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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
PRESTON NIBLACK, DIRECTOR
JEFFREY RODUS, FIRST DEPUTY DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

INTRO. NO:  1213-A
COMMITTEE:  Small Business

	TITLE:  A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to replacing certain fines with warnings or opportunities to cure.

	SPONSOR(S): Reyna, Brewer, Chin, Dickens, Eugene, King, Koo, Mendez, Rose, Wills, Gennaro and Vallone, Jr.


SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION:  Proposed Intro. 1213-A will amend the New York City Charter to make first violations of certain infractions curable prior to being fined. The bill covers a number of violations that are enforced by the Departments of Consumer Affairs, Environmental Protection, and Sanitation.

Violations that will not require payment of a fine for a first offense, if the violating individual shows that the violations have been cured are primarily signage violations enforced by the Department of Consumer Affairs. A small number of air and noise code provisions enforced by the Department of Environmental Protection, are included as well, as is the correction of an existing error in a law enforced by the Department of Environmental Protection that does not currently allow for no fine to be given if the violation was cured. The final violation included in the bill is a signage violation enforced by the Department of Sanitation.

Department of Consumer Affairs violations that would receive a cure period are: failing to display signage providing equal prices for equal services regardless of the gender of the customer; failing to post refund policies; failing to post contact information for the Department of Consumer Affairs if a customer has a complaint; failing to display signage differentiating between second hand goods; failing to adequately disclose parking rates, or a parking garage failing to disclose that it is full, state its maximum capacity or business hours, have separate entrances and exits with illuminated signs, or ensure that all signs have equally sized letters and numbers; failing to post an adequate description of a rain check policy; a sidewalk café failing to post the number of tables and chairs licensed; failing to post the departure time and destination on certain private busses; failing to make certain disclosure relating to the identity, qualifications, fees and services provided by an income tax preparer; failing to post a list of limitations on credit card usage in certain places; stores with weights and measures for customer use failing to note that customers may reweigh items; failing to display signage outlining the rights of beverage container redeemers; failing to include English in a label required by the Department of Consumer Affairs; a laundry failing to distinguish in its advertising between services offered at different prices, or to post certain notices in its premises; failing to display certain signage in electronic or home appliance service dealers; failing to display signage giving disclaimers relating to individuals who provide tenant credit reports; illegally displaying signage disclaiming liability; an amusement arcade failing to post a sign on age restrictions during school hours; a seller of products for the disabled failing to display certain information about the New York City products for the disabled law; and exceeding the maximum size of a stoop line stand. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law shall take effect one hundred eighty days following the date of its enactment, provided that section sixteen of this local law shall expire, be deemed repealed, and cease to be of force and effect after such date as the department of consumer affairs has promulgated the rules required such section.
FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 2015



FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

	

	

Effective FY14

	
FY Succeeding
Effective FY15
	
Full Fiscal
Impact FY15


	
Revenues 
	
$0
	
-$1,532,600
	
-$1,532,600

	
Expenditures 
	$0
	
$0
	
$0

	
Net
	
$0
	
-$1,532,600
	
-$1,532,600



IMPACT ON REVENUES: Proposed Intro. 1213-A would reduce combined total revenue of  Department of Sanitation, Department of Consumer Affairs and Department of Environmental Protection by approximately $1,532,600.
IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: The legislation would have no impact on expenditures. Handhelds could be a good idea but not necessary for this bill.
SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: N/A
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This legislation was introduced to the full Council on December 10, 2013 as Proposed Intro. 1213 and was referred to the Committee on Small Business. A hearing was held by the Committee on December 12, 2013 and the bill was laid over. An amended version of the legislation, Proposed Intro. 1213-A, will be considered by the Committee on December 19, 2013, and upon successful vote of the Committee, Proposed Intro. 1213-A will be submitted to the Full Council for a vote.




Intro 1213-A
	Page 2
image1.png




