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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARY MASTROPAOLO, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chairman

July 26, 2001

INT. NO. 691:
By: Council Members Lasher, Nelson,  Foster, Abel and Golden; also Council Members Fisher and O’Donovan

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Eugene R. Romano Lane, Borough of Brooklyn.

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “Eugene R. Romano Lane” to Bay 41st Street between Leif Ericson Drive (Shore Parkway) and the U.S. bulkhead line.

COMMENT:

The following biographical material was supplied by Brooklyn Community Board No. 11 and is drawn from an article dated October 15, 1999 in the Home Reporter and Sunset News newspaper.

Eugene Romano Jr. was born on January 18, 1923 in Boston, Massachusetts.  When he was five years old, his family moved from Boston to the Bensonhurst section of Brooklyn.  He attended public schools in Bensonhurst and was a member of the first graduating class from Lafayette High School in 1941.  Eugene Romano joined the United States Army and served in Europe during World War II.  After the war, Eugene Romano returned to Bensonhurst, becoming a real estate broker and starting his own brokerage.  

In 1951, Eugene Romano married Antoinette DeLogu at St. Bernadette’s Church on 13th Avenue.  The Romanos had two daughters, Gina Romano and Celeste Wilson.  

Eugene Romano served as President of the Bay Ridge Board of Realtors and the Brooklyn Board of Realtors.  

In the mid-1960’s, Eugene Romano and his brothers bought several children’s rides and set them up at their lunch stand on Shore Parkway near Bay Parkway.  Later, they relocated both the lunch stand and the children’s rides to a nearby golf range.  Then, when the zoning designation for the Romano’s portion of the property was changed to a commercial zone, in 1967, the Nellie Bly Amusement Park was born.  Nellie Bly was a famed female explorer of the 19th century.   Through the years, Eugene Romano often opened the Nellie Bly Amusement Park at no cost to underprivileged children and youth groups.  Eugene Romano often took part in community events, including the annual Ragamuffin Parade in Bay Ridge where he drove children on the Nellie Bly train  in the parade.

Eugene Romano was an active member of the Lion’s Club, the Kiwanis Club and the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce.  He also belonged to various trade organizations including the International Association of Amusements and Attractions, the New York State Hospitality and Tourism Board and the National Showman’s Association.  

Eugene Romano died on October 6, 1999 at the age of 76 after a long illness.  He was survived by his wife, two daughters and three grandchildren.  

Brooklyn Community Board No. 11 supports this street designation.  Eugene R. Romano Lane would be at the site of the Nellie Bly Amusement Park.

UPDATE:
On July 23, 2001, the Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and International Intergroup Relations held a hearing on Int. No. 691.  Steward Diamond, Council Member Lasher’s Legislative Counsel, Gena Romano (Nellie Bly Park), Mary Cino (Community Board No. 11), Florence Christino and Dr. Joseph Troisi (Community Mayors, Inc.), Stanley Epstein, Esq. and Larry Morrish (Senior Enlisted Military Council of New York City) testified in support of Int. No. 691.  That hearing was recessed subject to call.


On July 26, 2001, the aforementioned hearing was reconvened and Int. No. 691 was adopted. 
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