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	RES. NO. 152:
	By Council Members Lopez, Brewer, Gonzalez, Palma, Baez, and Martinez

	SUBJECT:
	Resolution renouncing the New York City Department of Education on their proposed policy to deny third graders in New York City public schools promotion to the fourth grade solely on the basis of their scores on the English Language Arts and Mathematics standardized examinations, until there is further public debate on programs and assessments affecting elementary school children.


On Wednesday, March 3, 2004, at 3:30 pm, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Eva Moskowitz, will conduct a hearing to consider Resolution No. 152.  A copy of the resolution is attached.

Resolution No. 152 would renounce the New York City Department of Education (the “DOE”) regarding its proposed policy to deny third graders in New York City’s public schools promotion to the fourth grade, solely on the basis of their scores on the English Language Arts and Mathematics standardized examinations, until there is further public debate on programs and assessments affecting elementary school children, and would state that the Council is opposed to the use of high stakes tests as the sole determinant of a student’s promotion or graduation.

Resolution  No. 152 would indicate that Mayor Bloomberg and Chancellor Klein have announced that the DOE will adopt a policy whereby third grade students in the City’s public schools who do not meet the cutoff score on the City-wide standardized examinations in Mathematics and English Language Arts will not be promoted to the fourth grade.  The resolution would also state that the use of a single test score for purposes of promotion or graduation results in “high stakes” testing, a short-sighted and abusive policy which turns classrooms into “prep centers” and runs contrary to the collective wisdom of the research community, the lessons from past New York education policy and common sense.  Moreover, the resolution would also point out that by ignoring cumulative student performance, teacher judgment and attendance, the policy undermines teacher judgment and professionalism, and disregards student performance and growth over time.  The resolution would also indicate that neither retention nor social promotion addresses the fundamental problem facing many City students, that is, that they are not receiving the services that they need until they have fallen far behind their classmates.  

Resolution No. 152 would also note that dozens of professional associations have issued statements in opposition to the use of high stakes testing, and that the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Civil Rights has issued a statement reflecting its concerns regarding the propriety and legality of using a single test score to determine retention, graduation or college admission.  The resolution would also point out certain research conducted in this area, indicating that children who are retained are much more likely to drop out of school, and that standardized test scores are notoriously flawed in their ability to predict future school success.  

Resolution No. 152 would, furthermore, indicate that New York City has previously implemented a version of the current promotion policy in the early 1980s, and subsequently revoked that policy because of its failure to improve educational achievement and because of its adverse consequences on learning in general.  

Finally, Resolution No. 152 would also point out that it has been estimated that the promotion policy would cost $150 million, funds that could be better spent to lower class size, provide support services in the early grades, increase teacher support and better equip existing classrooms – all of which studies have shown to be effective in raising student achievement. 
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