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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member

          3  Clarke, I understand we have a 100-year-old resident

          4  of your district.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, I

          6  just would like to let you know that in the 40th

          7  District there are four persons over 100 years old,

          8  and today I have brought the daughter and niece of

          9  one of such residents, because I missed the big

         10  party at LaCarte and Blue and thought that I needed

         11  to come, and I am going to show you the photograph

         12  of my constituent on Maple Street. And here she is,

         13  the beautiful mother, Elizabeth Overton, Victoria.

         14  She lives on Maple Street and she was just 100 years

         15  old, she has been a member of Bridge Street Church

         16  in Bed Stuy for over 77 years, and has been a leader

         17  in the community from the turn of the century until

         18  now she continues to be active in the affairs of

         19  Brooklyn, born in Brooklyn now.

         20                 So, I am extremely pleased to have

         21  the daughter and niece here, Mr. Speaker.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you. And on

         23  behalf of the City Council, we want to ask you to

         24  present this to Victoria Elizabeth Overton, who is

         25  the oldest living member of the Bridge Street
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          2  Church, and we think that is terrific. And if you

          3  could give us her secret, it would help us a great

          4  deal.

          5                 Would you like to say something?

          6                 PARTICIPANT: (Unidentified speaker.)

          7  Thank you. I would like to thank the Council and

          8  Council Member Una Clarke for honoring my mother in

          9  this way.

         10                 Sorry that mother was not able to be

         11  out, but I am here to accept this citation for her,

         12  and I thank the Council very, very much.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         14                 Okay, we have Aetna Health Care here,

         15  can you come up.

         16                 Aetna Health Care is an 800-square

         17  foot mobile exhibition unit stopping in over 30

         18  American cities throughout the year, presenting a

         19  multimedia look at the future of health care,

         20  particularly application, information and technology

         21  in our field. While we are having a mosquito or Nile

         22  epidemic or a St. Louis Encephalitis, epidemics of

         23  all kinds, there is nothing better I think than to

         24  have information spread throughout the nation. So, I

         25  would like to present to you a proclamation from me
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          2  and the rest of the Council Members, thanking you

          3  for getting good health throughout the entire

          4  nation, and on behalf of the City Council, thank you

          5  very much.

          6                 I will give you the opportunity to

          7  identify yourself for the record and tell us about

          8  it.

          9                 MS. VONNER: Thank you. I am Mary

         10  Clare Vonner, the General Manager of Aetna here in

         11  New York, and I would like to thank the Council and

         12  also Speaker Vallone for recognizing Aetna's

         13  commitment to technology. We believe that bringing

         14  technology to health care is a key way to improve

         15  health care in our city. Again, thank you for the

         16  recognition.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         18                 Roll call, please.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Members please take your seats.

         21                 Roll call, please.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Present.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Present.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Present.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

         19  Vallone.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: A

         22  quorum is counted and present.

         23                 Members please rise and give your

         24  attention to Father James B. Hayes, of St. Andrews

         25  Roman Catholic Church.
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          2                 Father Hayes.

          3                 FR. HAYES: God, our Father, God, our

          4  Creator, throughout time in history you have chosen

          5  special people to become stewards, people elected to

          6  play a vital role within life, society, and the

          7  City. Grant these stewards, members of the City

          8  Council, present here today, inner strength, wisdom

          9  and a sense of justice.

         10                 Assist these stewards gathered here

         11  today with counsel and inner fortitude. Let them

         12  administer their office in righteousness. May they

         13  encourage due respect for life and diversity. May

         14  they execute the laws with justice and mercy. May

         15  they seek to fight the ills and illness within

         16  society, and promote the well-being of us all. Let

         17  wisdom direct their deliberations today and each

         18  day, and let a sense of inner courage shine forth in

         19  all of the proceedings. Let the legislation drafted,

         20  discussed and voted here today be the foundation of

         21  rule and good government. May the members of the

         22  City Council seek to preserve peace within this

         23  magnificent City, promote a sense of well-being,

         24  liberty and equality. We pray in a special way today

         25  for this City Council, officials here present and

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            12

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  those behind the scenes, all who are entrusted to be

          3  stewards, to guard our political and civic welfare.

          4  May they find that inner strength so as to discharge

          5  their duties with honesty and ability, may their

          6  spirit of wisdom be etched in the hearts and minds

          7  of those who have responded to the need of all in

          8  the City of New York. May that same spirit of wisdom

          9  embrace all who commit themselves to public service

         10  and stewardship and let all present speak as public

         11  servants and stewards by saying amen.

         12                 THE QUORUM: Amen.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Thank

         14  you, Father Hayes.

         15                 For the purpose of the motion to

         16  spread the invocation, I recognize Council Member

         17  Povman.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: I so move.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Without objections, so ordered.

         21                 Number three, there being no minutes,

         22  we move now to --

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: May I ask at this

         24  time, Mr. Acting President, that we just suspend our

         25  rules for several minutes while I introduce an
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          2  important person to my colleagues.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Rules

          4  suspended.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: My colleagues, we in

          6  the City of New York have been privileged to welcome

          7  many Ambassadors and Consul Generals and Presidents

          8  from around the world. As we go into the next

          9  millennium, it is particularly important that we

         10  keep communication open, not only between ourselves

         11  on this side of the hall and between the other side

         12  of the hall and the City Council, but since we are

         13  the most representative City in the entire world,

         14  and can truly be labeled as the capital of the

         15  world, at least in that sense, it is very, very

         16  important that we welcome the new Consul Generals

         17  and Ambassadors from the various countries that come

         18  and make their second homes in the City of New York.

         19                 In particular I know that as we go

         20  into the next millennium, the new Consul General

         21  from Italy is a person who I have had the privilege

         22  to have met who is not only entertaining and not

         23  only brilliant, but has a passion for this City, as

         24  well as for the capital of Italy, Rome, has a

         25  passion for both cities that have so much in common

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            14

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  in so many ways. I have invited him to come and not

          3  only introduce themselves to you, but to give us a

          4  short analysis of why he thinks the big apple is a

          5  place that has a great history as we come into the

          6  next world.

          7                 So, let me introduce to you the new

          8  Consul General of Italy, Consul General Georgio

          9  Rogdicotti, and at the same time present him with a

         10  golden apple.

         11                 CONSUL GENERAL: Thank you very much,

         12  Mr. Speaker. Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. I

         13  thank you for this warm welcome that I received

         14  today in the City Council of New York.

         15                 It is a great privilege and honor to

         16  be here, I am very touched for many reasons. First,

         17  because I know that most of you have relations with

         18  Italy. I heard often the name Sicily, I heard also

         19  names of other cities of Italy. I understood clearly

         20  how big is your affection for my own country.

         21                 Secondly, I am very honored because

         22  the City Council of New York in some way represents

         23  a part of the world. New York is the capital of the

         24  world, in my opinion, my perception. It is a great,

         25  great city, which as Rome 2000 years ago is
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          2  spreading all over the world culture, economy,

          3  politics, and it brings a message of progress of

          4  peace and other cooperation, and the same messages

          5  that Italy today is spreading over the world,

          6  through the participation of many missions of peace

          7  and with the cooperation with many initiatives that

          8  in the world that are developed for bringing, as I

          9  say, democracy, peace and progress.

         10                 That is why I think there are

         11  conditions for putting these two cities together for

         12  the end of this century and of this millennium.

         13  These cities together, because they have had, they

         14  are having the same experiences around 2000 ago,

         15  through 2000 years this culture is brought across

         16  the ocean and New York today. That is why I am

         17  thinking the Year 2000 is a good occasion for being

         18  united.

         19                 And there is an additional factor.

         20  The presence of a strong Italian-American community

         21  here, which represents in my perception the glue,

         22  the bridge between these two countries. This is the

         23  factor which can really help for heading more

         24  cooperation and more exchange of experience in the

         25  next millennium. So, let's to united hand in hand
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          2  for facing the fascinating and terrible challenges

          3  of the new millennium. We are sure that our common

          4  culture will help us to be successful.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And whenever you

          7  need us, Mr. Consul General, you just have to call

          8  us and we will come. Thank you very much.

          9                 If any of my colleagues haven't had

         10  pictures with the Consul General, we will have

         11  Danny, Danny are you here? We will have Danny take

         12  them right on the side.

         13                 If anybody would like to have a

         14  photograph, the Consul General is going to the side.

         15                 Okay, may we proceed?

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Since

         17  there are no minutes, we move now to item 4,

         18  Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         20  printed and filed.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         22  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M640.

         24  Communication from the Department of Environmental

         25  Protection annual report.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

          3  printed and filed.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M641.

          5  Communication from Equal Employment Practice

          6  Commission annual report.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

          8  printed and filed.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M642.

         10  Communication from Civil Complaint Review Board,

         11  semiannual report.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         13  printed and filed.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         15  Petitions and communications.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Land

         18  Use Call-Ups.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M643. By Council

         20  Member Rodriguez. Pursuant to rules of the Council

         21  and the Charger, ULURP 990519 PPK, shall be subject

         22  to Council review.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

         24  vote.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M644. By the
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          2  Chair of the Land Use Committee, Council Member

          3  Eisland.

          4                 ULURP 990218 ZSK, subject to Council

          5  review.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a Call-Up

          7  vote.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M645. By the

          9  Chair of the Land Use Committee, Council Member

         10  Eisland. N980320 ZAK, zoning, Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

         12  vote.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M646. By the

         14  Chair of the Land Use Committee. ULURP C980318 MMK,

         15  Brooklyn.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

         17  vote.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M647. By the

         19  Chair of the Land Use Committee. ULURP 990101 PPM,

         20  Manhattan.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

         22  vote.

         23                 Before we have the roll call, I would

         24  ask, Mr. Public Advocate, if we may just take the

         25  rules and suspend them for a moment, because we have
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          2  two more presentations to make.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We have two of our

          5  most senior staff members, who we have had visit us

          6  quite often in the past years, where we have been

          7  together with our top staff and they go on to bigger

          8  and better things in the other world out there, and

          9  one gentleman, who you have to have an IQ of over

         10  200 in order to be able to follow in everything he

         11  says, but has been an inspiration and has been a

         12  brilliant voice for the City Council, is now leaving

         13  us to go on to bigger and better things, a member of

         14  our Finance Division for over 100 years now, on his

         15  way to the Citizens Budget Commission, is Kurt

         16  Richwerger.

         17                 Kurt, come on up here. Where are you,

         18  Kurt?

         19                 Kurt, on behalf of the City Council

         20  we are presenting you this proclamation, which talks

         21  about all of the years you have been trying to

         22  explain a $27 billion budget to a $34 billion

         23  budget, in language that not one of us have

         24  understood but we trust you completely, and there is

         25  a reason for that, we have had ten successive
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          2  budgets on time.

          3                 Now, you have an opportunity, Kurt,

          4  to tell them what you really think of them.

          5                 MR. RICHWERGER: Well, this has been

          6  the most exciting 12 years I could ever imagine

          7  having spent on the job, and I am really going to

          8  miss it, it has been a challenge and a thrill, and I

          9  especially want to thank the members of the Finance

         10  Division who did all of the work really. You know

         11  who they are, Larian Angelo, Pablo Zangerle, were

         12  with me from 1989, Nadine Felton '91, and all of the

         13  others here today and past and present. But most of

         14  all, I want to thank the Speaker, Peter Vallone.

         15  When I was at the Office of Management and Budget in

         16  1987, on the Director's desk was a newsletter from

         17  the Office of Peter Vallone and it read about how we

         18  wanted to make the Council a real institution, a

         19  real check in balance on the Mayor, and working at

         20  OMB for five years I knew we really needed some

         21  checks and balances, and I can tell you that it has

         22  all come true, there is no false advertising in that

         23  newsletter and it has been a privilege, and as I

         24  said, a thrill to work here.

         25                 And I also want to thank Herbie
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          2  Berman for putting up with me, and for giving me

          3  bruises which still haven't healed. Thank you all.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Kurt, on

          5  behalf of -- by the way, everybody should know that

          6  one of Kurt's major talents was his willingness to

          7  accept abuse.

          8                 Kurt, on behalf of the Speaker,

          9  myself and the entire City Council, I would like to

         10  give you this proclamation with our sincerest thanks

         11  and best wishes, and our hopes for imminent

         12  doctorship.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Gold bless you,

         14  Kurt. Whatever you do, nobody is ever going to

         15  understand you, but everybody is going to love you.

         16                 Okay, we have one more very senior

         17  member, Assistant Director of Finance, who is on her

         18  way to greatness in Planned Parenthood, and has been

         19  a voice of reason and calm during some of our most

         20  severe budget negotiations. She has been absolutely

         21  fabulous, she will be fabulous in everything she

         22  does, Karen Meara. Karen.

         23                 Stanley Michels says without her the

         24  Manhattan Delegation would still be in Manhattan and

         25  not outside the City of New York.
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          2                 And she also did Health Services

          3  Victor says.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Speaker,

          5  let me just say, it is not easy to work with me

          6  because I am a hands-on Chairman of a Committee, but

          7  this young lady, of all of the people I have worked

          8  with, I must tell you that I will really miss her.

          9  She is one person that always told me the truth and

         10  never hid anything from me.

         11                 Today, as you know, Mr. Speaker,

         12  because of your leadership and the work that Karen

         13  has done, I can say as the new chair of the Health

         14  Committee, the largest amount of money ever given

         15  into health services, not only under your

         16  leadership, came about because I was able to work

         17  with Karen Meara.

         18                 So, I personally on behalf of my

         19  colleagues of the Council, but also the Committee on

         20  Health, I want to personally thank you because you

         21  really did a Yeoman's job.

         22                 MS. MEARA: Thank you very much.

         23                 I want to echo Kurt's sentiments, the

         24  work for the Council has been an incredibly exciting

         25  and positive experience for me, and I say that for

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            23

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  two reasons: one is because of the opportunities for

          3  professional growth. I can't tell you how much I

          4  have learned from all of you over the past seven

          5  years and the lessons that I am going to take with

          6  me.

