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Fiscal Impact Statement
Intro. No. 764
Committee:   Governmental Operations


	Title:  A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to allowing for political contributions via text message.

	Sponsors:  By Council Members Brewer, Cabrera, Dromm, Ferreras, James, Lander, Levin, Mark-Viverito, Mendez, Recchia, Van Bramer, Williams, Greenfield and Garodnick.



	Summary of Legislation:    Int. No. 764 would amend the City’s campaign finance law to include “text message contribution” within the category of contributions that candidates are permitted to accept.  Such contributions would be capped at one-hundred dollars per contributor.  In order for a candidate to accept a text message contribution, the person making such contribution would be required to affirm that he or she will personally pay the amount to the wireless service provider in personal, unreimbursed funds; that he or she is not a foreign national; and any other certifications that the Campaign Finance Board (CFB) requires.  The contribution would be attributed to the mobile device’s registered user.  Text message contributions would be “matchable” with public funds so long as they meet all other legal and reporting requirements of the CFB.  


	Effective Date:   This local law would take effect one year following the date of enactment; provided, however, that the CFB shall conduct a review of contemporary industry standards, and shall promulgate rules in accordance with the provisions of this local law and such other rules as may be necessary for the purpose of implementing and carrying out the provisions of this local law, prior to its effective date.


	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated:   Indeterminable

	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY14
FY Succeeding

Effective FY15
Full Fiscal

Impact FY15
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*
*
*
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*
*
*
Net

*
*

*
                            *See below

	Impact on Revenues:  There would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation.


	Impact on Expenditures:  Although the enactment of this legislation may lead to a slight increase in the City’s campaign matching funds expenditures, it would be difficult to quantify the fiscal impact of the legislation with any accuracy due to the variables related to such a calculation.  The most notable variables include, the number of candidates for any one election cycle, and the actual effect of the law on the volume of political contributions.  Further, all provisions in this legislation are discretionary, and do not mandate that candidates accept text contributions, therefore costs for the CFB are indeterminable. 


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  General Fund.


	Source of Information:
New York City Council Finance Division 
                                                

	Estimate Prepared By:   John Russell, Principal Legislative Financial Analyst
Estimate Reviewed By:  Latonia Mckinney, Deputy Director, and Tanisha Edwards, Finance Counsel


	History:     This legislation was introduced to the full Council on February 1, 2012 as Intro. 764 and referred to the Committee on Governmental Operations. On October 15, 2012, the Committee on Governmental Operations held a hearing on Intro. 764 and the legislation was laid over.  Intro. 764, will be considered by the Committee on November 25, 2013, and upon successful vote of the Committee, Intro. 764 will be submitted to the Full Council for a vote.
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