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I. INTRODUCTION
On May 13, 2026, the Committee on Economic Development, chaired by Council Member Virginia Maloney, held hold a vote on three pieces of legislation related to the 2026 FIFA World Cup: Introduction 807-A (“Int. No. 807-A”), sponsored by Majority Leader Shaun Abreu, in relation to temporary public bathrooms at certain special events held during the World Cup; Introduction 808-A (“Int. No. 808-A”), also sponsored by Majority Leader Abreu, in relation to a World Cup events calendar and small business map; and Introduction 849-A (“Int. No. 849-A”), sponsored by Deputy Speaker Dr. Nantasha Williams, in relation to requiring a designated agency to develop and implement a cultural passport program encouraging visitation to participating sites in each borough. The Committee held hearings on the City’s World Cup preparations on February 27, 2026, and on previous versions of these bills on April 28, 2026. All three bills were amended following the April 28th hearing.[footnoteRef:1]  At the May 13th hearing the Committee passed all three bills by a vote of 7 in the affirmative, 0 in the negative, and 0 abstentions.[footnoteRef:2] [1: See Hearing on 2026 FIFA World Cup Preparations Before the N.Y.C. Council Comm. on Econ. Dev. (Feb. 27, 2026) available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7863664&GUID=6383DEBC-2FF5-4A16-A1E6-DC5941D25BFF&Options=&Search]  [2:  See Meeting of the N.Y.C. Committee on Economic Development, May 13, 2026, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1413227&GUID=4190BA52-054E-4847-AE74-2C6B19744D10&] 

II. BACKGROUND
The 2026 FIFA World Cup will be the largest edition of the tournament in history, expanding from 32 to 48 national teams and featuring 104 matches across 16 host cities in the United States, Canada, and Mexico.[footnoteRef:3] The New York/New Jersey region has been selected to host eight matches at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey, including the World Cup Final on July 19, 2026.[footnoteRef:4] The NY/NJ Host Committee projects that hosting eight matches will generate $3.3 billion in total regional economic impact, draw over 1.2 million visitors, and produce approximately $431.9 million in state and local tax revenue.[footnoteRef:5] [3:  See FIFA, FIFA World Cup 2026: Hosts, Cities, Dates, available at https://www.fifa.com/en/tournaments/mens/worldcup/canadamexicousa2026/articles/fifa-world-cup-2026-hosts-cities-dates-usa-mexico-canada.]  [4: See FIFA, “New York New Jersey to Host FIFA World Cup 2026 Final” (Feb. 4, 2024), available at https://www.fifa.com/en/tournaments/mens/worldcup/canadamexicousa2026/articles/new-york-new-jersey-stadium-host-world-cup-2026-final.]  [5:  See Press Release, FIFA World Cup 2026 NYNJ Host Committee Announces $3.3 Billion in Economic Impact for the Region, NYNJ Host Committee (Oct. 14, 2025), available at https://nynjfwc26.com/press-releases/3-billion-in-economic-impact/.] 

In January 2026, Mayor Mamdani appointed Maya Handa as the City’s first “World Cup Czar,” responsible for coordinating city agencies, interfacing with FIFA, and liaising with businesses ahead of the World Cup tournament.[footnoteRef:6] Mayor Mamdani has described the World Cup as the region’s “largest tourism driver in a generation.”[footnoteRef:7] and has organized free public watch parties in the city to get the region ready for the event, including a viewing of the Africa Cup of Nations final at the Manhattan Surrogate’s Court.[footnoteRef:8]  [6: See Press Release, Mayor Mamdani Announces Additional Appointments Across Key City Offices, Including Naming the City’s First “World Cup Czar,” NYC Mayor’s Office (Jan. 27, 2026), available at https://www.nyc.gov/mayors-office/news/2026/01/mayor-mamdani-announces-additional-appointments-across-key-city-.]  [7: See id.]  [8: See Hudson River Blue, Mayor Mamdani AFCON Watch Party a Glimpse of World Cup Counter-Programming (Jan. 20, 2026), available at https://www.hudsonriverblue.com/mayor-zohran-mamdani-afcon-viewing-party-a-glimpse-of-fifa-world-cup-2026-counterprogramming/.] 