          7                 And second of all, I want to say it

          8  has been fun. You are a tremendous group of people,

          9  the Council Members and the staff are some of the

         10  brightest, most creative minds, bringing a wide

         11  range of perspectives and big hearts, and it was

         12  truly a pleasure having the chance to work with all

         13  of you.

         14                 And in particular, I want to thank

         15  the Chairman of the Finance Committee, the

         16  Chairpeople that I had the pleasure to work with,

         17  Council Member Robles, Council Members Eldridge,

         18  DiBrienza, Spigner, Harrison, Fisher, and all of the

         19  Manhattan Delegation, and Council Member Wooten,

         20  when I started out many years ago I worked with the

         21  Education Committee and I very much enjoyed working

         22  with the Manhattan Delegation with Council Member

         23  Michels and Council Member Perkins and the rest of

         24  you.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 And finally, I want to thank Speaker

          3  Vallone. Thank you so much for all of the

          4  opportunities, for the respect and the

          5  responsibility and the challenges that you gave me.

          6  I am going to miss you all.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We are going to miss

          8  you, too, Karen.

          9                 You only mentioned 23 of the Council

         10  Members, three more and you get a raise before you

         11  leave.

         12                 MS. MEARA: Thank you.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: God bless you.

         14                 MS. MEARA: Thank you very much.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: If I can have the

         16  members take their seats, we are about to take a

         17  roll call on the Land Use Call-Ups. Thank you, Mr.

         18  Public Advocate.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Would the

         20  clerk slowly please start calling the roll.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Of course.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONVOVAN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here. Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Present.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            28

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Mr. Public

          3  Advocate, I would like to be excused to explain my

          4  vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: No objection.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: I would like

          7  to vote aye and I would like permission to vote on

          8  the entire calendar, because I have a doctor's

          9  appointment.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Is there any

         11  objection?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.
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          2  Vallone.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By a vote of

          5  41 yes, nothing in the negative, it is adopted and

          6  referred to the Committee on Land Use.

          7                 At this time is there a communication

          8  from the Speaker?

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, there is. Thank

         10  you, Mr. Public Advocate.

         11                 Before I call on Victor Robles, who

         12  is going to explain the recent trip Vieques, I just

         13  wanted to clarify on the record the recent

         14  controversy on the Brooklyn Museum.

         15                 I have had an opportunity to speak to

         16  most of you and just about all of you have

         17  communicated to me on this issue, and the issue is a

         18  pretty clearcut one.

         19                 I haven't yet spoken to anyone who

         20  believes that this so-called exhibit is something

         21  worthy of all of the attention that it is receiving.

         22                 As a matter of fact, those of us who

         23  happen to be Christian are very much offended by any

         24  kind of denigration of our religion, as we would be

         25  offended by any denigration of any race, religion,
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          2  color or creed.

          3                 But the issue is not whether or not

          4  we like, condone, encourage or despise this

          5  particular exhibit. The issue is what we, as a City

          6  Council and institution do with reference to our

          7  cultural exhibits, which this institution, which I

          8  need not remind you, since I have been here, and

          9  particularly in the last decade since we have been

         10  empowered by a new charter, it is this institution

         11  and this institution alone, that has made it

         12  possible for more than 150 cultural institutions in

         13  this City, not only to exist but to prosper. And

         14  that wasn't done from the standpoint of making

         15  money. That was done from the standpoint of what

         16  this City is all about.

         17                 If you are going to call this City

         18  the capital of the world, you must let every single

         19  person that is a inhabitant of this City, and every

         20  single representative of this City, and every single

         21  cultural institution of this city be free to speak

         22  its mind or his or her mind, whether you like it

         23  disagree with it or not, that is the basic reason,

         24  that is the foundation of what this country stands

         25  for. That is the reason why most of our forefathers
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          2  came here, to be a place where they could worship

          3  freely, a place where they could criticize their

          4  government freely, a place where they could bring

          5  their children up freely, a place where they can let

          6  their children attend libraries, with thousands of

          7  books, even though some of those books may be

          8  reprehensible or may completely disagree with your

          9  opinion on any particular area or subject. That is

         10  the overriding issue.

         11                 But beyond that, the institutional

         12  issue here is, does this institution on this side of

         13  the hall, or does the Office of the Mayor on the

         14  other side of the hall, in and of itself have the

         15  right to adopt the budget by itself? Absolutely not.

         16                 What this country and what this

         17  Council stands for is balanced government. That

         18  means a partnership, not a dictatorship, a

         19  partnership in which everyone has a right to speak

         20  freely. And which you cannot adopt a budget, unless

         21  there is negotiations, and unless you have free

         22  communication based upon respect for one another,

         23  not based upon fear of one another.

         24                 We adopted a budget last year, in

         25  which we funded among other things, over 150
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          2  cultural institutions. We did not demand that any of

          3  these cultural institutions come to us first before

          4  they put any exhibits on. We just demanded that they

          5  do what they have been doing in helping to make this

          6  City not only a tourist attraction of the world, but

          7  the true representative of the entire world and

          8  every person and every belief in the world, whether

          9  you believe in religion or not.

         10                 No Mayor has the right to simply

         11  ignore the adopted law of this City and choose to

         12  defund anything that we have funded.

         13                 What the Mayor must do, if he chooses

         14  to, is to come forward with a budget modification

         15  and make his case openly before the entire Council

         16  and before the entire city. And if 26 of my

         17  colleagues agree, then you can defund anything you

         18  choose to defund. But it must be voted upon, and

         19  everybody must have an opportunity to be heard,

         20  including the parties that are being challenged.

         21                 So, institutionally it is very

         22  important, as we go into the next century that no

         23  precedent be set where any one person, or any group

         24  of people, can decide what can be shown or what

         25  cannot be shown, what could be read or what cannot
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          2  be read or what can be said or what cannot be said.

          3  There are laws. And there are courts when there are

          4  disputes.

          5                 So, I want to make it very clear that

          6  while I personally do not condone this, and while I

          7  am personally outraged by it, as much as if my own

          8  mother's picture was hanging up with derogatory

          9  excrement on it, as well as derogatory photographs

         10  on it, that is not the point here. There are

         11  overriding issues, which are much more important as

         12  to whether I personally am disgusted or hold

         13  something in particular contempt, that is not what

         14  this City or what this country is all about.

         15                 Thank you very, very much. And now I

         16  would like to turn this over to Victor Robles, who

         17  has a very important statement.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

         19  Speaker, my colleagues, let me begin first, Mr.

         20  Speaker, by personally thanking you. You asked of me

         21  and gave me a task, and I want to thank you

         22  personally for that.

         23                 My colleagues, I was privileged in

         24  leading a delegation to what I would consider for

         25  many of us our homeland, Puerto Rico, and
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          2  particularly the town of Vieques.

          3                 Mr. Speaker, I want you to know that

          4  I am going to call on my colleagues individually to

          5  allow them to report to you and my colleagues what

          6  they saw and what they feel. And then, if I may, Mr.

          7  Speaker, I would like to conclude, because there is

          8  a special recognition that we are so proud of that

          9  we came back eagerly waiting for this day to do. And

         10  at that point, Mr. Speaker, I will wrap up and make

         11  the presentation.

         12                 Again, Mr. Speaker, you allowed me to

         13  lead a delegation of distinguished members of this

         14  body. Once again, this Council, you have taken it

         15  from the dark ages where incredibly, Mr. Speaker,

         16  everyone in Puerto Rico knew, not just Vieques, but

         17  everyone in Puerto Rico, all the major parties,

         18  incredibly were waiting upon us and receiving us

         19  from the City of New York and the institution called

         20  the Council of the City of New York.

         21                 Let me first call the person who

         22  began to plant the seed and who spoke to me and came

         23  to me. So, let me allow my distinguished colleague

         24  from Manhattan, Council Member Margarita Lopez, who

         25  really coordinated this endeavor. So I ask the
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          2  privilege of the floor to go to Council Member

          3  Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Mr. Speaker,

          5  this is a very emotional issue for me, independently

          6  of being a political issue and a justice issue.

          7                 Some years ago the Navy tried to put

          8  a plan in Staten Island, and they tried to bring in

          9  there equipment that was nuclear equipment. I was

         10  not a member of the City Council then, I was just a

         11  citizen of this City, and at the time I became

         12  involved in the organizing to stop that plan from

         13  moving forward in Staten Island. Because I

         14  understood the danger that implied to have civilians

         15  living in an island who have lived there in peace

         16  and harmony and bring all of this equipment that is

         17  part of the Marines of the United States, putting in

         18  danger the safety and the well-being.

         19                 And at the time when I engaged in

         20  that organizing as an organizer in my community I

         21  never thought that one day the Speaker of the City

         22  Council, Peter Vallone, would write a letter to the

         23  President of the United States, as the letter that

         24  you wrote, supporting the effort of this Committee

         25  to go to Puerto Rico to investigate the atrocities
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          2  that were happening in there, and that I will be

          3  sent there with your blessing and your prayers.

          4                 And I never thought there was a

          5  connection between what I was doing with Staten

          6  Island at the time and Vieques three weeks ago. I

          7  knew the linkage between these two things.

          8                 You saw clear at the time when this

          9  proposal took place for Staten Island, and you still

         10  see clear again when the question of Vieques comes

         11  to your table and comes for you to look at it. You

         12  understood the issue faster than a thunderstorm. You

         13  understood it so clear that your letter was so

         14  strong that when I read it, it touched my heart and

         15  it touched my soul. And one more time I had to say

         16  your humanity is incredible. And I bless you for

         17  that.

         18                 I also want to thank the members of

         19  the City Council, the staff, Bruce Bender and his

         20  work to make possible this delegation to go there,

         21  because it is not the same thing to speak about what

         22  is going on in Vieques until you see it. You must

         23  see it. You must understand that when a child walks

         24  in Vieques, they are scared to death. Every time

         25  they hear an airplane, a helicopter flying over,
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          2  just because that is flying over, and you will not

          3  understand why this child is running scared to death

          4  inside of their home, when you see our children in

          5  our community not running when they see a

          6  helicopter. To the contrary, they get very excited.

          7  They get very happy when they see it.

          8                 The children in Vieques get scared to

          9  death when they see an airplane, a helicopter or a

         10  big boat. They don't get excited, they think that

         11  this is something really wrong that is coming.

         12                 Then I just want to call the

         13  attention to everyone, New York City and my

         14  colleagues, about the article that came in the

         15  Newsday today, speaking about this issue, and

         16  speaking about the matter that there still is some

         17  doubt out there that the marine should not get out

         18  of Vieques. I don't see how, I don't see why

         19  somebody cannot see it. But I can say this, you have

         20  seen it. You have clarity of mind, Mr. Speaker, and

         21  this City Council, to which I belong, I know will

         22  have clarity of mind to vote yes in the resolution

         23  next week to support the people of Vieques to have

         24  justice, to have peace and to be respected equally

         25  as citizens of the United States.
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          2                 Thank you for letting us go there,

          3  and thank you for supporting our struggle.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Speaker, I

          5  call on this next person because in this chamber,

          6  and I have heard him not only in this chamber, I was

          7  privileged to serve with him in the state assembly

          8  and I have no qualms to recognize, this one person

          9  has been the conscience, not only of when I was in

         10  the Assembly, but I believe has been the conscience

         11  of this Council when it comes to these issues, so

         12  where I come from, where I was born, we refer to

         13  someone like that as Padrino (phonetic).

         14                 In the City, the word Godfather may

         15  not have the best connotation, but I must tell you

         16  that in terms of this person, he is the Godfather

         17  for many of us because he has paved the way for many

         18  of us and today we are fortunate to be in positions

         19  that we are today. The distinguished colleague from

         20  the Borough of the Bronx, Council Member Jose

         21  Rivera.

         22                 Mr. Speaker, my colleague, I must

         23  confess, had I known that my colleague Victor Robles

         24  was going to speak in such a manner describing my

         25  contribution, I would have come in wearing a tie.
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          2                 I just want to say very briefly to

          3  everyone in this chambers, I want to thank the

          4  Speaker, of course, and everyone, the staff around

          5  the speaker, and also my colleague from the Bronx,

          6  Wendell Foster, whose Committee about two weeks ago

          7  held their hearings where Mr. Speaker and my

          8  colleagues, it was very well attended, and we were

          9  host to about over 50 leaders, both elected

         10  officials from Puerto Rico who visited this City of

         11  ours, this great City of ours, and this Chambers,

         12  and actually participated in the public hearings,

         13  elected officials from Puerto Rico, religious and

         14  civic leaders. And at that moment what I believe

         15  that we did, we did not attempt to do the following,

         16  we actually began to do the following. We began to

         17  share with the Daily News, the New York Post, and

         18  the English-speaking media in this City that we

         19  cannot afford any misinformation on another issue

         20  that is very closely to the heart of all of the

         21  Puerto Rican people, whether we live and work and we

         22  dedicate ourselves in this City, Mr. Speaker, or

         23  elected officials who are elected officials from the

         24  Governor, who by the way, the present government

         25  Puerto Rico, the party, is the equivalent to the
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          2  republican party of our nation and of this state and

          3  of this city, they are all together on the issue of

          4  Vieques. We are not anti-American, we are

          5  pro-American.

          6                 Mr. Speaker, what I attempt, what we

          7  accomplish and what I believe strongly is that we

          8  share with not only those who participated at these

          9  hearings, both those who visited us and those from

         10  the chambers, this body and the City of New York, we

         11  share an official videotape recording of an official

         12  government position for Puerto Rico, an official

         13  report videotaped at a meeting that took place

         14  between the Commission created by the government,

         15  the Governor and with the Navy.

