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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARY MASTROPAOLO, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chair

INT. NO. 654
By: Council Members Pinkett, Robinson and Boyland; also Council Member O’Donovan

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Reverend Dr. Hylton L. James Boulevard, Borough of Brooklyn.

INTENT:




This legislation would add, through the 

posting of an additional sign, the name “Reverend Dr. Hylton L. James Boulevard” on Bergen Street between Ralph Avenue and Kingston Avenue.

COMMENT:


The following biographical material was provided by the Berean Missionary Baptist Church.


Dr. Hylton Lancaster James was born on August 2, 1908, in Richmond, Virginia, one of seven children born to Reverend and Mrs. William H. James.  His father was a distinguished minister and an outstanding educator in the city of Richmond.  Hylton James received his early education at Saint Emma’s Academy, outside of Richmond, and later attended Hampton Institute.


Hylton James felt his call to the ministry early in his life and by 1930 he had taken charge of the First Baptist Church of Waverly, Virginia.  In 1933 he left Waverly to become a minister at the Hickory Run Baptist Church, in Brunswick County, Virginia, where he remained for four years.  At Hickory Run Baptist Church, Mr. James met and married Nannie P. Bartley.  This marriage lasted the rest of his life and produced two children, a daughter, Barbara and a son, Hylton L. James, Jr.  Afterwards, in 1937, Mr. James became pastor of the Shiloh Baptist Church of Virginia (SBCV).  Located in Boykins, Virginia, SBCV is one of the largest rural churches in the state.  In 1940 Reverend James became pastor of the First Baptist Church (Pinners Point) of Portsmouth, Virginia and after five years in Portsmouth he left Virginia in 1945 to assume leadership of the well-known Eighth Street Baptist Church of Wilmington, Delaware.  In 1948, after his five very successful tenures of ministry in Virginia and Delaware, Reverend James was called to take over the Berean Baptist Church in Brooklyn, New York.  This new ministry would last for the remaining thirty years of his life.


Under Reverend James’ leadership, membership at Berean grew rapidly.  By 1956 multiple Sunday services were required to accommodate the church’s’ expanded congregation.  It soon became apparent that additional space was needed and after many years of prayer, sacrifice, hard work and cooperation with the membership of Berean, Reverend James opened a beautiful new church on April 9, 1961, at 1635-49 Bergen Street in Brooklyn.  He called the new church “Berean Missionary Baptist Church”.

During his long and distinguished career, Reverend James established himself as an outstanding leader.  He served as President of the Baptist Ministers Conference of Petersburg, Virginia, Secretary to the Baptist Ministers Conference of Greater Norfolk and vicinity, President of the Interdenominational Ministers Forum, Portsmouth, Virginia and vicinity, Chairman of the Board of Publication of the Baptist General Association of Virginia, Catechizer of the Presberty of the Bethney Baptist Association, President of the United Baptist Convention of Delaware, President of the Baptist Ministers Conference of Greater New York and vicinity, President of the Hampton Ministers Conference, Moderator of the Eastern Baptist Association, founder of the Eastern Baptist School of Religion, and Chairman of the Commission of Mission of the Empire State Missionary Baptist Convention.

Reverend James was also a representative in New York of the Board of Foreign Missions of the National Baptist Convention, Inc. and was an active participant in a movement to obtain work for Black contractors during the construction of the Downstate Medical Center.  


On November 8th, 1978 Reverend Dr. Hylton Lancaster James died while conducting a prayer service at his beloved Berean Missionary Baptist Church.  He was survived by his wife Nannie P. James (who died on January 7, 1998), a daughter; Barbara Mae Jackson of Oakland, California, a son, Hylton L. James, Jr. of Los Angeles, California, and three grandchildren.  In recognition of his many years of service to his church, the Borough of Brooklyn, and the City of New York, it is fitting that Bergen Street, between Ralph Avenue and Kingston Avenue, the site of the Berean Missionary 

Baptist Church, be named “Reverend Dr. Hylton L. James Boulevard” in his honor.


This local law will take effect immediately.
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