The City has already committed approximately $90.2 million in public funds to World Cup related expenses, including $35 million in the Fiscal Years 2025 & 2026 budgets to EDC, $20 million of which was passed through to the NY/NJ Host Committee.[footnoteRef:9] Separately, NYCT+C has been allocated $4.5 million for marketing ahead of the World Cup.[footnoteRef:10] The chart below contains a full breakdown of World Cup related expenses for the City. [9:  See February 2026 Preliminary Budget, Fiscal Year 2027 - Budget Publications (February 17, 2026), available at https://www.nyc.gov/content/omb/pages/publications/fy2026-2030-preliminary-budget]  [10:  See February 27 Hearing, supra note 1 (testimony of Justin Kreamer, EDC).] 
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At the February 2026 hearing, the Administration was unable to offer a breakdown of the $20 million already sent to the Host Committee and committed to following up with the Committee on contingency plans for NJ Transit, details on community programming, or a copy of EDC’s contract with the Host Committee.[footnoteRef:11] This legislative package is an effort by the Council to improve transparency and ensure the City is fully prepared for the influx of visitors expected during the World Cup. [11:  See id, (testimony of Maya Handa, World Cup Czar).] 

III. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS

Int. No. 807-A (Abreu) – A Local Law in relation to temporary public bathrooms at certain special events held during the World Cup

This bill would require the Mayor’s Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management and the Department of Parks and Recreation to require, to the extent practicable, that the organizer of a “special event” during the World Cup ensure provision of temporary public bathroom access for event attendees. A “special event” is defined as an event on city-owned land during the World Cup for which a permit has been issued by either office and where expected attendance exceeds 500 people. As a condition of the event permit, the relevant office or department may require the organizer to: (1) post wayfinding signage at and near the event location directing the public to available temporary bathrooms; (2) ensure, to the extent practicable, that temporary bathrooms are open and accessible throughout the event; (3) ensure temporary bathrooms are cleaned, maintained, and appropriately staffed; (4) provide accessible temporary bathrooms in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local law; and (5) where feasible, ensure the provision of washbasins or hand disinfectant dispensers in immediate proximity to the temporary bathrooms. The bill takes effect immediately, and would not apply to the extent compliance would materially conflict with the terms of an existing contract for a special event executed before the effective date. 
Int. No. 808-A (Abreu) – A Local Law in relation to the development of a World Cup events calendar and map of small businesses connected to the participating nations

This bill would require an agency designated by the Mayor to develop and publish an events calendar and a small business map no later than one week before the start of the World Cup. The events calendar must include World Cup activities that have been submitted to the designated agency for inclusion, with the date, time, location, and cost of each activity to the extent such information is made available. The activities may include viewing parties and screening events; open streets, street festivals, block parties, and cultural programming celebrating participating nations; soccer clinics, community tournaments, and other recreational activities; and art installations, musical performances, and public exhibitions.
The small business map must be a digital map of small businesses related to events on the calendar. The map may include small businesses hosting World Cup events, providing World Cup promotions, or otherwise connected to participating nations, along with addresses, contact information, descriptions of goods or services, and information on such events. The bill also requires the designated agency to conduct outreach to prospective participants to encourage submissions to both the calendar and the map. The bill takes effect immediately, and is deemed retroactive to June 4, 2026 if it is not signed before that date.
Int. No. 849-A (Williams) – A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring a designated agency to develop and implement a cultural passport program encouraging visitation to participating sites in each borough