         16                 I am willing, Mr. Speaker, to make 51

         17  cops of that videotape before we go out there and

         18  think that we are doing great for America, I am

         19  willing to share, make a copy of this videotape

         20  before anyone attempts to bring politics again into

         21  a Puerto Rican issue that could be controversial,

         22  that I would suggest anyone in a responsible

         23  position in this City and in this nation, whatever

         24  legislative body, look at that tape first and

         25  consult with any of the parties in Puerto Rico,
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          2  whether the status party that is in control right

          3  now, which I said is equivalent to the Republican

          4  party, where there is the pro commonwealth party or

          5  where there is the independence party. Talk to them

          6  first before anyone takes a position. That is all I

          7  ask.

          8                 And once again, I want to thank you,

          9  Mr. Speaker. I think that we were very well received

         10  in Puerto Rico by the government and by the

         11  Secretary of State, which by the way, Norma Bulgos

         12  (phonetic) is a lady that has demonstrated great

         13  leadership, who by the way is a proud member of the

         14  Republican party of Puerto Rico, and she happens to

         15  be the secretary of state.

         16                 Thank you once again, my colleague

         17  and Mr. Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you.

         19                 I just want to interrupt one moment

         20  because Una Clarke has an emergency and she is

         21  asking permission of her colleagues -- Una, you have

         22  an emergency and you are asking permission of your

         23  colleagues to be able to vote now?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Councilwoman,
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          2  please.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: May I be

          4  recorded aye on all?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Is there any

          6  objection?

          7                 Hearing none, so ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Speaker

          9  and my colleagues, my next colleague is someone who

         10  also joined with Margarita Lopez and Jose Rivera and

         11  was also a part of bringing this together, the

         12  distinguished member from the Borough of the Bronx,

         13  Council Member Adolpho Carrion.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Thank you,

         15  Council Member Robles.

         16                 Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, or anyone

         17  that is in earshot or will look at this at some

         18  point in the future on some sort of recording, I

         19  besiege you to listen very carefully to what is

         20  being said here this afternoon. Often times we sit

         21  here conducting the business of government and our

         22  colleagues are speaking and we are speaking over

         23  them, beside them, underneath them, and often times

         24  we are not listening very carefully to what is being

         25  said.
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          2                 This is a historic event that took

          3  place on the Island of Vieques, Puerto Rico, right

          4  off the northeast coast on a little island with

          5  9,300 American citizens. And the thought that I had

          6  as I was sitting there listening was there is a

          7  place where there are American citizens, where the

          8  cancer rate is 27 percent higher than the average

          9  American cancer rate across the United States, where

         10  there is respiratory disorders in every single

         11  family, where there is skin disease in every single

         12  family, where the infant mortality rate is

         13  outrageous, where there is nervous conditions, where

         14  the environment has been destroyed. Pristine lagoons

         15  that had beautiful ecological life, with coral that

         16  has been there in the making by the creator for

         17  centuries and centuries has been decimated and

         18  destroyed.  Where people are awakened in the middle

         19  of the night by bombs that fall and explode one mile

         20  from where they are sleeping. This injustice would

         21  not be tolerated anywhere on the mainland of the

         22  United States. Anywhere.

         23                 And I remember the discussion the

         24  public discussion we were having as Americans when

         25  members of congress and members of the senate were
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          2  representatives from Nevada and Oklahoma, talking

          3  about the explosions that were occurring underneath

          4  the desert. We were testing nuclear weapons and we

          5  thought as a society and as a nation and ultimately

          6  as a globe that this was an outrageous and

          7  ridiculous thing, it didn't make any sense for us as

          8  a people for what we stood for, for our neighbors as

          9  Americans.

         10                 So, I besiege you as we look at this,

         11  and we will issue a report. There will be a report

         12  and I besiege you to read it very carefully, about

         13  what the affects of 58 years of military exercises

         14  on American soil has done to Americans.

         15                 That is irrespective of the issue of

         16  the status of Puerto Rico. Which I feel very

         17  strongly about but there is a core issue here. These

         18  Americans have been assaulted for 58 years, birth

         19  defects and on and on. The list of horrors is

         20  terrifying.

         21                 And so, as we look at this, and we

         22  went on this fact-finding mission, as we look at the

         23  report listen very carefully as an American and

         24  think about the principles that uphold our

         25  government, justice, fairness, a voice for everybody
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          2  and I think we have missed the mark on this one.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: In introducing

          5  my next colleague, I want my colleagues to know that

          6  there could have been a headline They Went, But They

          7  Didn't Come Back, because on one of the trips coming

          8  back from Vieques, actually from where the

          9  encampments are, I mean, you can go from Fajardo,

         10  Puerto Rico on a ferry to Vieques, but to get to the

         11  encampment, which is the place that we went to

         12  visit, you need to get on a little fisherman's boat,

         13  and let me remind you, there were four hurricanes in

         14  the Caribbean while we were there, so the seas were

         15  rough and on one of our trips coming back from

         16  Vieques, from the encampment, I thought I was in

         17  Coney Island in the Cyclone. And unbeknownst to a

         18  lot of us, it was when Martin and Bill Perkins, the

         19  next day that was the talk of the town in Vieques,

         20  because on one going down our boat almost went over

         21  and we didn't realize that we almost capsized, but

         22  the person who brought it to our attention,

         23  thankfully he did it the day after, not while we

         24  were there, and we landed safe back home, was my

         25  colleague from Brooklyn, Council Member Martin
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          2  Malave-Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Thank

          4  you, Mr. Robles, Mr. Speaker and my colleagues.

          5                 I just want to say that the trip to

          6  Vieques was a very productive one. As many of my

          7  colleagues have indicated, we were well received.

          8  But what I want to focus on is the hearing that we

          9  held on the Island of Vieques from about 11:00 in

         10  the morning to 3:00 p.m. that day where we had many

         11  of the citizens, U.S. citizens who testified at our

         12  Committee meeting where they discussed the

         13  injustices of the United States Navy upon the

         14  citizens of Vieques, where you have women over the

         15  course of the past 60 years who have been violated,

         16  children that have been left on that Island without

         17  a father, also about the different sicknesses that

         18  the people of Vieques suffer because of the Napalm

         19  that is thrown upon the Island, the many missiles

         20  that are left about the Island, the depleted uranium

         21  shells that are left upon the Island.

         22                 It is ironic that at one point there

         23  were 8,000 soldiers on the Island and upon what we

         24  believe may be a secret study of the United States

         25  Navy, there are no soldiers that are now staying
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          2  overnight on that particular Island, while the 9,300

          3  citizens of Vieques, U.S. citizens have to suffer

          4  all of the injustices of the Navy.

          5                 Also, in 1983, the U.S. Navy and the

          6  Department of Defense signed a memorandum of

          7  understanding with the Government of Puerto Rico and

          8  the people of Puerto Rico. This memorandum of

          9  understanding, 25 pages, and up to today, not one

         10  single promise or agreement and that MOU has been

         11  kept by the United States Navy.

         12                 This is an issue of fairness and

         13  justice for the people that live on that Island, and

         14  I must repeat that they are United States citizens

         15  and they should be treated as such.

         16                 As one professor testified at the

         17  hearing, because that particular day when we were

         18  listening to testimony, the Pentagon of the United

         19  States happened to send two soldiers over to her to

         20  see if they can commence communication or a dialogue

         21  on how the Navy and the people of Vieques could work

         22  together. And as she told the two soldiers from the

         23  Pentagon who also happened to be Puerto Rican, that

         24  they came 16 years too late because if the Navy

         25  would have honored their own memorandum of
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          2  understanding 16 years ago, then they could trust

          3  the U.S. Navy and the Marines that have been leaving

          4  the Island of Vieques as if you were on the moon.

          5                 I felt that I had traveled to the

          6  moon with the craters that I saw on the eastern part

          7  of that Island.

          8                 We are waiting now for the

          9  Presidential Commission to report to the President

         10  of the United States, and if there is fairness and

         11  justice, that Commission would recommend to the

         12  President of the United States that the Navy must

         13  find somewhere else to do their live maneuvers.

         14                 And our representatives in congress,

         15  and especially those that are seeking office to

         16  represent us in congress, once the United States

         17  Navy leaves must make a commitment that they must

         18  invest millions of dollars to clean up the

         19  environment on that Island of Vieques.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: My

         22  distinguished colleague from the Borough of the

         23  Bronx, Council Member Pedro Espada.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Thank you. I

         25  would first like to say thank you, again, as was
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          2  eloquently stated by Margarita Lopez and others to

          3  our Speaker, Council Member Peter Vallone, for his

          4  courage and his issue for his taking the hits and

          5  the knocks and allowing us to be able to go as a

          6  delegation, a formal delegation of the City Council,

          7  to be able to view what has been eloquently stated

          8  by Council Member Carrion, it is one of the most

          9  disgusting things that I have ever seen before in my

         10  life. Something that one has to really be able to

         11  see in order to get appreciation for it, to be able

         12  to get the necessary fuel to go about the debating

         13  of this issue, and I really would like to thank you

         14  for taking the leadership in this role.

         15                 I would also like to thank Council

         16  Member Robles, because while we were there, he

         17  really kept us together, really kept us moving in a

         18  very tough and rigorous schedule and made sure that

         19  we represented the City Council to the best of our

         20  abilities while we were there.

         21                 And of course, to Council Members

         22  Margarita Lopez and Jose Rivera, I really commend

         23  them. Margarita Lopez for taking the leadership on

         24  this issue, and Jose Rivera for maintaining what

         25  must be an exceptional muscle of being able to use
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          2  that camera 24 hours a day and the entire time that

          3  we were there.

          4                 I am a young guy and I couldn't do

          5  it. I had to leave my camera behind a couple of

          6  times because one gets tired after awhile, but he

          7  kept going and kept filming some of the most

          8  incredible things that I have ever seen, as I said

          9  before.

         10                 And also, both of those Council

         11  members stood behind with some of us to stay an

         12  extra evening in Vieques, in which we witnessed a

         13  march, we walked around the Naval base and all of

         14  that was captured on film there.

         15                 And I also would like to thank Mike

         16  Nieves and Ralph Perez, the Sergeant-At-Arms from

         17  the Council that went with us, they, too, upheld the

         18  respect and the courtesy of the City Council and to

         19  all of the folks there, and really made us look that

         20  much better while we were there.

         21                 And mostly, I would like to thank the

         22  crew from Puerto Rico. The group that called

         23  themselves Toto Puerto Rico Con Vieques

         24  (phonetically spelled). One of the issues that one

         25  hasn't touched yet is that this is the first time in
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          2  the history of Puerto Rico which all political

          3  parties, and they are not as simple as

          4  Democratic/Republican here, their parties are very

          5  hard core and separate in their issues and they go

          6  to blows very often, and all of their groups have

          7  joined in on this issue, and they have formally done

          8  that with a group called Toto Puerto Rico Con

          9  Vieques, and I would really like to salute them for

         10  their bravery, for their integrity and for their

         11  honor in taking us in the way that they did to the

         12  fishermen who were there. They were literally

         13  risking their lives the day that they took us out

         14  there. They were practicing civil disobedience by

         15  being out there.

         16                 And I, too, would like to make my

         17  remarks based on that in which we saw the day of the

         18  hearing, when we saw a doctor come before us and

         19  speak of the fact that she was one of three

         20  physicians for the entire Island of Vieques,

         21  responsible for the medical care of 9,300 people of

         22  which she informs us that that month alone she had

         23  gotten five brand new cases of cancer in her office.

         24  In just that month alone she had gotten four or five

         25  brand new cases of cancer in her office. She could
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          2  not speak of what the other physicians on that small

          3  Island had received.

          4                 To see her before us crying, begging

          5  for us to give her some assistance, to be able to

          6  help the people that she has been charged with

          7  giving assistance to, to hear the testimony of a

          8  woman whose husband was killed 20 some odd years ago

          9  when a bomb blew up and a piece of cable went flying

         10  through his mouth and he was left there to die. To

         11  hear the testimony of another woman whose brother's

         12  leg was blown off by a piece of a bomb that had

         13  blown off just recently on the Island and he was

         14  left there on the floor to bleed to death because of

         15  the fact that he had lost a leg. Not because his

         16  head has been blown off, not because he received

         17  some direct impact to his heart, but because his leg

         18  had been severed he was left there to bleed to

         19  death, did not receive medical attention on the

         20  Island of Vieques but was taken back on boat to the

         21  mainland Puerto Rico where he could go to the U.S.

         22  Navy medical facility.

         23                 These were just some of the very

         24  small cases that we heard while we were there in

         25  Vieques, cases of people that had been arrested,
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          2  that had been thrown in jail for being on the land

          3  that was theirs, land that people went to and said,

          4  you know what, this is our land, we will give you

          5  what we deem appropriate for this land and we will

          6  put on this land a testing site where we will blow

          7  up bombs. When we received a map from the folks

          8  there that described to us that not only have they

          9  taken possession of three-quarters of the land that

         10  they once called their home, but they have also

         11  taken possession of their waters. They have also

         12  prohibited the fishermen from earning their living

         13  by going out and fishing because they cannot do that

         14  because the Navy has possession of that water.

         15  Because of the fact that people of

         16  Vieques are forced to take an hour and twenty minute

         17  ferry every day to get back to mainland Puerto Rico

         18  instead of what could be a 20-minute ferry from the

         19  corner of Puerto Rico.

         20                 These were just some of the small

         21  things that we learned while we were there on this

         22  trip. Things that forever changed me, and I think

         23  gave us all the motivation to be able to continue on

         24  with this battle, and I look forward to the day

         25  where the City Council releases this in the form of
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          2  a resolution that is voted on by all of our

          3  colleagues, and I look forward to the day where I

          4  can go to Vieques again, as I told them all there in

          5  the hearing, and go to a free Vieques, go to a

          6  Vieques where I do not have to be concerned about

          7  whether or not I will get arrested visiting the land

          8  that belongs to the people there of Vieques.

