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THE COUNCIL

Report of the Infrastructure Division

Kathleen B. Cudahy, Director

Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and

International Intergroup Relations
Council Member Wendell Foster, Committee Chair

INT. NO. 760:




By: Council Members Warden,    







Golden and Foster; also Council Members 







O’Donovan and Sabini

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Thomas E. 

Brown Avenue, Borough of The Bronx.

INTENT:



This legislation would add, through the

posting of an additional sign, the name       “Thomas E. Brown  Avenue” to Baychester Avenue between East 233rd  Street and Burke Avenue.

COMMENT:


Thomas E. Brown was born on August 20, 1921 in Atlanta, Georgia.  The youngest of seven children, when ‘Tom’ reached junior high school, he developed an extraordinary talent for the trombone.  His skill and love for this instrument laid the foundation for his lifelong career in music.


After graduating from high school, Thomas Brown attended Morris Brown College in Atlanta.  During this time, World War II erupted and he postponed his college education in order to become one of the first African American musicians to join the United States Navy.  He enlisted in 1942 and was honorably discharged as a Musician Third Class in 1945.


Following the war, Mr. Brown migrated to New York City and attended the Julliard School of Music majoring in conducting and trombone.  After receiving his professional diploma, he attended Columbia University where he met his wife, Camille Lucas, at a music teacher’s conference.


After earning his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees, Thomas Brown obtained certificates from the New York State Education Department in Administration and Supervision.  He taught instrumental music for thirty years in New York City at Stitt Junior High School, I.S. 10, and I.S.144.  He also served two years as an Acting Assistant Principal at I.S. 10 in Manhattan.


For several years Tom Brown was the conductor of the Bronx Borough – Wide Band.  His grandstand performance at Carnegie Hall in 1972 was one of the highlights of his career.  He also is credited with developing a tutoring program for students, in 1978 while serving as Vice President of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.  These tutorial sessions in reading and math were held at the Alpha House in Manhattan.


Thomas Brown devoted many years to combating obstacles to improve his Baychester Community.  Some of the many challenges he encountered included ameliorating horrendous local flood problems, developing subway cleanups for the Baychester Avenue train station, fighting prostitution and rat infestation, and preventing unwanted building developments such as garbage truck parking lots and motels.  He spearheaded the cleaning and subsequent paving of the Baychester Avenue island strip, and petitioned for streetlights on Baychester and Givan Avenues.  He hired his own weekly cleanup crew to sweep and cut the grass for an area encompassing Baychester, Tillotson, and DeReimer Avenues to Palmer Avenue.


Tom Brown also distributed surplus food to needy families in the Edenwald and Baychester Housing complexes.  He worked very closely with the ‘Jeanne Jugan Residence,’ tenaciously assisting the “Little Sisters of the Poor” with such problems as abandoned cars and illegal dumping on their property.


Development of our youth was one of Mr. Brown’s prime interests.  He provided them with summer jobs, and annually, in June, on behalf of the Concerned Citizens of Baychester, he presented local graduates with certificates acknowledging and encouraging their academic and athletic achievements.  He also wrote recommendations for college admissions and job opportunities.


Among Mr. Brown’s many affiliations were the following: he was Executive Secretary and member of the Board of Directors of the Hillside Little League, a member of the citywide Community Action Board, Consultant for Economic Opportunity Committees of Haryou Act, Inc., Founder and President of the Concerned Citizens of Baychester Community Association, Inc., and Chairman of the By-laws Committee, Bronx Neighborhood Preservation, Inc.  He received many awards including a trophy as the “Most Outstanding Music Teacher” at I.S. 144, a plaque from the East of Laconia Community Association in recognition of leadership, devotion, and commitment to his community, and was honored by the Mark Terrace Apartments Association for his community achievements.


Despite the many hours dedicated to community affairs, Tom Brown was always there to support his family including, his wife, Camille, a retired school teacher, son Eric, a minister and Naval Reserve chaplain, and his daughter, Lea, a Communication Arts teacher.


Thomas E. Brown passed away on June 26, 1998.  His dynamic personality and relentless drive to improve the Baychester community have been greatly appreciated by all, but most especially by those whose lives he touched.  In view of his many achievements and his many years of dedication to the City of New York, the borough of The Bronx, and the Baychester community it is fitting that Baychester Avenue, between East 233rd Street and Burke Avenue, the street where he lived, be renamed “Thomas E. Brown Avenue” in his honor.


This local law shall take effect immediately.

UPDATE:
On June 22, 2000 the Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and International Intergroup Relations adopted Int. No. 760 by a vote of 8:0:0.
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