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          1  COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: Good morning, and

          3  welcome to today's hearing of the Committee on

          4  Transportation. Today the Committee expects to vote

          5  on two bills, Proposed Intro. Number 472-C, in

          6  relation to standards of conduct for taxi, for-hire

          7  vehicles, drivers, and proposed Intro. No -- and I

          8  hope it doesn't go to D or F -- proposed No. 546-A,

          9  in relation to food vending and parks. Details of

         10  both bills are discussed in the Committee's reports

         11  which are on the side of the table.

         12                 We have testimony with regard to

         13  546-A, Dan Rossi and Jeff. Do you want to come to

         14  the table?

         15                 Jeff is here. Where did you sneak in,

         16  Jeff?

         17                 MR. ROSSI: Good morning. My name is

         18  Dan Rossi, the Vice President of the Big Apple Food

         19  Vendors Association. Our association is definitely

         20  in favor of this bill. It has been the way it should

         21  be, it is going back to what it originally was, and

         22  in my view --

         23                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: Are you feeling all

         24  right? I can't believe we are agreeing to something.

         25                 MR. ROSSI: You can thank me for being
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          2  here, I took you to court enough.

          3                 In my view it has nothing to do

          4  really in my mind with revenue. The City has never

          5  given individuals the opportunity to bid on spots by

          6  themselves, they have always competed against

          7  multiples.

          8                 Me, personally, I always look at it

          9  as companies, since they have so much to lose they

         10  just do a good job, and I have always focused my

         11  business and I have always told all of my

         12  competitors that if you upgrade your business, it is

         13  just better conditions health-wise, carts look

         14  better, I mean when you have money to lose you don't

         15  want to lose it and that has been always our

         16  position.

         17                 And just the last note on this, there

         18  has never been one day in the history of New York

         19  since Local Law 15 that multiples weren't in the

         20  hands of the companies, it has never been done. It

         21  is exactly the way it has been every since I can be

         22  in this business, 20 years, and this is just making

         23  it legal again, and I am just glad that it is being

         24  done, it is going to help a lot of people go to

         25  work.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: Okay.

          4                 MR. CICIO: Good morning. My name is

          5  Jeffrey Cicio, I am the president of the Big Apple

          6  Food Vendors Association. I would like to thank you

          7  for giving me this opportunity to speak this

          8  morning.

          9                 I just read the bill, I am in favor

         10  of the bill, it is a good bill. Anything that gives

         11  back companies the opportunity to operate as

         12  entrepreneurs is a good thing. I know the Parks

         13  Department has always allowed multiples in the park

         14  after Local Law 15 was introduced because of

         15  necessity, and now you are passing a bill that

         16  permits them to work legally in the park. The last

         17  four years they have been operating illegally with

         18  illegal contracts, and those companies are not here.

         19                 Unfortunately I can't operate

         20  illegal. I have morals and I have standards and I

         21  have expenses and I would not go in the park

         22  illegally, and it is important to me that now I can

         23  go into the park legally. I can make investments, I

         24  can build new equipment and I can operate legally.

         25                 I also operated legally in the street
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          2  for many years, I had 200 permits that were also

          3  taken away from me by Local Law 15, and I hope one

          4  day I am here and I get it right and I am given the

          5  opportunity to operate legally and in the street

          6  with multiple permits.

          7                 I still don't know why I am not

          8  considered an unintended consequence and everybody

          9  else is, there are many, many, many companies that

         10  were put out of business that probably can't even

         11  come back because they never renewed their permits,

         12  or the one that they were given.

         13                 I am still holding on, I am not going

         14  away, I am looking for that opportunity where I can

         15  come back to the City with multiple permits and

         16  function the way I did in the past. Because to this

         17  point I don't see myself any different than the

         18  other companies that have been reinstated, that have

         19  been grandfathered that do have all of their

         20  multiple permits, I just don't see the difference,

         21  and I am still not sure if that day will happen

         22  where this Committee sees it necessary to let the

         23  companies that were -- I can't find the word, but

         24  never did anything wrong, were accused of many

         25  things but nothing was ever proven. There were a lot
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          2  of accusations, and I hope this Committee sees it

          3  that there was a mistake and you have the power to

          4  correct those mistakes and you have been doing it

          5  through the last five years and I am still here

          6  hoping one day.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: Thank you. Thank

          9  you very much.