          9                 And I would once again like to

         10  commend all of my colleagues for having the courage

         11  and the leadership of taking this issue on. Thank

         12  you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: My

         14  distinguished colleague from Manhattan, Council

         15  Member Guillermo Linares.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you,

         17  Council Member Robles, and I would also like to

         18  commend and extend appreciation for the opportunity

         19  to travel with this delegation and acknowledge the

         20  leadership of our Speaker Peter Vallone for

         21  commissioning this trip and for supporting it.

         22                 For me it was a special trip because

         23  it helped me reflect on the time that I came to the

         24  United States of America from the Dominican

         25  Republic, it was January of 1966, but while the
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          2  42,000 Marines were occupying the island that I was

          3  born, the Dominican Republic, and specifically in

          4  Santo Domingo, I was reminded when I went to Vieques

          5  with my colleagues of what it is to be occupied. The

          6  difference is that this occupation is one that

          7  reflects the total violation of the people and their

          8  land, and to hear the testimony as was manifested

          9  here of the people that have gone through this

         10  throughout the years, the impact that the US Marines

         11  and the Navy have had over the Island of Vieques on

         12  families that have been literally destroyed over the

         13  years is something that should not be tolerated just

         14  a few months before facing the next century and the

         15  next millennium, and this is a shameful thing for

         16  the United States, the greatest country in the

         17  world, to have to be facing at this date and age.

         18                 I want to share that you really have

         19  to, when you walk through the mine field, because

         20  this is what we were walking through, we have to

         21  look where we would step because the ground was full

         22  of bombs that have not yet exploded. But when you

         23  walk towards the mountain, Mountain Dorid, where it

         24  is one of the highest points, and you see a lake

         25  that is now dry, when you look at a piece of Swiss
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          2  cheese or when you think you landed in the moon with

          3  the craters that are there because of the bombs and

          4  the explosion, you see how a land, a beautiful,

          5  beautiful land facing the sea is totally violated.

          6                 So, I want to just echo that and it

          7  is even more infuriating when you see an

          8  advertisement of the United States government

          9  leasing that piece of land to other countries so

         10  that they can come and make target practice and also

         11  experiment with a different type of arms at the

         12  expense of the people of Vieques. And so this is an

         13  outrage, and the report that we are preparing is The

         14  Voice Of All New Yorkers, we were an extension of

         15  all New Yorkers regardless of what background you

         16  may be, to take a position and to call on the

         17  President of the United States to take immediate and

         18  urgent action to eliminate once and for all this

         19  tragedy, not just for the people of Vieques and all

         20  Puerto Ricans but for the human race.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Speaker

         23  and my colleagues, I want you to know that everyone

         24  who stood up is blessed in some way because many of

         25  us are fortunate to speak the language that you
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          2  would find in Puerto Rico.

          3                 One of my colleagues we all thought

          4  was going to get up and speak English. Let me report

          5  to you, Mr. Speaker, that even Council member Bill

          6  Perkins from Manhattan, I guess it was the way he

          7  was received, I guess the way he was touched that I

          8  must tell you, we were all surprised, because when

          9  we had that public hearing, not one word out of Bill

         10  Perkins mouth was in English, it was all in Spanish.

         11  So, let me introduce the New Yor-ican (sic), who

         12  comes out of Harlem, Council Member Bill Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         14  very much for that generous introduction. And let me

         15  commend our whip for the extraordinary work that he

         16  did and whipping us in line at times when it was

         17  appropriate for really what turned out to be a very

         18  informative and a very touching experience with the

         19  people of Vieques in a matter that I think was

         20  obviously very important to all of us.

         21                 And Mr. Speaker, I want to express my

         22  appreciation and commend you also for the leadership

         23  that you have provided, and, again, for showing us

         24  and the City the capacity that this institution has

         25  for being a true voice for the people of this City
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          2  in the various communities, in all of the various

          3  communities, in its diversity and in its glory, and

          4  that I think was very, very important for me.

          5                 And Mike Nievas, as always, was very

          6  busy keeping us in line and making sure that we saw

          7  him in the event that we wanted something to get

          8  done right, and so I want to thank him for that. And

          9  of course Perez was excellent in the work that he

         10  did as our Sergeant-At-Arms, and I think that the

         11  hearing we had will represent well the work that he

         12  did, because he did a good job of taping it and I am

         13  sure that it will be quite revealing to all of us,

         14  the testimony that was provided to us, though in

         15  Spanish, I am sure will be properly interpreted.

         16                 To my colleagues, I am not going to

         17  speak in Spanish this afternoon. I do have a

         18  statement that I want you to indulge me in, and I

         19  provided everyone with a copy of it, which is sort

         20  of how I felt about this trip which will be produced

         21  as an op-ed in several of the local newspapers and

         22  it is titled My View From Vieques, Puerto Rico: The

         23  Long Struggle For Peace and Freedom.

         24                 The critical American figure Malcolm

         25  X once lectured: "In order for you and me to know

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            59

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the nature of the struggle that you and I are

          3  involved in, we have to know not only the various

          4  ingredients involved at the local level, and

          5  national level, but also the ingredients that

          6  involve at the international level.

          7                 And the problems of the black man

          8  here in this country today have ceased to be a

          9  problem of just the American negro or an American

         10  problem. It has become a problem that is so complex

         11  and has so many implications in it, that you have to

         12  study it in its entire world, in the world context,

         13  on the international context, to really see it as it

         14  is."

         15                 After spending five months in the

         16  Middle East and on the continent of Africa, Malcolm

         17  in 1965 urged African Americans to understand the

         18  link between conflicts in the far off lands of Asia

         19  and Africa and black people struggled for equality,

         20  justice and freedom.

         21                 The same experience that propelled

         22  Malcolm to a deeper understanding of the connections

         23  between African Americans and those who live outside

         24  of our physical boundaries sent me last week on a

         25  three-day mission to the Caribbean Island of
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          2  Vieques, Puerto Rico.

          3                 Since World War II the Island's 9,300

          4  Puerto Rican residents have suffered as American

          5  military forces preparing for combat, execute

          6  training bills and other armed maneuvers within

          7  close proximity of civilian populations. Local

          8  leaders and advocates from abroad have for years

          9  urged the United States to halt military exercises

         10  on the grounds that the Island's natural resources,

         11  its economy and health of its residents were in

         12  danger.

         13                 Those fears became reality on April

         14  19th, 1999, during routine military training

         15  maneuvers. American bombs accidently killed a

         16  civilian, David Rodriguez, and injured four others.

         17  Because of protests by local activists and

         18  international supporters, the United States Navy has

         19  put on hold all military training exercises while

         20  the Clinton Administration reviews the events

         21  surrounding the tragedy, and this was related to the

         22  complete withdrawal of American military forces.

         23                 We, at the City Council, have in fact

         24  proposed legislation, Resolution 945, that calls for

         25  the United States Navy to vacate its training
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          2  facilities on the Puerto Rican Island of Vieques.

          3                 For three days in September I joined

          4  eight other City Council members on a mission to the

          5  Island to view and measure the impact of nearly 60

          6  years of United States military presence on these

          7  American citizens from Puerto Rican descent.

          8                 Including convening a public hearing

          9  with residents, our group met with Puerto Rico

         10  Secretary of State, Norma Burgos, and the leading

         11  civic organizations Committee for the Rescue and

         12  Development of Vieques to explore into completely

         13  withdrawing its military.

         14                 With more than 1 million New Yorkers

         15  haling directly or indirectly of Puerto Rican

         16  ancestry, this would seem a natural problem for

         17  elected officials of the City's Puerto Rican and

         18  other Spanish-speaking communities to address.

         19                 For me, this is also an issue of

         20  human rights, with considerable global humanitarian

         21  implications. If America fails to lift the heavy

         22  weight burdening the residents of Vieques, who are

         23  American citizens, we will once again in the history

         24  of this nation deny people the right to live free

         25  and in peace.
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          2                 Standing in solidarity with the

          3  residents of Vieques against an oppressive force is

          4  a principle as old as our country, our struggle for

          5  civil rights is rooted in the belief that all

          6  people, regardless of origin and race, should be

          7  treated fairly with justice and equality.

          8                 It was Reverend Martin Luther King,

          9  Jr., who directed our nation to action in order to

         10  address the plight of the world's poor and hungry.

         11  Just like Malcolm King spoke out against America's

         12  involvement in wars in Asia and Africa, and before

         13  his death he urged black people to see the struggle

         14  of union workers, as an important key to promoting

         15  African-American progress.

         16                 We are tied together in the single

         17  garment of destiny, caught in an inescapable network

         18  of mutuality, and whatever affects one directly

         19  links all indirectly, end of quote.

         20                 King said before his death, for him

         21  the next phase of the revolution was to take place

         22  on the global stage and speak for the pain and

         23  suffering of the world voices.

         24                 If we fail to comfort affiliated

         25  people of Vieques, we will forever fail to achieve
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          2  full equality and freedom.

          3                 For those who support ending military

          4  activity on Vieques, the objective is clear and

          5  present - achieving the four D's:

          6                 Number one, demilitarization.

          7                 Number two, (in Spanish) which is the

          8  return of the land back to the people.

          9                 Number three, decontamination.

         10                 Number four, development of the

         11  Island.

         12                 Quote, (in Spanish). All of Puerto

         13  Rico is for Vieques, has become the Island's most

         14  popular chant in this modern day movement for peace

         15  and justice. This phase reflects the broad,

         16  political and societal unity of the Puerto Rican

         17  people for Vieques.

         18                 Similarly the people of Harlem and

         19  all New Yorkers must embrace the plight of the

         20  people for Vieques.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Speaker, I

         23  want to echo, and again say to you that you also

         24  assigned to us not only your Deputy Director of

         25  Council Services, Mike Nieves, and many of us, you
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          2  know, it is not every day we give praises for staff

          3  people, but I must tell you that he did, while we

          4  were enjoying and seeing for ourselves, he kept us

          5  constantly going and arranging all of the

          6  transportation and the activities.

          7                 So, Mike Nieves, on behalf of all of

          8  my colleagues, thank you very much.

          9                 Another one, Mr. Speaker, and as you

         10  can see today in our presence, Ralphie Perez, even

         11  under 80 plus degrees in this typical Caribbean

         12  Island of Vieques, he stood proud in his uniform

         13  representing the Council of the City of New York. I

         14  want to also thank the Sergeant-At-Arms Ralph Perez.

         15                 (Applause).

         16                 Last, but not least, Mr. Speaker, and

         17  my colleagues who are part of the delegation, I

         18  would like for you, if possible, to join us up front

         19  so we can make a special presentation.

         20                 Mr. Speaker, before we left you had

         21  -- will all of my colleagues of this delegation

         22  please come forward. Before we left you did one of

         23  two things: One, you did send a personal letter to

         24  President William Jefferson Clinton, not only as a

         25  courtesy informing him that you have sent a
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          2  delegation led by your Majority Whip to personally

          3  report directly to you, but you also called upon him

          4  to enjoin in saying to halt the bombing while the

          5  Commission is studying, and you also urged them to

          6  find alternative sites.

          7                 In that press release, Mr. Speaker,

          8  believe it or not, in Puerto Rico, and I don't mean

          9  Vieques, in Puerto Rico, when we got there the one

         10  thing that they wanted us to tell you that they will

         11  never forget was your quote where you said, Mr.

         12  Speaker, perhaps you, the people of Puerto Rico, and

         13  the people of Vieques, may feel that you do not have

         14  a voice in congress, but I want you to know clearly

         15  that you have a voice in the Council of the City of

         16  New York and the City of New York, and as Speaker I

         17  listen to those voices and the Council will act upon

         18  it.

         19                 Well, Mr. Speaker, the first official

         20  visit, or at least receiving, was the Mayor of

         21  Carolina, the Honorable Jose Aponte, and the one

         22  thing he wanted me to give to you on behalf of the

         23  City of Carolina, and personally invite you when you

         24  come to Puerto Rico, so that you can use, and I

         25  don't know if you ever got a key from the City of
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          2  New York, but I have seen those keys, and let me

          3  tell you something, all of us are very proud. Mr.

          4  Speaker, on behalf of the Mayor of the City of

          5  Carolina, the Honorable Jose Aponte, please receive

          6  the key to the City because truly they accept the

          7  fact that they have a voice in the City of New York

          8  within the Speaker Peter Vallone.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Victor.

         10  And thank all of you who went, and I accept this on

         11  behalf of all of my colleagues in the City Council,

         12  and indeed all of the people of the City of New

         13  York. And I want to thank every single one of you

         14  for sharing with us your experience. This kind of

         15  unanimity is very rare and there is nothing like

         16  seeing it for yourself, as all of you have done, and

         17  there is nothing about sharing the pain, as all of

         18  you have voluntarily shared with us.

         19                 So that I understand the hearing is

         20  going to be next week, Wednesday, and everybody will

         21  have an opportunity to speak for or against this,

         22  and I will send a letter of thanks to the Mayor and

         23  I want to thank each and every one of you of

         24  representing all of the people of the City of New

         25  York at a very important trip.
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          2                 I don't know what else to say, other

          3  than I was truly moved.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: And please

          5  give this to your Chief of Staff Bruce Bender

          6  because he also deserves the key to the City.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Bruce is getting a

          8  key too? I have to give this back then.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Archie.

         11  Can we proceed.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Back

         13  to the agenda now.

         14                 Discussion of general orders. Any

         15  member has the opportunity at this point in the

         16  agenda to discuss any item on today's calendar.

         17                 Council Member Reed, you wish to be

         18  recognized?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I had asked to

         20  be recognized prior to this. All I wanted to speak

         21  on was to commend the Speaker as it relates to the

         22  issue of the Brooklyn Museum. I think as leadership

         23  in this Council --

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Can

         25  you hold that until we conclude?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: That is all I am

          3  going to say about it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Okay.

