendment to the Health Code, which included the ferret as a wild animal, and therefore generally prohibited such animals in New York City.  Int. No. 627-A would amend the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new Chapter Eight to Title 17, which would allow for regulated ferret ownership within the City.


Section 17-801 would be titled “Ferret Regulation Law.”  Section 17-802 would define the terms used in the Ferret Regulation Law as follows:  Subdivision (a) would define a “person” as an individual, corporation, association or other legal entity. Subdivision (b) would define a “ferret” as the domestic ferret, ferret-fitch, or fitch.  Subdivision (c) would define “inoculated against canine distemper and rabies” as the administration to a ferret of at least the first inoculation in an inoculation series for canine distemper and rabies, with the provision that the ferret is subsequently administered the rest of the inoculation series and any other periodic booster shots.  Subdivision (c) further sets forth that the owner of the ferret would bear the burden of proof to demonstrate that any mandated and/or necessary inoculations or shots were administered to the ferret.  Subdivision (c) would also provide that the earliest time at which any vaccine could be administered would be determined by the instructions displayed on the vaccine manufacturer’s label, or by standards set forth by a competent veterinary authority.  


Section 17-803 sets forth prohibitions upon ferret ownership that would be mandated by the proposed law.  Subdivision (a) would provide that no person could own a ferret unless that ferret had been spayed or neutered and had received all necessary inoculations against canine distemper and rabies.  Subdivision (b) of the proposed law would provide that no person could sell or otherwise make available a ferret that had not been spayed or neutered and inoculated against canine distemper or rabies.  Subdivision (c) would prohibit any person owning a ferret to set such ferret free into the environment.  Subdivision (d) would further prohibit the use of a ferret for hunting purposes. 


Section 17-804 would set up the punitive scheme for any violations of the proposed law.  A violation of the law or any rules promulgated under such law would be punishable by a fine no less than $250 and no more than $500.   Civil violations of this law would be adjudicated before the administrative tribunal used by the Department of Health.  


Section 17-805 sets forth the circumstances under which this proposed law would not apply.  Subdivision (a) of this section exempts a zoological park operated by the department of parks and recreation, by the Wildlife Conservation Society, or by the Staten Island Zoological Society.   Subdivision (b) of this section exempts a laboratory or institutions operated pursuant to section 504 of the public health law.  Subdivision (c) of this section exempts a circus or native wildlife rehabilitator licensed by federal or state agencies.  Subdivision (d) of this section exempts a place that has received the approval of the department of health to exhibit or use such animals, and which has protective devices that are adequate to prevent such animals from escaping or injuring the public, provided, however, that the department of health may impose reasonable conditions and time limits on the granting of such an approval.  Subdivision (e) of this section provides that any ferret brought into New York City for a period of no more than 30 days would be exempt from the provisions of the Ferret Regulation Law.


Section 17-806 provides that the commissioner of the department of health shall promulgate rules in accordance with the provisions of the Ferret Regulation Law, and any other rules that may be necessary for the purpose of implementing and carrying out the provisions of the chapter.  


This local law would take effect immediately.

� The application of this section is limited to persons, and does not apply to: Zoos or aquariums operated by the Department of Parks, the Wildlife Conservation Society, or the Staten Island Zoological Society; any laboratory operated under Public Health Law §504; any circus or native wildlife rehabilitator licensed by a federal or state agency; and any place permitted by the Department of Health to exhibit or use an otherwise prohibited wild animal (24 RCNY §161.01(a)).
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