This bill would require an agency or entity designated by the Mayor to develop and implement a cultural passport program designed to encourage public engagement with and visitation to participating sites in each borough. The program must be developed in consultation with the Department of Small Business Services, the Department of Cultural Affairs, and a city tourism and conventions entity, and must include: (1) identification of at least five participating sites selected for a minimum period of one year in each borough; (2) an initial production and distribution of a physical cultural passport document and creation of a downloadable digital version; (3) a system by which participating sites provide commemorative marks, stamps, stickers, or digital markers to recognize visitation; (4) visitation milestones and acknowledgements or incentives for passport holders who achieve them; and (5) promotion of the program, including posting details on a website. The bill takes effect immediately.
IV. CONCLUSION
The three bills before the Committee offer a targeted response to complaints from the public on the lack of transparency in planning for the 2026 World Cup. Int. No. 807-A would ensure the City has plans in place for basic public accommodation needs that large-scale events generate. Int. No. 808-A would require centralized, public-facing resources to connect visitors and residents to World Cup events and small businesses across the five boroughs. And Int. No. 849-A would create a lasting framework for cultural institutions to encourage tourists and residents alike to explore the City.



Int. No. 807-A
By Council Members Abreu, Maloney, Louis, Williams, Narcisse and Hudson

..Title
A Local Law in relation to a plan to expand access to temporary public bathrooms at certain special events held during the World Cup..Body


Be it enacted by the Council as follows:





2

Section 1. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Special event. The term “special event” means an event taking place on land owned by the city of New York during the World Cup for which a permit has been issued by the mayor’s office of citywide event coordination and management or the department of parks and recreation, and attendance at such event is expected to include more than 500 people.
Temporary public bathroom. The term “temporary public bathroom” means any temporary facility containing one or more toilets with toilet paper located on land owned by the city, intended for use by the public during a special event.
World Cup. The term “World Cup” means the Fédération Internationale de Football Association World Cup 2026 soccer tournament taking place from June 11, 2026, to July 19, 2026.
b. Access to temporary public bathrooms during World Cup. The mayor’s office of citywide event coordination and management and the department of parks and recreation shall require, to the extent practicable, that the organizer of a special event ensure provision of temporary public bathroom access for attendees at such event. Such office or department may require, as deemed appropriate by such office or department, that an organizer of a special event take the following actions as a condition of any permit for such special event:
1. Post clear and conspicuous wayfinding signage at and near the location of such special event, to direct the public to available temporary public bathrooms near such special event;
2. Ensure, to the extent practicable, that temporary public bathrooms at and near the location of such special event are open and accessible to the public throughout the duration of such special event; 
3. Ensure temporary public bathrooms at and near the location of such special event are cleaned, maintained and appropriately staffed; 
4. Provide access to temporary public bathrooms with accessibility features at and near the location of such special event, in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local laws; and 
5. Where feasible, ensure the provision of washbasins or hand disinfectant dispensers in immediate proximity to the temporary public bathrooms at and near the location of such special event.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately, provided however, that it shall not apply to the extent that compliance would materially conflict with the terms of an existing contract for a special event, as defined in section one of this local law, between the city of New York and any other entity executed before such date. 
ABI/ARP
LS # 21879
5/1/2026


Int. No. 808-A
By Council Members Abreu, Maloney, Louis, Williams, Narcisse, Thomas-Henry and Banks

..Title
A Local Law in relation to the development of a World Cup events calendar and map of small businesses connected to the participating nations
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