          5                 No other member requesting to be

          6  recognized, we will move on to -- Council Member

          7  Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I also would

          9  like to -- I was not able to go to Puerto Rico with

         10  the group, but I give my sentiments --

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: This

         12  is not the appropriate point in the --

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: It is general

         14  orders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Oh, you want

         16  me to wait?

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         18  Please.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Okay, I will

         20  do so.

         21                 Thank you, sir.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         23  Report of special committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:
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          2  Report of standing committees.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

          4  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

          5                 Intro. 480-A. An amended local law in

          6  relation to imitation firearms.

          7                 It is amended and coupled for a

          8  general order.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Public Safety?

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: We are doing

         11  reports of the Committee on Consumer Affairs, Intro.

         12  480-A. Amended local law in relation to imitation

         13  firearms.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         15  order, please.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

         17  Committee on Economic Development.

         18                 Intro. 621. A local law in relation

         19  to Southwest Brooklyn Economic Development Zone.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Finance.

         23                 Resolution 996. Preconsidered,

         24  amending and reinstating the base proportion of real

         25  estate tax.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 997,

          4  it is preconsidered. It is amending and reinstating

          5  real property tax classes.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 998.

          8  It is preconsidered. Amending and restating the

          9  resolution on the indebtedness statement.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 551 and

         12  companion resolution 1007. Preconsidered supportive

         13  housing program for the elderly, 43-57 West 137th

         14  Street, Manhattan.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 552 and

         17  companion resolution 1008. Preconsidered, supportive

         18  housing program for the elderly, Our Lady of Mercy

         19  Senior Manor, Bronx.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services.

         23                 Resolution 914. Calling upon an

         24  oversight hearing on New York City Fire Department

         25  recruitment.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is coupled to

          3  be filed.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

          5  Committee on Governmental Operations, Intro. 611. A

          6  local law in relation to resident requirements.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

          9  Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and

         10  International Intergroup Relations.

         11                 Intro. 632. A local law. George Meany

         12  Boulevard, Queens.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 357. A

         15  local law. Walter Jonas Judah Street, Manhattan.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 532. A

         18  local law. Rudy Macina Peace Memorial Plaza, Borough

         19  of the Bronx.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 607. A

         22  local law, St. Augustine Way, Bronx.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 612. A

         25  local law. Holocaust Memorial Corners, Queens.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  General order calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 520 and

          6  companion resolution 1009.

          7                 ULURP C990290 PPQ. City-owned

          8  property, Queens.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 291-A. An

         11  amended local law, Family Childcare Services.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is laid over

         13  again.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

         15  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled. At this

         17  time I would ask for a roll call on an entire

         18  General Order Calendar, please.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Roll

         20  call.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: No on

         23  preconsidered Resos 996 and 997. Aye on all the

         24  rest.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: May I be

          3  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

          5  Councilman Berman. You may be.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you,

          7  sir.

          8                 May I suggest that those who vote

          9  against the tax-fixing resolution, that without this

         10  tax fixing resolution the result would be a

         11  significant increase in real estate taxes for Class

         12  1. So I am at a loss to understand the mentality of

         13  that who votes against it, thereby making one to

         14  assume that those who vote against it are in effect

         15  anticipating or expecting or hoping for a tax

         16  increase. That is just inconsistent with the

         17  mentality that I thought would prevail.

         18                 Having said that, also I would like

         19  to invite everybody to join me and the other members

         20  of the Jewish Study Group of the City Council on

         21  Resolution 999, which condemns the massacre at the

         22  Wedgewood Baptist Church in Texas, and offers

         23  sympathy to the people there.

         24                 It is our belief that we have to

         25  stand up to any form of racial intolerance and
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          2  anti-religious bigotry and that is a clear example

          3  of what happened. So, I would ask everybody to join

          4  me on that.

          5                 Having said that, I will now remove

          6  my request to be excused and I will vote aye on all

          7  of the coupled items.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          9  Continue the roll call.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: I vote

         18  yes on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Aye on all

         21  coupled orders. I would like permission to vote yes

         22  on the Land Use Call-Ups.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Without objection, so ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: I request

          6  unanimous consent to be permitted to vote aye on

          7  Land Use Call-Ups?

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          9  Without objection, so ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: I vote aye on

         11  the general order calendar, with the exception of

         12  the preconsidered reso 996, 997, 998, I vote no.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: May I be

         17  excused to explain my vote?

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         19  Certainly.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I join with

         21  Council Member Berman in support of the resolution

         22  condemning the gunman that shot the young people in

         23  Texas. It was an act of racism.

         24                 And we have today Intro. 632 honoring

         25  George Meany. George Meany was one of the greatest
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          2  advocates for racism in the history of this City

          3  when it came to supporting white people getting jobs

          4  in trade unions. He was also the hardest working man

          5  against blacks and other minorities not being able

          6  to work in those unions.

          7                 I have been told by my people in the

          8  union movement that even though he was wrong, forget

          9  it because the union people will not like what I am

         10  going to say.

         11                 I have never lived by expediency and

         12  do not intend to live by expediency today. I cannot

         13  support what Mr. Berman just suggested we join in

         14  supporting and support the George Meany bill.

         15                 Mr. Meany fought hard against those

         16  who fought for civil rights and for inclusion of all

         17  Americans in the labor movement in this country. And

         18  for that reason I am not going to vote no, I am

         19  going to, because I believe in mercy and I believe

         20  in redemption and I believe in forgiveness, I am

         21  going to simply abstain on the George Meany bill

         22  because I don't believe we should support any man or

         23  any street name who opposes any American simply

         24  because of the color of their skin or their racial

         25  background.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: May I have a

          3  point of personal privilege and to remind the

          4  Councilman that my request and invitation was to

          5  join only on resolution 999.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I would not

          7  couple your name with what I just said. I wouldn't

          8  give you that much dignity.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Can I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         15  Certainly, Council Member Golden.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you.

         17                 I vote no on 996, 997 and 998 and aye

         18  on all others.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 Just about one year ago the City
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          2  suffered a tragedy when a 16-year-old Brooklyn boy

          3  was carrying a realistic looking toy gun was shot by

          4  police who thought it was a real gun.

          5                 This wasn't the first such tragedy in

          6  our city. Shortly after last summer's tragedy,

          7  Borough President Fields, and a number of my

          8  colleagues and I began looking at this issue and

          9  realized that guns were being sold in the City that

         10  were dark in color and had bright orange plugs that

         11  could easily be removed.

         12                 Thus, to a police officer at night,

         13  or in bad lighting, even these supposed toys look

         14  real and threatening. We introduced Intro. 480 to

         15  require any toy guns in this City to be brightly

         16  colored.

         17                 A couple of weeks ago the Consumer

         18  Affairs Committee passed Intro. 480-A, which

         19  prohibits toy guns from being sold in the City

         20  unless they are bright colors, such as yellow,

         21  orange or bright blue, or unless they are completely

         22  transparent or translucent.

         23                 This way there is no mistaking such a

         24  brightly colored toy for a real gun.

         25                 We also worked with Congressman
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          2  Townes who has federal legislation pending that

          3  would ban all toy handguns in sizes and shapes

          4  similar to real handguns.

          5                 Stronger laws at the federal level

          6  would work best in keeping all dangerous imitation

          7  weapons out of our City and the hands of our

          8  children. But since we can't seem to get congress to

          9  control real guns, I didn't think we should wait for

         10  them to take the lead on toy guns.

         11                 I ask all of you to support our

         12  efforts at strengthening this law to protect our

         13  children from tragic accidents and we intend to take

         14  this bill to Washington to see it through.

         15                 I vote aye on all general coupled

         16  orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: May I please

         19  be excused to explain my vote.

         20                 I am going to vote aye on all coupled

         21  general orders. I would like to make some comments

         22  with respect to Intro. 488.

         23                 I think the bill is okay, but it

         24  doesn't go far enough. Some time ago I introduced

         25  Council Services work request to pass a law
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          2  prohibiting the sale of toy guns, except water guns

          3  that don't imitate the look of real guns.

          4                 Given the recent shooting in high

          5  schools around the country and the use of guns by

          6  America's youth has become a problem of national

          7  concern. It behooves all of us as public officials

          8  to keep guns out of our children's hands. A local

          9  law that would put a complete ban on imitation guns,

         10  toy guns, no matter what the color or size, would be

         11  a step in that direction.

         12                 This should apply to all form of

         13  guns. It is not sufficient as written here to day

         14  that if the gun is white, red, bright orange, bright

         15  yellow, bright green, bright blue, bright pink or

         16  bright purple then it is okay. It seems to me if we

         17  are going to regulate the sale of guns, toy guns we

         18  might as well regulate the sale of all guns. The

         19  only exception I would make would be for water guns

         20  that aren't made to look like real guns. So this is

         21  a work request and hopefully the Council dealing

         22  with the sale of toy guns in the City can go this

         23  step further.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: I vote aye. I
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          2  vote yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote?

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

          9  Council Member Marshall.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: First of

         11  all, I think the idea of identifying toy guns in a

         12  way that doesn't resemble a real gun is of major

         13  importance.

         14                 We know already that many times the

         15  police can confuse a toy gun with a real gun, and

         16  sometimes even people who are planning to do

         17  criminal acts use toy guns to do it, and it is

         18  frightening enough to the victims that they will

         19  give in to them.

         20                 So, this idea of identifying them in

         21  some color that is not associated normally with a

         22  gun is a excellent, excellent bill, and I am happy

         23  to be also helping to sponsor that bill.

         24                 I vote aye on all general coupled

         25  orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: May I be

          6  excused to explain my vote?

          7                 I am going to vote aye on all of the

          8  issues today in front of us, the coupled general

          9  orders.

         10                 And for the life of me I cannot

         11  understand why Republicans who usually are voting

         12  for huge tax decreases and Republicans in this

         13  Council voting against preconsidered resolution 996,

         14  997 and 998 are voting to what amounts to a tax

         15  increase on real estate taxes. If somebody could

         16  please explain that to me, why they are voting for

         17  increased taxes and the people of the City of New

         18  York should really demand an explanation why this is

         19  being done today.

         20                 Thank you. I vote aye.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         22  Continue the roll call.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: I am looking

         25  forward to that explanation, and I would vote aye on
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          2  all coupled general orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote aye on

          7  all, with the exception of resos 996, 997 and 998, I

          8  vote no on those. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Mr. Speaker

         15  Pro-tem, or Acting --

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         17  Council Member Pinkett.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: May I be

         19  excused to explain my vote?

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         21  certainly.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: First of all,

         23  I would like to call to the attention of the

         24  Council, I would like to call to their attention

         25  number 611, which is unique in that it brings into
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          2  coverage those persons who work in Camp LaGuardia,

          3  which house homeless persons outside of the City of

          4  New York. They may have come from the City of New

          5  York, but they were housed in a residence at Camp

          6  LaGuardia in Orange County.

          7                 Those workers, because of changes,

          8  and the intention to privatize that particular site,

          9  would have lost their employment and would not be

         10  covered by City benefit.

         11                 This legislation that was passed in

         12  the Committee on Governmental Operations, meant that

         13  they continued to have benefits and something more

         14  unique is that they were continued and given the

         15  benefit of City service, despite the fact that they

         16  were not all residents of the City of New York.

         17                 It is interesting to note that many

         18  of them started out as City employees, because there

         19  was a need on the part of the City for these workers

         20  to go and work in Orange County, and so they were

         21  transferred to that site. And over the years, many

         22  of them because of the tremendous travel had to make

         23  their residences where their employment was.

         24                 With this consideration in mind and

         25  with the changes in their job, they had no
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          2  alternative except to have the opportunity to have

          3  the City recognize years of service and to give them

          4  the coverage, but only if they could be taken in as

          5  City civil servants and have the protective cover of

          6  civil servant status.

          7                 This legislation provides that

          8  benefit. It does not accrue to anyone else, but the

          9  people who are in that particular status and those

         10  titles are now covered, will not be unemployed, and

         11  this Committee has facilitated that effort.

         12                 So, I ask those of you who have not

         13  considered it, one, to be sure that you vote for

         14  611, that this is indeed a worthy effort and one

         15  that is beneficial to people who work diligently for

         16  the City of New York and deserve your support.

         17                 On the matter of the Caucus and the

         18  legislation for saving or protesting the --

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Council Member, you only have two minutes to explain

         21  your vote. I must remind you of that, and you have

         22  far exceeded it.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Okay, I won't

         24  take two minutes for this.

         25                 I commend them for their
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          2  thoughtfulness. I would like to also suggest to them

          3  that in the future when you have a good thought, do

          4  as others do, reach out for others. We all do not

          5  mind being Jewish at the appropriate time. And so if

          6  you will reach out, we would certainly be happy to

          7  be a part of that.

          8                 And finally, on all other items I

          9  vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote yes on

         20  all, but with the exception of I would like to

         21  abstain on the Georgy Meany bill.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Mr.

         24  President Pro-tem, may I be excused to explain my

         25  vote?
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          3  Certainly, Council Member Robinson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: I serve on

          5  the Committee of Council Member Koslowitz, and

          6  recognize the pain that has taken place within our

          7  communities as a result of our young people being

          8  shot or maimed by toy guns, and one young man was

          9  killed.

         10                 The young man that you spoke about

         11  was a resident of my district. And I have had the

         12  occasion to talk with his family and to kind of

         13  nurture them through this process.

         14                 However, I do want to say for all of

         15  those, especially for the viewing audience, all of

         16  those that buy their children toy guns, that they

         17  are weapons to other people, even though we are

         18  attempting to disguise them and to make them more

         19  user-friendly, they are weapons, and parents or

         20  families should not buy their children toy guns.

         21                 I want to vote yes on that

         22  legislation and also to abstain on Intro. 632 and

         23  vote yes on all other general coupled orders. Thank

         24  you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          9  Without objections, I want to be excused to explain

         10  my vote.