         10                 Okay, we will do a roll call. We will

         11  couple both items and do the roll call on that.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: Yes, on both.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: Because this

         23  meeting was scheduled -- there is Council Member

         24  Freed. Is your hand up for aye? We are in the middle

         25  of roll call. If you want to look because we are
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          2  voting on two items, 546-A and 472-C. One is a bill

          3  on the vendors which we are just going to rectify an

          4  issue regarding the Parks Department, and the other

          5  one is the revised number C bill on the taxis. Like

          6  I said earlier, I hope it doesn't go to D or to F.

          7                 We are going to keep open the vote.

          8  We are leaving open the vote because there are

          9  conflicting meetings as we speak right now, and in

         10  all fairness, this was not scheduled until the last

         11  minute.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye on both.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote now

         15  stands at six in the affirmative and it is still

         16  open.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: Okay, we will keep

         18  it open.

         19                 At this point I just want to make

         20  comments to my colleagues. I know this was a last

         21  minute notice, and only because of the time schedule

         22  we have for the next Council meeting we want to get

         23  this on the calendar, we had this meeting this

         24  morning, so I appreciate that you did come in this

         25  morning. And, again, to any of the issues that you
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          2  may have regarding the vending issue, as well as the

          3  other taxis, please do feel free to speak to me

          4  about it, because I think this is not finished yet,

          5  they are going to hopefully continue in that

          6  direction, vis-a-vis at least the vendors. We are

          7  trying to come up with some solution to try to

          8  rectify some wrongs, I can't speak for the Council

          9  but I can speak for myself, that I think that I

         10  voted on many years ago, and I think it was a

         11  mistake, that bill, and we have to do something

         12  about it. So I hope that we can and be able to put

         13  people back on the streets.

         14                 With regard to the taxis, I am sure

         15  that there are people that are not happy, and

         16  hopefully we can continue in this direction until

         17  people are happy, and we will work together with the

         18  people to continue on this issue and it doesn't stop

         19  us from doing oversight on this bill.

         20                 I just wanted to make one last

         21  comment, it was fascinating. There was an editorial

         22  I think last week in the post obviously singling me

         23  out on this bill, which is okay, I can take the

         24  heat, but what is fascinating is the bill hasn't

         25  changed from the post of last week, maybe a few
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          2  little words and so those who decided to call the

          3  post and give them a story, obviously are now going

          4  to be supporting this issue now. So, before we look

          5  to attack each other and there are still two things

          6  behind our backs, I think it would be great if we

          7  talked to each other and we worked diligently

          8  together on an issue that is important to all of us.

          9                 Everybody realizes that no one wants

         10  run away taxi drivers in the City of New York, no

         11  one wants unsafe taxi drivers.

         12                 There was a report the other day in

         13  the daily news, taxi drivers were safer on the list

         14  of about five, six categories, there were sanitation

         15  drivers, I am sorry, not the City one but the

         16  commercial ones were worse in fatalities, of killing

         17  people, and taxis were all the way down. So I don't

         18  understand what they have this thing about taxi

         19  drivers. Taxi drivers are trying to earn a living.

         20  Some Council members have been taxi drivers once

         21  upon a time to earn a living.

         22                 So, I think that we have to get our

         23  bearings straight and we have to get focused on the

         24  issue, and I think the TLC has to become more and

         25  more sensitive to understand that there must be a
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          2  fair balance between drivers and public safety. We

          3  can't have drivers obviously out running around and

          4  unsafe, we agree, we will be the first ones that

          5  will tell you we should get them off the road. On

          6  the other hand, the drivers who are very good

          7  drivers and get caught up because they have a bad

          8  day doesn't mean that they should be suspended or

          9  their license should be taken away.

         10                 So, hopefully we can come to some

         11  sort of compromise and work in that direction.

         12                 At this point the meeting is kept

         13  open until those people come here to vote from the

         14  other meetings.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 (Hearing recessed at 11:05 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 30th day of April 1999.
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