2

Section 1. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
City tourism and conventions entity. The term “city tourism and conventions entity” means a not-for-profit corporation or other entity that, pursuant to a contract with the city of New York, provides or administers services promoting the economy and positive image of the city through tourism and convention development, major events, and marketing.
Designated agency. The term “designated agency” means an agency or office designated by the mayor, or a city tourism and conventions entity designated by the mayor and acting in accordance with a contract between such entity and the city of New York. 
Participating nation. The term “participating nation” means any of the 48 nations whose national teams have qualified for and are participating in the World Cup.
Small business. The term “small business” means a small business as described by the United States small business administration pursuant to part 121 of title 13 of the code of federal regulations.
World Cup. The term “World Cup” means the Fédération Internationale de Football Association World Cup 2026 soccer tournament occurring between June 11, 2026, to July 19, 2026.
b. World Cup events calendar. 1. No later than one week prior to the commencement of the World Cup, the designated agency shall develop and make available on its website a calendar of activities related to the celebration, promotion, or screening of the World Cup that have been submitted to such designated agency for inclusion in such calendar. Such calendar shall include the date, time, location, and cost of attendance for each such activity to the extent such information is made available to the designated agency, along with any additional details the designated agency deems relevant.
2. Such calendar may include, but need not be limited to, the following types of activities:
(a) Viewing parties and other events primarily intended for the screening of World Cup matches; 
(b) Open streets, street festivals, block parties, and other cultural programming celebrating  participating nations; 
(c) Soccer clinics, community tournaments, and other recreational activities; and
(d) Art installations, musical performances, and public exhibitions.
c. World Cup small business map. 1. No later than one week prior to the commencement of the World Cup, the designated agency shall develop and make available on or through its website a digital map of small businesses related to events on the event calendar described in subdivision b of this section.  
2. Such map may include, but need not be limited to, a selection of small businesses across the city of New York hosting events related to the World Cup, providing offers related to the World Cup, or otherwise connected to participating nations. For each such small business, such map may include an address, contact information, website, a brief description of the goods or services generally offered, and information regarding any such events or offers. 
d. The designated agency shall conduct outreach to prospective participants, including small businesses and event organizers, to encourage submissions to the calendar developed pursuant to subdivision b and the map developed pursuant to subdivision c of this section.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately, except that if it becomes law after June 4, 2026, it is retroactive to and deemed to have been in effect as of June 4, 2026.
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Int. No. 849-A
By Council Members Williams, Maloney, Restler, Louis, Thomas-Henry and Banks
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring a designated agency to develop and implement a cultural passport program encouraging visitation to participating sites in each borough


Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

4

Section 1. Subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 3 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 3-119.13 to read as follows:
§ 3-119.13 Cultural passport program. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
City tourism and conventions entity. The term “city tourism and conventions entity” means a not-for-profit corporation or other entity that, pursuant to a contract with the city, provides or administers services promoting the economy and positive image of the city through tourism and convention development, major events, and marketing.
Designated agency. The term “designated agency” means an agency or office designated by the mayor, or a city tourism and conventions entity designated by the mayor and acting in accordance with a contract between such entity and the city.
Participating site. The term “participating site” means any site, venue, or other location with cultural, historical, or community significance selected to participate in the passport program, including, but not limited to, cultural centers, galleries, gardens, historic sites, libraries, museums, parks, performing arts venues, public monuments, theaters, and zoos. 
b. A designated agency shall develop and implement a cultural passport program, in consultation with the department of small business services, the department of cultural affairs, and a city tourism and conventions entity. Such program shall be designed to encourage public engagement with and visitation to participating sites in each borough.
c. The cultural passport program developed pursuant to subdivision b of this section shall include, but need not be limited to: 
1. Identification of at least 5 participating sites selected for a minimum period of 1 year located in each borough of the city; 
2. An initial production and distribution of a physical cultural passport document and creation of a downloadable digital cultural passport document;
3. A system by which participating sites provide commemorative marks, stamps, stickers, or digital markers to recognize visitation by cultural passport holders;
4. Visitation milestones and acknowledgements or incentives for cultural passport holders who achieve such milestones; and 
5. Promotion of such program, which shall include, but need not be limited to, posting details of such program on a website. 
d. The cultural passport program developed pursuant to this section shall commence no later than 24 months after the effective date of the local law that added this section. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 
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FIFA World Cup Funding      

   FY25  FY26  FY27   

Office of Emergency Management      $230,000  $230,000  

New York Police Department      $31,300,000  $18,921,649  

EDC (via SBS budget)  $6,000,000   $29,000,000  $0  

NYCT+C World Cup Marketing (via SBS budget)  $0   $4,500,000  $0  

TOTAL:   $6,000,000   $65,030,000  $19,151,649  

EDC  -   Economic Development Corporation            

SBS  -   Small Business Services      

 