         11                 As it relates to Intro. 632, the

         12  changing the name of Cross Bay Boulevard to the

         13  George Meany Boulevard, George Meany was a

         14  reflection of the times in which he lived, and there

         15  is no doubt in my mind that many harbored and held

         16  and expressed his racist views and his acts of

         17  discrimination against the black workers, and if

         18  that would be the case, if we were to hold those

         19  grudges in perpetuity there would be many reasons

         20  for us to not associate and do measures identified

         21  with forgiveness and redemption and understanding.

         22                 I have been, the last two years I

         23  have had an opportunity to work with the leadership

         24  of Local 1, Jim Hart, Don Scifani and others of

         25  Plumbers Local 1 on Cross Bay Boulevard and they
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          2  have demonstrated an attitude of doing the right

          3  thing. Of doing the right thing in terms of

          4  apprenticeship and in terms of opportunities, in

          5  terms of being fair.

          6                 I can also say that I have worked

          7  with Al Stabile, the sponsor of this resolution, who

          8  represents the Cross Bay now George Meany Boulevard.

          9  This bill has come out of Committee, it has had an

         10  opportunity to have a hearing. I respect the

         11  sponsors and those who are advocating for it, and

         12  together with all other items on today's general

         13  order calendar, I vote aye for that as well as the

         14  other items.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I abstain on

         17  632, and I vote aye on all other general orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

         20  all coupled general orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Mr. Acting

         23  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: You

         25  may be excused to explain your vote. Go right ahead.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: I just want to

          3  comment briefly on the renaming of Cross Bay

          4  Boulevard.

          5                 I can identify with what you have

          6  said as for forgiveness, but I also speak for the

          7  future of the record, Local 1, when I was working

          8  for the Board of Education, and I worked very

          9  closely on an apprentice program for our young

         10  people, my identifying with the kinds of concepts

         11  that they brought forward in that apprenticeship, to

         12  me personally was painted as a beginning to embrace

         13  whatever was in the past, and I embrace that change.

         14  I believe that we need to begin to look at healing,

         15  rather than continue to rehash what was. I only know

         16  what is and what I was a part of, and I vote aye on

         17  all coupled orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: I am sorry,

         22  excuse me.

         23                 And assuming there is no objection,

         24  aye on the Land Use Call-Ups which appear on the

         25  calendar.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          3  Without objection, so ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: May I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         10  Certainly, Mr. Minority Leader, of the Republicans,

         11  that is.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Yes, thank

         13  you, sir.

         14                 I am going to vote no on

         15  Preconsidered Resos 996, 997, 998, and aye on all of

         16  the coupled general orders. And my good colleague

         17  Stanley Michels asked me for an explanation why I

         18  was doing it.

         19                 As I understand, the way we handle

         20  real property tax in the City of New York is that

         21  the State, formerly the Board of Equalization and

         22  Assessment, they now have a new name, they assign

         23  our class shares and we are basically stuck with

         24  what they assess and with what they assign as our

         25  class shares and that determines our tax percentage,
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          2  tax ratio.

          3                 But we do and we are given some

          4  discretion, and that is a five percent discretion in

          5  which we can make adjustments between the four

          6  classes, in order to provide some equity.

          7                 One of the commitments that I and my

          8  other colleagues have is that while we were in this

          9  Council we wouldn't vote for a tax increase. And so

         10  what happened, as a result of the state action there

         11  was a substantial increase in taxes. This Council

         12  acting in good faith then came up with a formula for

         13  redistribution using our authority with the five

         14  percent to reduce the impact of that increase.

         15                 So, instead of having a large

         16  increase, something in the nature of $112 for each,

         17  the majority of my constituents, the 1, Class 1

         18  homeowers, I believe it was reduced down to $85.

         19                 I was convinced that there is another

         20  formula that we could have devised rather than the

         21  two and a half percent formula we used, which would

         22  have resulted in a wash, in a no tax increase in

         23  Class 1. Now, I understand that people have concerns

         24  for Class 2 and Class 3 and Class 4 and I understand

         25  that, and they are legitimate concerns, but I
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          2  represent a district which is overwhelmingly Class 1

          3  and I wanted to meet my commitment, as did my other

          4  Republican colleagues, by voting for a system which

          5  would ensure that there would be no increase in

          6  Class 1 taxes. The system that we adopted, although

          7  we did have some discretion in that matter, we

          8  adopted a system that resulted in an increase in

          9  taxes over the previous year year for Class 1, and

         10  that we couldn't vote for and that is why, my

         11  colleague, that I voted no, although I do appreciate

         12  why you felt that the two and a half percent

         13  increase was suitable for your district, it did not

         14  meet the commitment that I had made to my

         15  constituents.

         16                 Thank you very much, Mr. Acting

         17  Public Advocate.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         19  Continue the roll call.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         21  Vallone.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         23                 But just to defend my colleague

         24  Stanley Michels who spoke and doesn't have an

         25  opportunity to rebut Tom, it is just that Tom has to
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          2  understand that we have no more discretion, even

          3  with this two and a half percent. We had to get the

          4  Republican Senate, as well as the Democratic

          5  Assembly to agree for us to make any change

          6  whatsoever. And this is the best change that we

          7  could make to satisfy the constituency.

          8                 So, Stanley Michels bravely

          9  enunciated the truth, this is the best we could do.

         10  Even if we wanted to change it, we couldn't.

         11                 And in any event, I am privileged and

         12  proud to vote aye on the entire coupled general

         13  order calendar.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: That

         15  concludes the roll call on all coupled general

         16  orders, and are adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         17  affirmative, none in the negative, and no

         18  abstentions, with the exception of, Resolution 996,

         19  38 affirmative, five negative, no abstentions.

         20                 Resolution 997, 38 affirmative, five

         21  negative, no abstentions.

         22                 Resolution 998, 39 affirmative, four

         23  negative, no abstention.

         24                 Intro. 632, 39 affirmative, no

         25  negatives, four abstentions.
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          2                 Introduction and reading of bills.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, I would ask

          4  that the bills be referred to the Committees as

          5  indicated, with the exception of those on for

          6  immediate consideration.

          7                 Starting with Resolution 992, by

          8  myself and Council Member Robles, recognizing

          9  October 1999, as Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I

         10  waive the reading and ask for immediate

         11  consideration.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Resolution number 992, the prime sponsor the

         14  Speaker, waives its reading and requests immediate

         15  consideration.

         16                 Are there any objections?

         17                 Hearing none, all in favor?

         18                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Opposed?

         21                 The resolution is adopted.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 993,

         23  again by myself, recognizing the month of October

         24  1999 as Italian Heritage and Culture Month in the

         25  City of New York, and acknowledging the tremendous
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          2  contributions that Italian-Americans have made to

          3  this City and Nation.

          4                 I waive the reading and ask for

          5  immediate consideration.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: As

          7  requested by the Speaker, the prime sponsor of

          8  Resolution 995, waives its reading and requests

          9  immediate consideration.

         10                 Are there any objections?

         11                 Hearing none, all in favor?

         12                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         14  Opposed?

         15                 The resolution is adopted.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 994, by

         17  myself and Council Member Eldridge, recognizing

         18  October 1999 as Domestic Women Violence Awareness

         19  Month.

         20                 I waive the reading and ask for

         21  immediate consideration.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         23  Resolution number 994, by the Speaker. Without

         24  objections, all in favor?

         25                 THE QUORUM: Aye.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 995, by

          3  myself and Council Member Robles. Resolution

          4  recognizing October, 1999, as Sudden Infant Death

          5  Syndrome Awareness Month in the City of New York.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          7  Resolution 995, prime sponsor by the Speaker, he

          8  waives its reading. Are there any objections?

          9                 All in favor?

         10                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         12  Opposed?

         13                 Adopted.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 999, by

         15  Council Members Berman, Leffler, Povman, Eisland,

         16  Nelson, Lasher, Koslowitz, Fisher, Michels and Dear:

         17                 Condemning the massacre at the

         18  Wedgwood Baptist Church in Texas, expressing outrage

         19  at the recent spate of attacks by gunmen which

         20  appear to target religious institutions, or people

         21  because of their religious beliefs, and offering

         22  solidarity and support to the Fort Worth Baptist

         23  communities.

         24                 Council Member Berman.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: I respectfully
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          2  waive the reading and ask for immediate

          3  consideration.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Council Member Berman waives the reading of

          6  Resolution 999 and requests immediate consideration.

          7                 Are there any objections?

          8                 All in favor?

          9                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         11  Opposed?

         12                 The resolution is adopted.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: At this time any

         14  Council member who wants to speak on any matter

         15  whatsoever. If he or she hasn't already spoken, this

         16  would be the time to do it.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         18  Council Member Nelson, followed by the Minority

         19  Leader, Mr. Ognibene, and then Golden.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Mr. Speaker,

         21  my colleagues, one of the major issues and problems

         22  we have in this City are seniors who cannot get

         23  across the street without fear of their lives. There

         24  are various ways we can entertain this and help. We

         25  are empowered to do so, and it is incumbent upon us,
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          2  every day more people are getting older, if they

          3  don't get hit by a car or get injured or God forbid

          4  even worse, killed.

          5                 We can slow down lights, we can add

          6  more lights around senior centers, but my reso 1003

          7  will advise motorists to proceed cautiously. These

          8  are mostly in many cases frail individuals who we

          9  can just jointly run across the street or walk fast,

         10  some just cannot do so and they take, the fear goes

         11  into their hearts when they have to face this. So, I

         12  encourage my colleagues to sign on and support reso

         13  1003, and the Chair and the Speaker and leadership

         14  to expedite this.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         17  Council Member Ognibene.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Two matters

         19  that were discussed today.

         20                 One of them concerns the Island of

         21  Vieques, to which my colleagues spoke very

         22  eloquently about, and I listened to it and I have

         23  also studied that issue in depth, or as much in

         24  depth as I could. I am sure there are more that are

         25  expert on it. But while I recognize that our
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          2  military has to have location with which to train,

          3  I, like my colleagues who spoke, feel that Vieques

          4  has been unfairly burdened with an excessive amount

          5  of this type of training and that the people of that

          6  island do deserve a break. And I think that it is

          7  incumbent upon our armed forces, particularly the

          8  Marine Corps, to look now, immediately, to locate

          9  another area, another site, that would be suitable

         10  for this training and relieve the people of Vieques

         11  with this burden which they have suffered for

         12  numerous years, and I would support any resolution

         13  which would call on the United States Marine Corps

         14  and the United States government to locate another

         15  place.

         16                 I also would call also for the free

         17  and independent commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and I

         18  think that would go a long way to solving these

         19  problems, some of the burdens of problems that they

         20  have with association with the United States.

         21                 The other issue I would like to

         22  address has to do with the issue of the Brooklyn

         23  Museum and the particular display that is on there.

         24                 I mean, people talk about one item,

         25  but there are many items that are down there what
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          2  are offensive, not only to Christian religion but to

          3  other religions. And I wonder, because we have a

          4  tough life that we all life in over here, we have

          5  belief systems that hold that together, and faith in

          6  God and faith in the symbols of God and the belief

          7  in an after life are the things that motivate many

          8  people and hold life together and is very sacred to

          9  them.

         10                 And I don't know the value of

         11  desecrating that, and it has been desecrated, make

         12  no mistake about it, and make no excuse for what is

         13  passing is art at the Brooklyn Museum.

         14                 As a matter of fact, I think they

         15  understood that and they did that deliberately

         16  hoping that it would stir a controversy.

         17                 But what concerns me is this: We all

         18  know it is blasphemous, we all know it is

         19  horrendous, but we hear a lot of arguments that we

         20  have about the First Amendment and their right to

         21  have First Amendment speech, and the odd part about

         22  that is they think that it takes away everybody

         23  else's right to answer them, that because they have

         24  a First Amendment right, that somehow we are

         25  supposed to acquiesce and sit down.
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          2                 The other one is the issue of the

          3  money, that they have this money and they don't

          4  think this money ought to be taken away from them.

          5                 Well, let me say this: First of all,

          6  you have a First Amendment right, and I respect it,

          7  and I also respect the people that challenge you

          8  when you come up with what passes as First Amendment

          9  clearly, but is grotesque and blasphemous and

         10  insulting.

         11                 The other thing is this: We talk

         12  about the money and how the Mayor shouldn't have the

         13  right to take away the money. Absolutely we should

         14  take away their money. Why do they think they can do

         15  something which insults us personally, which insults

         16  our religion, which insults the people in our

         17  community, which is basically anti-Christian and

         18  anti-Catholic, and we are supposed to sit back and

         19  just accept it because they have this first

         20  amendment right.

         21                 Let me tell them and tell everybody

         22  here, if you want a First Amendment right, don't

         23  take government money. Don't take my tax dollars. I

         24  will respect you more if you don't. Give the money

         25  back, and then you can put in your Brooklyn Museum
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          2  or any museum whatever you want. But when you take

          3  public dollars, when you take public dollars, you

          4  are going to have to be more sensitive to the issues

          5  that affect every citizen because many of the

          6  citizens out there that are totally offended are the

          7  people that are contributing their dollars.

          8                 I think that the honorable thing for

          9  the Brooklyn Museum to do would be to voluntarily

         10  return the taxpayer funded portion of their budget

         11  and then go on and have all of the freedom of

         12  expression and freedom of speech that they want.

         13                 If they can't do that, then what they

         14  have done is offensive, it is blasphemous, and I

         15  hope that they get their just deserts for it and it

         16  means losing the funding or having their lease

         17  pulled. I would look forward to that.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Council Member Boyland, we extended a little.  Out

         21  of the deference of the Minority Leader's position

         22  and leadership of the Republican party, we extended

         23  to him an extra amount of time.

