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INT. NO. _522:
By:  Council Member Dilan (by request of the Mayor).

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to inspection requirements for suspended scaffolds.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision (b) of section 27-1045.

BACKGROUND AND INTENT:
On March 1, 2007, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 522, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to inspection requirements for suspended scaffolds.

On November 2, 2006, the Mayor’s office announced the creation of a Scaffold Worker Safety Task Force (Task Force) to address the numerous suspended-scaffold related accidents and injuries on construction job sites.  The goal of the Task Force was to reduce the number of suspended-scaffold related accidents and to establish methods of communication with suspended-scaffold workers that would lead to safer work practices.  The Task Force was comprised of representatives from the City, State, and Federal Government (including the Council), immigrant advocacy organizations, labor unions and contractors involved in the suspended-scaffold industry, and property owners’ associations.  The Task Force was comprised of two subcommittees; one to address regulation and enforcement issues, and the other to focus on training and outreach for suspended scaffold workers.  Some of the Task Force members served on both subcommittees.  The bill before the Committee is the result of the combined efforts all the members of the Mayor’s Scaffold Worker Safety Task Force.

Int. No. 522

This legislation would require that any suspended scaffold be inspected on a daily basis before it is used.  This daily inspection shall be made by either 1) a licensed rigger or his or her foreman, 2) a licensed sign hanger or his or her foreman, or 3) a superintendent of construction, if the work is not performed by or under the supervision of a licensed rigger or sign hanger.

A record of the daily inspection required by this legislation shall be kept and maintained at the job site and shall be readily available and presented to Department of Buildings personnel upon request.  The required log entry shall be signed by the individual responsible for the inspection and shall clearly show the individual’s name legibly printed.

Bill section two provides that this local law would take effect immediately.

