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          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: I apologize for

          3  the delay by the MTA situation. But be that as it

          4  may, I want to welcome everyone.

          5                 I'm Bill Perkins, Chair of the

          6  Council's Committee on Governmental Operations.

          7  Today is our fourth hearing on Intro. 171, which

          8  deals with strengthening and clarifying the Campaign

          9  Finance Act, and second hearing on Intro. 313-A,

         10  which relates to candidates being able to raise

         11  funds to repay campaign debt.

         12                 We expect to vote on both bills at

         13  today's hearings. At our last hearing several very

         14  valid concerns were expressed by some Committee

         15  members about these pieces of legislation.

         16                 As the Committee knows perhaps all

         17  too well, and as has been testified to in these last

         18  few hearings, the Campaign Finance Program is a

         19  work-in-progress.

         20                 We can expect to be revisiting this

         21  legislation at many points in the future, and all of

         22  these concerns, and certainly many others, will be

         23  addressed.

         24                 I want to reiterate the point that

         25  the Board made when they testified and which we have
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          2  since confirmed, that with the issue of back-up

          3  documentation, the Board has not levied penalties,

          4  and in no way intends to levy penalties for

          5  candidates forgetting to include or accidentally not

          6  including one or two pieces of back-up documentation

          7  with their disclosure reports.

          8                 We will, of course, continue to

          9  monitor this and other things, and as I said

         10  earlier, we can revisit this issue with future

         11  legislation.

         12                 I do believe that these two pieces of

         13  legislation are a huge step forward in many areas

         14  that have been of concern to candidates, the Board,

         15  and most importantly, our City voters.

         16                 The legislation clarifies some points

         17  of confusion, and eases the administrative burden on

         18  all parties, and generally betters the system.

         19                 Before we go any further, I'd like to

         20  introduce the other members of the Committee, and

         21  once again send a congratulatory note to Council

         22  Member Moskowitz, the sponsor of the bill, and who

         23  has just given birth to a bouncing baby boy, Dilan,

         24  of course, Moskowitz-Grannis. They have bounce and

         25  they have rhythm, too.
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          2                 There are rumors that Eva is planning

          3  on coming today. Let's hope that she just catches us

          4  on Crosswalks in the comfort of her home. We know

          5  that she is here in spirit.

          6                 So, I want to start by acknowledging

          7  first the presence of Council Member Michael Nelson,

          8  who is the Chair of our Senior Centers Committee;

          9  Council Member Joseph Addabbo, Jr., Chair of our

         10  Parks and Recreation; Council Member Philip Reed,

         11  who was the Chair of our Consumer Affairs, and

         12  whenever you think of Philip Reed, you're reminded

         13  to please turn off your cell phones. Councilwoman

         14  Christine Quinn, the Chair of our Health Committee.

         15  And then of course, the Majority Whip and Chair of

         16  our Rules, Privileges and Elections Committee,

         17  Council Member Leroy Comrie.

         18                 We are expecting to hear from Council

         19  Member Peter Vallone, Jr. I want to acknowledge the

         20  Counsel to the Committee, Matthew Tollin.

         21                 And also, before we get started, I

         22  want to read for the record a statement from

         23  Councilwoman Moskowitz, that she wanted me to make

         24  sure.

         25                 She says, "Thank you, Chairman
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          2  Perkins, for your leadership and patience with this

          3  bill, and to the other members of the Committee as

          4  well, known as the Campaign Finance Reform Act. We

          5  have had multiple hearings, as this is indeed a

          6  complicated and technical piece of legislation.

          7                 While the original New York City

          8  Campaign Finance Act is the model for the nation 14

          9  years later, there is a real need for some technical

         10  adjustments, and I am proud to have offered this

         11  legislation, and these series of Committee hearings

         12  have made for a much better bill.

         13                 Although I could not be present

         14  today, I would like to clarify for the record the

         15  issue of prompt payment. The intention as stated in

         16  the legislative findings is that the Campaign

         17  Finance Board will work to improve payments, making

         18  payments promptly when they find no instance of

         19  wrongdoing.

         20                 This has been a problem in the past

         21  because candidates eligible for funds have often

         22  received payment only several days before an

         23  election. By delaying payment, the Campaign Finance

         24  Board could unintentionally determine the outcome of

         25  elections. I hope this will no longer be an issue in
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          2  future elections.

          3                 Thanks again, Council Member Perkins

          4  and members of the Committee for your work, or this

          5  incredibly important legislation."

          6                 And with that in mind we'll go

          7  straight to the vote, as our Chairperson of Housing

          8  and Buildings joins us, Councilwoman Madeline

          9  Provenzano.

         10                 Call the roll.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you. I

         25  would like to vote aye on Intro. 17-A and also aye
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          2  on Intro. 313-A, but I wanted to bring out something

          3  that was just brought to my attention at our last

          4  hearing regarding 313-A, that there is still a class

          5  of people that are indebted to campaign finance and

          6  according to the testimony, where they also cannot

          7  raise money to pay off their debt, that they have

          8  conceded that they have, and I think it's imperative

          9  of this Committee to quickly address that inequity.

         10  I do believe that they're being put in a delivery

         11  catch-22, because they are not able to pay off, that

         12  they have already accepted, already has been

         13  accepted to one degree or another, those are the

         14  people that are from the class of '97, some former

         15  Council members and some other people, and we need

         16  to address that, because unlike 313-A where that was

         17  fixed, this debt is escalating because it's a

         18  payment of fines, which the interest is compounding

         19  daily.

         20                 So, I would implore the Chair and the

         21  Committee that we try to address that as quickly as

         22  possible, to correct those inequities. I vote aye on

         23  both.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Intro. 171-A

         25  is adopted by a vote of seven in the affirmative,
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          2  zero in the negative and no abstentions; and

          3  proposed Intro. 313-A is adopted by a vote of six in

          4  the affirmative, zero in the negative and one

          5  abstention.

          6                 Please sign the Committee reports.

          7  Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Thank you very

          9  much. And I'd like to leave the roll call open, the

         10  vote open until Council Member Vallone, who

         11  indicated to me that he would be delayed.

         12                 Thank you very much to the Committee

         13  members for your support, and once again, my

         14  apologies for the delay.

         15                 This meeting is adjourned.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 12:00 p.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.
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         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 29th day of January 2003.
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