         24                 Council Member Boyland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I am going to
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          2  allow my colleague, Steve DiBrienza, to step in,

          3  because he wants to respond immediately to the

          4  comment made by my colleague, and then I will go

          5  after.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          7  Council Member DiBrienza is listed as a speaker, and

          8  he will be called in his turn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Okay, well, I

         10  will refer to him to respond.

         11                 Let me just on another note, just to

         12  give an update on where we are on the issue of our

         13  youth and gun violence. At the last stated meeting I

         14  introduced a resolution and announced for the

         15  formation of Communities United Against Gun

         16  Violence, a broad coalition of clergy, elected

         17  officials, community leaders working together to

         18  promote the passage of sensible gun legislation.

         19                 I am pleased to report that on

         20  Sunday, September 9th, a cross section of churches

         21  in Central Brooklyn took the opportunity to send a

         22  message to their pool pits, urging the end of gun

         23  violence among our youth.

         24                 I am also pleased to report that

         25  there will be a letter writing campaign collecting
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          2  over 20,000 letters in the Central Brooklyn area,

          3  that will be sent to the Senate legislature and also

          4  congress, urging them to pass responsible gun

          5  control legislation.

          6                 I will be joined with my colleagues

          7  in Brooklyn, as well as clergy members on this

          8  effort.

          9                 This bill will extend a successful

         10  program that allows law enforcement agencies to

         11  trace guns to their original owners.

         12                 This bill will also increase the

         13  penalties for those who sell guns illegally to

         14  minors.

         15                 The penalty previously was ten years,

         16  to promote it to 25 years. By continuing to focus on

         17  the problems of gun trafficking, and illegal gun

         18  sale, I hope that we can maintain the attention

         19  required to rid New York City and New York State

         20  communities of the effects of gun violence,

         21  especially among our young people.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Council Member Golden.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you.
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          2                 I, too, agree with my colleague

          3  Council Member Ognibene. The art exhibit at the

          4  Brooklyn Museum has all to do with free expression.

          5  It is not free. It is costing this great City $7

          6  million annually to bash Catholics. What disrespect,

          7  what insensitivity, to over 100 million Catholics

          8  around the world and many Christians. How can this

          9  great City allow something like this to happen?

         10                 The Brooklyn Museum cannot be allowed

         11  to attack any religion. The Catholic religion today,

         12  who tomorrow? Too long for too many have remained

         13  silent on this issue. This Saturday I will be

         14  joining some of my colleagues and Congressman

         15  Fossella, and I ask people around the City of New

         16  York to join me, as well as the rest of my

         17  colleagues at the Brooklyn Museum at 12:00 and to

         18  protest this outrage.

         19                 This cannot go on, this is an

         20  outrage.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         23  Council Member Marshall.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I would just

         25  like to identify myself with the comments of my
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          2  colleagues who did go to Vieques. Unfortunately, I

          3  could not be with them. I have gone to Puerto Rico a

          4  number of times, and I have been impressed by the

          5  life and the vitality of the people of Puerto Rico,

          6  and I have been very touched by what is happening

          7  there. It seems to me that we should have laws in

          8  our land to protect our people, and by the way,

          9  these are American citizens, that we should protect

         10  them from any kind of arm maneuvers that we have.

         11  And today, listening to some of the things that they

         12  have discovered there, the atrocities, it makes me

         13  really -- it leaves me with a heavy heart. I am

         14  proud for all of them for going, and I am proud of

         15  them for bringing it to our attention, and I am

         16  proud of our Speaker for supporting this entire

         17  effort.

         18                 I would like to also say just a word

         19  about the exhibit at the Brooklyn Museum. The artist

         20  Chris O'Feele is a Roman Catholic. The Virgin Mother

         21  belongs to all of us who are in the Christian

         22  religion. I am an Episcopalian, which it grew from

         23  the Catholic Church. The way that he sees things

         24  might not be the way we see them, but he sees this

         25  as a whole entire natural progress. I might disagree
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          2  with him, but he has the right to express himself.

          3                 This is America, and even when we

          4  have to tolerate the Klu Klux Klan in a

          5  demonstration, just as we fought so hard to protect

          6  the civil rights people, the civil rights activists,

          7  including myself, when we had to be subject to

          8  terrible things, we had a right to do it in this

          9  country. That is very essential to the freedom of

         10  our country, and it is something that must be

         11  preserved.

         12                 I agree with our Speaker, we have a

         13  process to deal with this, and that process is that

         14  the Council must be respected, the law of this land

         15  passed the budget for that museum which has got an

         16  excellent reputation for many, many, many wonderful

         17  exhibits.

         18                 When my children were little my

         19  husband used to take them there on Saturday because

         20  that was his day to take the children some place,

         21  and they have always had wonderful exhibits. To

         22  threaten their funding is entirely out of line, and

         23  it is not at all the correct thing to do in a City

         24  like New York. And I just don't see it, and I am

         25  hoping that we will -- well, we know that we have a
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          2  process in place to deal with it, and only through

          3  that process will it be dealt with.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          6  Council Member DiBrienza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

          9                 I am offended by the remarks of the

         10  Minority Leader. I don't think they are particularly

         11  sincere, I think they are incendiary and I think

         12  they are factually wrong. Guess what? The First

         13  Amendment allows him to say it, let alone the rules

         14  of this democratic institution.

         15                 To my colleague and neighbor from

         16  Bayridge, the reason you can be there on Saturdays

         17  protesting what you believe to be an offensive

         18  exhibit, is the First Amendment, and I support that

         19  right.

         20                 The decision as to whether that

         21  exhibit or any exhibit in the museums throughout the

         22  City, the books throughout our library, the

         23  exhibitions throughout our university system is an

         24  individual system.

         25                 I don't presume to try to tell people
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          2  whether they should or should not be offended, it is

          3  an individual decision.

          4                 Having said that, this is not a

          5  debate like the Mayor and Jessie Helms and others of

          6  his new right winged conservative friends would want

          7  to have about whether government should or should

          8  not fund the arts, because that is a debate. It

          9  raises in this country very often. I assume the

         10  Mayor agrees with Senator Helms that the NEA

         11  shouldn't be funded. That is not the debate.

         12                 This is a budget process, the budget

         13  has become law, the institution has a $7 million

         14  operating budget for all of its wonderful activities

         15  that it has been doing for about 100 years I think.

         16                 The Mayor doesn't like, or is

         17  offended by the content of the show. That's it.

         18  Plain and simple. He wants to make it a debate about

         19  whether government money should be used for art and

         20  artists controversial and/or offensive, but that's

         21  not it, that's not the facts. He is offended by the

         22  content and therefore he wants to take away the

         23  money. That is censorship, that violates the First

         24  Amendment, he will lose in court.

         25                 And I just want to commend the New
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          2  York Arts Coalition, Norma Munn, and all the folks

          3  who have sent a letter at their own peril to the

          4  Administration that engages in the politics of

          5  personal punishment, I know it all too well, and the

          6  cultural institution group, 31 strong, I want to

          7  commend the 21 or so, more than one group for one

          8  person, I counted it quickly, it is about 21 who

          9  signed the letter. I am sorry the other ten didn't.

         10  I am sure it is out of the fear of reprisal by an

         11  Administration noted for reprisal.

         12                 In any event, I wasn't intending to

         13  speak today, and I have to wrap up, but on behalf of

         14  several other Brooklyn colleagues who are not here,

         15  some who are, but certainly several who were with us

         16  on Monday, so it stretches the time a little bit, I

         17  want to say how important that Brooklyn Museum is to

         18  the life, culture and vitality of the Borough.

         19                 Try going on the first night of the

         20  month, a new program they began, when hundreds,

         21  sometimes over thousands of people come, all races,

         22  religions, scholars, age and tastes, as the museum

         23  throws open its doors to the community at large

         24  becoming a living institution, that is the kind of

         25  vitality we need.  And good luck to those who want
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          2  to protest, the First Amendment allows it. Thank

          3  you.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Council Member Fisher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Thank you very

          7  much, Mr. Acting Public Advocate and my colleagues.

          8                 I wanted to commend the Minority

          9  Leader for having the courage of his convictions to

         10  stand up and speak on behalf of the First Amendment

         11  to exercise his First Amendment rights. I think

         12  consistency is very important when it comes to the

         13  political leadership.

         14                 I would note for the record, my

         15  understanding is this exhibit represents about 20

         16  percent of museum space for about 25 percent of the

         17  year, but they actually get two-thirds of their

         18  funding which is raised privately. So one could

         19  certainly make the argument there is no public

         20  funding involved with this at all, and I guess where

         21  I differ with my colleague is I don't believe that

         22  the museum would pay a price if it was forced to

         23  close as the Mayor has threatened. I think that the

         24  many New Yorkers, particularly the children, like my

         25  kids who benefitted from the other exhibits of the
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          2  museum would suffer.

          3                 But as I say, consistency is

          4  important and it struck me during the discussion

          5  that as the candidate for President of the United

          6  States who recently made the argument that we chose

          7  the wrong side in World War II, I found his comments

          8  to be repugnant, as well as some of his other

          9  comments over a period of time. But I was even more

         10  offended that the political party with which this

         11  candidate for President is associated, has chosen to

         12  invite him to stay within their big tent, rather

         13  than inviting him to get the hell out, the way one

         14  of their prominent leaders, the Senator, has

         15  suggested.

         16                 I find it so offensive what he said,

         17  that I am at a loss to understand why that political

         18  party fighting so desperately to keep him in their

         19  ranks, should be accepting public funds for their

         20  political campaign.

         21                 So, in the interest of consistency, I

         22  would ask the Minority Leader to perhaps suggest to

         23  his colleagues that either they don't take the

         24  public funds or they repudiate this person who

         25  thinks that the United States took the wrong side in
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          2  World War II.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Council Member Ognibene, you want to be recognized

          5  for what purpose, sir?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: I have a

          7  point of order.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: A

          9  point of order? What is the point of order?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: A point of

         11  personal privilege.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Oh,

         13  you mean a point of person privilege, you are

         14  recognized.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: I don't know

         16  about what Pat Bucanan said, I don't always

         17  subscribe to everything Pat Bucanan said, but I do

         18  know when you ask for a degree of consistency, I

         19  want to point out some things which I think are

         20  basically inconsistent.

         21                 I spoke out on an issue, a terrible

         22  issue that we had six months ago, and that was the

         23  incidence surrounding the tragic death of Mr.

         24  Diallo, and I had a point that I wanted to make

         25  about it, and I exercised my right to free speech.
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          2                 Many of my colleagues here who stand

          3  up for free speech went to the Speaker's Office,

          4  tried to get the Speaker to do something to suppress

          5  me one way or another. Even though I was speaking

          6  out in my right to free speech.

          7                 The Speaker I don't think did it. He

          8  said he appreciate it and understood it, but I think

          9  there were those in this body who wanted more, they

         10  wanted some form of retribution, which I think would

         11  have been unfair. It was their intent to have a

         12  chilling affect on my free speech.

         13                 I would also like to say also that

         14  there are many of our colleagues here that spoke

         15  out. There was an individual who put up a billboard

         16  that was offensive about attacking immigrants, many

         17  of the colleagues here worked very hard to force him

         18  to take down those billboards and many of the

         19  billboards companies forced him to remove it, and

         20  that was due to the pressure by elected officials.

         21                 So, one of the things I do resent

         22  too, and I understand the right to free speech, but

         23  there are many people here who now stand up and say,

         24  yes, that is free speech and you have a right, but

         25  when they hear speech they don't like, some of them
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          2  are the first ones that want to intercede with that

          3  right to free speech.

          4                 I have never done that. I just speak

          5  out loudly and challenge, which I think is my right

          6  to do. I don't really try to take away another

          7  person's right to free speech. But I don't think it

          8  should go unchallenged.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         10  Council Member Michels.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: A point of

         12  personal privilege.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: I

         14  don't think we need to carry this on.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Only on one

         16  aspect, Mr. Presiding Officer, since the Minority

         17  Leader was responding to my comment I would not want

         18  to leave the impression that I was one of those that

         19  sought to have him silenced over his comments on the

         20  Diallo matter.

         21                 I disagreed with him but he certainly

         22  had the right to say it and I wouldn't want anyone

         23  to draw an adverse --

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         25  Council Member Michels.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes, I also

          3  rise on the same issue, and having debated with Mr.

          4  Ognibene on numerous occasions in this body, as well

          5  as television, probably even radio, I don't think

          6  anybody in their right mind would ever try to

          7  suppress him from saying anything. And I don't think

          8  it could work, and anybody who tries to engage in

          9  that is very, very foolish, physically as well as

         10  orally. I really subscribe to the things that were

         11  said by Mr. Fisher, as Mr. -- My other colleagues

         12  who spoke here today.

         13                 But the issue here is free speech,

         14  and it really is that. I would agree with Mr. Golden

         15  and Mr. Ognibene, and in my opinion the exhibit is

         16  offensive, absolutely. But there are a lot of things

         17  I see that are offensive and I think those people

         18  have a right to be offensive when they don't do

         19  something that violates the rights of other people

         20  or causes physical harm to people, that you can

         21  speak and that is what this country is all about.

         22                 What I have a problem with is when

         23  you try to shut down the exhibit. When you try to

         24  shut down people. And Mr. Ognibene rightfully said,

         25  we should never stop try to stop somebody from
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          2  expressing themselves, and that is what is being

          3  done here, that is what this money is being used

          4  for, keeping the Mayor and Mr. Ognibene,

          5  Mr. Golden don't like the exhibit, so they are

          6  saying, well, shut them down, take away their money,

          7  they know that will shut them down.

          8                 Well, we cannot have that. We cannot

          9  suppress free speech. I think the champion of free

         10  speech in this country was Justice Douglas, who

         11  really said one of the reasons we can't suppress

         12  speech is we can't define that which is so offensive

         13  that it should be stopped. How do you define it?

