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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reserving parking spaces in public parking facilities for car sharing programs.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 19-175.2 to chapter one of title 19.

INTRODUCTION


On June 11, 2009, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 901. This legislation would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, to reserve parking spaces in public parking facilities for car sharing programs. Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”); transportation advocates; and other interested parties.  

BACKGROUND

Car sharing is an automobile rental service that provides members of car share programs with access to a fleet of vehicles on an hourly basis.
 These members are able to reserve cars online or by phone, walk to the nearest parking space, open the doors with an electronic key and drive off.
  Car sharing can be a substitute for private vehicle ownership. These programs can provide access to a vehicle for business use and personal errands during the day, allowing some employees to avoid driving to work.
 According to various sources, car sharing reduces the number of cars on the road, reduces the number of vehicle miles traveled, reduces pollution, saves gas, and provides for more efficient use of parking spaces.
 


Due to New York’s extensive public transportation system, the city is capable of taking full advantage of car sharing.
 Car sharing options are strongest when integrated into a city that provides extensive transportation services, such as public transit and taxis.
 The benefits of car sharing are particularly attractive in New York City due to concerns surrounding air quality, traffic congestion, and the scarcity of available parking spaces throughout the city.

A key to the success of car sharing programs is the availability of conveniently located parking spaces that are reserved for car share vehicles.
 Some car share programs have experienced difficulties when there is a high demand for membership and an insufficient number of conveniently located parking spaces.
 However, an increasing number of state and local governments throughout the United States are undertaking efforts to address this problem by passing legislation to secure parking for car share vehicles.
 

Sample Car Share Programs From Other Jurisdictions

 In Washington D.C., the Director of the Department of Transportation (hereinafter “DDOT”), pursuant to § 2406.12 of the Municipal Regulations, is authorized to designate on-street parking spaces for the exclusive use of car sharing vehicles.
 There the DDOT has the discretion to offer a D.C. registered car share program a one-year contract for the use of the designated space.
  In the city of Portland, Oregon, the Office of Transportation passed § 3.309 of the Administrative Code, which authorized each car share program to reserve up to fifty metered on-street spaces and one hundred fifty non-metered on-street spaces.
 The City Traffic Engineer is also permitted to eliminate on-street spaces that are underutilized over a six-month period.
 

Both Seattle and San Francisco have passed car sharing provisions in their parking zoning by-laws related to multi-unit residential dwellings.
 Specifically, Seattle’s Municipal Code § 23.54 provides an incentive for residential developments to provide car share parking spaces.
 For each parking space leased by a car share program within a residential development parking lot, the total number of parking spaces required in a particular development will be reduced.
 The extent of the permitted reduction would depend on the size of the residential development.
 Section 166 of San Francisco’s Planning Code requires newly constructed buildings containing residential units to have a specified number of car share parking spaces.
 The number of car share spaces required depends on the number of residential units within the building.
  

ANALYSIS


Int. No. 901 would attempt to improve the capabilities of car sharing programs in New York City by designating reserved parking spaces in public parking facilities for the sole use of car share programs.

Section one of Int. No. 901 would amend chapter one of title 19 of the Administrative Code of the city of New York by adding a new section 19-175.2.

New Section 19-175.2 of such code would be entitled “Car sharing programs.” Subdivision a of new section 19-175.2 would define terms for use within this section. Specifically, paragraph one of subdivision a of new section 19-175.2 would define “Car sharing program” to mean a membership program intended to offer an alternative to car ownership where persons or entities that are members are permitted to use vehicles from a fleet on an hourly basis.  Paragraph two of subdivision a of new section 19-175.2 would define “Public parking facility” to mean a city-owned and operated parking facilities that are available for public use and shall not include any parking facility operated by a city agency intended for use by such agency’s employees or by the public to conduct business with such agency.


Subdivision b of new section 19-175.2 would require the Commissioner of Transportation to reserve ten percent or ten parking spaces, whichever is less, in every public parking facility for the use of car sharing programs. Such car sharing programs shall pay reasonable fees, to be determined by such Commissioner, for the use of such reserved parking spaces. 


Subdivision c of new section 19-175.2 would establish that if the demand for spaces reserved for car sharing programs in a public parking facility exceeds the number of such spaces, the Commissioner of Transportation shall develop and administer a lottery system to allocate the available spaces every two years.


Subdivision d of new section 19-175.2 would provide that if the demand for spaces reserved for car sharing programs is less than the number of such spaces, the excess spaces shall be exempt from the provisions of this section of the code until a car sharing program requests the use of such excess spaces. 


Section two of Int. No. 901 would provide that this local law take effect sixty days after it is enacted into law. 

Int. No. 901

By Council Members Liu, Brewer, Gerson, James, Koppell and Weprin

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reserving parking spaces in public parking facilities for car sharing programs.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-175.2 to read as follows:

§19-175.2.  Car sharing programs.  a.  For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall be defined as follows:

1.  “Car sharing program” shall mean a membership program intended to offer an alternative to car ownership where persons or entities that are members are permitted to use vehicles from a fleet on an hourly basis.

2.  “Public parking facility” shall mean city-owned and operated parking facilities that are available for public use and shall not include any parking facility operated by a city agency intended for use by such agency’s employees or by the public to conduct business with such agency.

b.  The commissioner shall reserve ten percent or ten parking spaces, whichever is less, in every public parking facility for the use of car sharing programs.  Such car sharing programs shall pay reasonable fees, to be determined by the commissioner, for the use of such reserved parking spaces.

c.  If the demand for spaces reserved for car sharing programs in a public parking facility exceeds the number of such spaces, the commissioner shall develop and administer a lottery system to allocate the available spaces every two years.

d.  If the demand for spaces reserved for car sharing programs is less than the number of such spaces, the excess spaces shall be exempt from the provisions of this section of the code until a car sharing program requests the use of such excess spaces.
§2.  This local law shall take effect sixty days after it is enacted into law.
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� See Todd Litman, Evaluating Carsharing Benefits, Vict. Transp. Policy Inst., Dec. 7, 1999, available at http://www.islandnet.com/~litman/carshare.pdf.


� Transit Cooperative Research Program, Car Sharing: Where and how it succeeds at 1-1 (Sept. 2005). 


� Id.


� See Arlington County Commuter Services, Car Sharing, available at http://www.commuterpage.com/carshare.htm (last visited June 2, 2009).


� See Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Public Transportation for the New York Region, available at http://www.mta.info/mta/network.htm (last visited June 2, 2009)


� Arlington County Commuter Services, supra note 3. 


� Art Janik, The Autocratic Revolution, N.Y. Post, Oct. 3, 2004.


� Transit Cooperative Research Program, supra note 2 at 6.12.


� Id. at 6.19-20.


� See, e.q.,  Washington D.C., Philadelphia, Portland, Austin, San Francisco, Seattle, Baltimore and states Washington and Oregon. 


� See, 18 D.C. REG. 2406.12 (2009). 


� Id.


� Or. Admin. R. 3.309 (2009).


� Id. 


� Parking Standards Review: Examination of Potential Options and Impacts of Car Share Programs on Parking Standards, IBI Group,  Mar. 2009 available at http://www.toronto.ca/zoning/pdf/car_share_2009-04-02.pdf


� See, S.M.C. 23.54 (2008).


� Id.


� See Id.


� S.F. Planning Code § 166 (2008).


� Id.
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