         14  Someone said pornography. I can't describe what is

         15  pornography. I know when I see it but I can't

         16  describe it, I can't put it in the statute, or all

         17  of these other things. We are all against that, we

         18  are against things which offend people, but the fact

         19  of the matter is, the proper way of handling things

         20  which are offensive is to do what is being done here

         21  today, is to denounce it, is to picket against it,

         22  is to speak against it, not to say you cannot

         23  express yourselves, and that is what free speech

         24  means. Because who is going to decide what is right

         25  and what is wrong?
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          2                 Now, this is a pretty easy case, we

          3  all know that this is an offensive particular piece

          4  of art work and most of all of the people agree, but

          5  where do you draw the line? This is a slippery slope

          6  situation. And what you are going to find is, all of

          7  a sudden is no longer offensive to you or to me, it

          8  is offensive to somebody else, and where do we find

          9  ourselves? We find ourselves in Nazi, Germany, that

         10  is where we find ourselves. That is the difference

         11  between this republic, the First Amendment that

         12  stands between us and other countries and

         13  dictatorships in the question of freedom, we have

         14  freedom because of the First Amendment, and let's

         15  not forget it, and that is why we should do

         16  everything we can to preserve it.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         19  Council Member Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.

         21                 Let me say, first of all, that I am

         22  offended by the exhibition in Brooklyn, I am

         23  offended by all uncouth, unkind remarks made against

         24  people and about people.

         25                 It does not mean that I wish to stop
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          2  them. I wish to exercise my right not to go.

          3                 I do not go to a lot of movies

          4  because I don't like language and I don't like the

          5  sexual scenes in there.

          6                 Mr. Ognibene mentioned people going

          7  to the Speaker for our against him. I did not go to

          8  the Speaker, I let him know that I did not like what

          9  he said because I thought it was wrong.

         10                 My way of disagreeing with those

         11  folks and those issues that I find offensive, I just

         12  ignore them, or work against them. I think the

         13  Speaker has spoken about the monetary, the

         14  legislative process to go through. I want you to

         15  know that I am not Roman Catholic, but I am a man of

         16  principle and when you offend my brother, you offend

         17  me.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Council Member Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: You know, I

         22  raised my hand for time to speak because I was

         23  originally going to speak on legislation that I am

         24  introducing today with Council Member DiBrienza, but

         25  after hearing my colleagues speak about the Brooklyn
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          2  Museum, I am going to use my two minutes to talk

          3  about that issue.

          4                 You know, I guess it was in law

          5  school when I first started to hear this slippery

          6  slope argument, and I have to tell you, I didn't buy

          7  it then and I certainly don't buy it now.

          8                 My friends on the left and my friends

          9  on the civil liberty circles love to use that

         10  argument. If we give them this, what will they take

         11  tomorrow? It is a slippery slope to the end of the

         12  world as we know it.

         13                 I have to tell you, I stand today as

         14  a Catholic and say there is a slippery slope. Every

         15  time there is Catholic bashing and we allow it, it

         16  allows the folks to push it another inch. Push that

         17  envelope further.

         18                 A crucifix upside down in urine was

         19  good enough, so now let's have the Virgin Mary with

         20  dung. Tomorrow we will crucify someone live and call

         21  it Jesus 2000. When does it end?

         22                 I will give them the First Amendment

         23  issue, I won't argue that issue. To me this issue is

         24  about standing up as a Catholic and saying enough is

         25  enough.
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          2                 We have been quiet for too long, and

          3  you don't have to be a Catholic to have the outrage

          4  that I have, because today it is Catholicism,

          5  yesterday was anti-Semetism, tomorrow it will be

          6  tackling the Islamic faith.

          7                 They have their First Amendment

          8  right, let the courts decide if the Mayor can cut

          9  the lease. To me it is a bigger issue. It is about

         10  us finally coming together like other groups have,

         11  and I commend them, and saying, you know what? This

         12  time you have gone over the line. We are not going

         13  to allow you to go even further than that the next

         14  time.

         15                 So, while I respect my colleagues on

         16  the other side, and understand their arguments about

         17  the First Amendment, let the courts decide that. To

         18  me it is about something else. Maybe it is a little

         19  bit more philosophical or out there, but it is about

         20  constantly turning the other cheek and I know our

         21  religious teacher says that, but there comes a point

         22  in time where it is so offensive where you just have

         23  to say enough is enough, let's take a stand, and on

         24  Saturday that is what we are going to do.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          3  Council Member Pinkett, the last speaker.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Thank you. I

          5  just wonder if perhaps we should consider that while

          6  it is very good to be noble and righteous, and I

          7  think we can all do that, if we ought not to wonder

          8  if this young man who is a practicing Catholic is

          9  not as concerned as you about his own faith. And the

         10  thing that might stand in his way is that in his

         11  culture there is a different meaning, or a different

         12  interpretation to what he has done than what you

         13  see.

         14                 And I say that simply because I have

         15  read something a little different, that many

         16  countries in the world, whether we understand it or

         17  not, there is a different interpretation of the use

         18  of materials than there is in America. But we in

         19  America see things only as they are interpreted by

         20  us as being right. It is right if you do it our way.

         21  I, for one, and you would say this is absolutely

         22  wrong, I would never do this. I would not do this. I

         23  would not expect anyone trained in an American

         24  school of art to do this. But that is because

         25  trained in our culture, used to the way we do
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          2  things, that is what we would expect.

          3                 But I have heard that in India, for

          4  instance, there are certain tribes who feel that you

          5  would take cow dung and you carry that because it is

          6  holy, if you use it at certain times. That in

          7  certain parts of Africa, if you breastfeed, someone

          8  will take dung and place it on a woman's breast

          9  after she has had a child, because they believe it

         10  helps her in the sense of being better able to

         11  breastfeed her child. Not during the time that she

         12  is feeding the child, but it helps to bring milk. It

         13  is in a sense part of what they believe, that is

         14  part of their culture.

         15                 What I am saying? I don't know what

         16  he believes, but I do know this: I don't have to go

         17  see that if I don't want to. You don't have to go

         18  see it if you don't want to. But what we need not do

         19  is to create a whole situation where a culture is

         20  being held hostage to what we believe. The only

         21  thing that exists and the only thing that is right

         22  is what we believe. I respect the Speaker for his

         23  statement, he said I don't believe it, I think it is

         24  wrong, however, I will not tell anyone what they

         25  must do, I believe because I am a Catholic, I
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          2  believe in the First Amendment.

          3                 You mentioned a cross, a crucifix.

          4  Every Christian religion believes in the crucifix.

          5  No one felt that it was right to have it embedded in

          6  urine, but one of the things we do is what we do is

          7  really try to convert by convincing people, we set a

          8  standard. But we don't say if you don't do what we

          9  want, you can't make a living. You can't stay here.

         10  You have no right to exist. We will cut you off at

         11  the path, you cannot live. That is not supposed to

         12  be the American way.

         13                 Finally, I believe that the Mayor has

         14  to hold himself to a higher standard. Whether you

         15  like it or not, the Mayor is the Mayor and the Mayor

         16  has to uphold the law.

         17                 The Speaker referred to that today

         18  when he said, if the Mayor really wants to do this,

         19  there was a way within the law that he should move,

         20  that is to refer this matter back to the Council for

         21  proper action. That was not done. This was made a

         22  political football which only tended to fragment, to

         23  create dissension, to create publicity. That is not

         24  good for New York. That is not good for the museum

         25  and it is not good for us in the Council.
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          2                 I think the whole discussion has been

          3  wrong, and I think museums must have the right to

          4  have creative independence.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: The

          6  last speaker Council Member Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Recently --

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         10  Council Member.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: She yielded

         12  for a question.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Your

         14  time has expired, if you want to be put on the list

         15  for another opportunity, I will put you down again.

         16                 Council Member Rivera, followed by

         17  Council Member Ognibene.

         18                 Do you want to speak, Council Member?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you, Mr.

         20  Spigner.

         21                 Originally I was going to rise, and I

         22  am still going to do that, to express my thanks to

         23  the Speaker, and to Councilman Wendell Foster and

         24  this entire body on the issue of Vieques, and on the

         25  issue that I do have a resolution that would be
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          2  going before the Parks and Recreation Committee, it

          3  is resolution 1005, which I feel will address an

          4  outstanding problem that is over 100 years, and that

          5  is the relationship between Puerto Rico, Puerto

          6  Ricans and the United States, and it deals with

          7  calling upon the Senate to act responsible and to

          8  hold public hearings on the unresolved issue of the

          9  political status of Puerto Rico.

         10                 I want to thank my colleague, the

         11  Minority Leader, Councilman Ognibene, for his words

         12  of support on the issues of Vieques. I can almost

         13  come close to guaranteeing that he will have almost

         14  front page headlines on his position in our support

         15  of Vieques. I will work with him on that. I will

         16  call all of the reporters in Puerto Rico and I will

         17  give him his phone numbers, I will do that.

         18                 But very quickly, I just want to also

         19  identify myself with the issue of the Brooklyn

         20  Museum.

         21                 Councilman Oddo took us into the

         22  future, I would like to take you and this body into

         23  the past very quickly.

         24                 It was 1980, Paul Newman, a great

         25  liberal, a great movie, a great actor, under the
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          2  disguise of the First Amendment was filming a movie

          3  in the Bronx called Ft. Apache. Upon reading the

          4  script of that movie, there were no African-American

          5  heroes, even though the film was being filmed in the

          6  heart of the Bronx, the South Bronx. There were no

          7  heroes among the Puerto Rican community, the movie

          8  only depicted African women and Puerto Rican women

          9  as prostitutes.

         10                 So, under the disguise of the First

         11  Amendment, we had to allow Paul Newman earn $3

         12  million, a great liberal, and depicting us as such.

         13                 We didn't do that, under the disguise

         14  of the First Amendment you have the right to insult

         15  us, we have the right to defend ourselves. We did

         16  that. We stopped Ft. Apache from being filmed

         17  anywhere in our neighborhood.

         18                 Just last year Jerry Seinfeld, he

         19  felt that under the disguise of the First Amendment

         20  that he can go and spit and stomp on the Puerto

         21  Rican flag. He had a right to do that under the

         22  First Amendment. He could spit on the Puerto Rican

         23  flag. Now, he won't spit on his own flag, which ever

         24  flag it is -- you have to allow me, you have given

         25  me three minutes, you are cutting me off on the

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            129

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  first minute and a half.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: No,

          4  no, no. You are deep into five minutes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Under the

          6  First Amendment he had a right to do that. He had a

          7  right to make tons of money doing that. But we also

          8  reserve our right to spit and demonstrate and

          9  eventually get him to apologize. And we did that,

         10  because we had the right under the first amendment

         11  to be heard. We didn't have too many allies under

         12  those two issues, but we did it by ourselves.

         13                 I feel offended by what is being

         14  exhibited in this Brooklyn Museum. Am I willing to

         15  go as far as taking away the funding? I don't know.

         16  That is open. That is to debated. I feel that we

         17  will have that opportunity. For them to come before

         18  us and share with us, don't they have some kind of

         19  discretion? Would they have done this to any other

         20  religions? And if you are going to do it to my

         21  religion, then why don't you lump in the other

         22  religions to see what we will have? What kind of

         23  discussion we would be having. I will not be

         24  participating in those exhibits. I will not stop any

         25  one in my constituency from feeling and expressing
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          2  their anger. We all have a right to be angry.

          3                 Rudy, he is not going to allow anyone

          4  to abuse his rights, and the debate continues, and I

          5  hope that what I am witnessing is that we are not

          6  going to allow anyone to abuse the First Amendment

          7  right, whichever way, and what we are doing here by

          8  debating this, is that as long as we continue to

          9  debate, we will make sure that nobody, hopefully in

         10  the future will abuse us under the disguise or

         11  insult us under the disguise of the First Amendment.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         14  Council Member Ognibene, the last, last speaker.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Mary Pinkett

         16  --

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Put

         18  the mic on, Mr. Ognibene. Do you want to speak, Mr.

         19  Minority Leader?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: I do it in

         21  the form of a question for Mary Pinkett.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: I

         23  don't understand you, sir.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: I would like

         25  Mary Pinkett to yield for a question.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: I will.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: You will.

          4                 And I would like you to distinguish

          5  these. You talked about we have to accept freedom of

          6  speech and not suppress it, and also you talked

          7  about accepting different cultures and we have to

          8  learn about the different cultures.

          9                 I would like to ask you two things.

         10  One, why was there such an outrage to have the book

         11  Little Black Sambo removed from our book shelves,

         12  and why you protested against it, since it seems to

         13  me that that was free speech? And if you believe in

         14  accepting cultures, do you accept what is practiced

         15  in some African countries, female genital

         16  mutilation? Do you think we ought to accept that as

         17  part of our culture?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Thank you.

         19  Sambo was not written by a foreign nation. That was

         20  written by white Americans because of the stereotype

         21  which they perfected. It was stereotyped, it was not

         22  written by some foreign country that did not know

         23  black people, it was part of the usual stereotype.

         24  It was sort of something to degrade and denigrate,

         25  the same way that there was formed or organized in
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          2  the Italian-American defense or society because I

          3  believe they felt they were being stereotyped.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Wasn't it

          5  free speech, Mary?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: It was free

          7  speech but the fact is I did not have anything to do

          8  with that protest, except for the fact that I

          9  wouldn't buy the book, I would not associate with

         10  people who bought the book, I would discourage

         11  anyone from buying, selling or reading the book.

         12                 To follow that up, when you spoke

         13  about those who went to the Speaker, the Speaker can

         14  attest to the fact that I was not one of those who

         15  went to him about your speaking, complained about

         16  your actions. I did not do that and would not do

         17  that. I may have an opinion but I certainly would

         18  not attempt to stop you.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Okay,

         20  I hope that is your answer, Council Member. And

         21  there being no other requests to speak and no other

         22  business before us, this meeting is adjourned.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 4:20 p.m.)

         24

         25
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         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.
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