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          1  COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: This meeting

          3  will now come to order.

          4                 Good afternoon. My name is James

          5  Sanders, Jr., and I'm Chair of the Committee on

          6  Economic Development.

          7                 Today we will hear testimony

          8  concerning resolution 574. This Resolution calls on

          9  New York retailers, clothing brand manufacturers and

         10  designers to commit to production in New York City

         11  factories that abide by responsible industry

         12  standards.

         13                 Resolution 574 also aims to encourage

         14  patronage of companies permitted to responsible

         15  clothing production in New York City by designating

         16  September 29th, 2002, as Made In New York Day.

         17                 The City's clothing manufacturers may

         18  not be the most visible part of our City, but they

         19  are an important part of the local economy,

         20  accounting for $14 billion worth of economic

         21  activity.

         22                 Manufacturers are a source of

         23  economic diversity and an important entry point to

         24  the workforce for many workers, especially

         25  immigrants.
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          2                 The garment industry faces extreme

          3  competitive pressures from abroad where workers are

          4  often paid less than a dollar a day.

          5                 The garment industry was already

          6  suffering from these pressures, combined with the

          7  effects of a national recession when September the

          8  11th and its aftermath severely disrupted deliveries

          9  and production in this industry which is largely

         10  concentrated in Lower Manhattan.

         11                 Many workers have been laid off in

         12  these factories, as many as 70 percent at some

         13  sites, and many more have been forced to work

         14  reduced hours.

         15                 This resolution is intended to help

         16  get the industry back on its feet. Unfortunately,

         17  for every factory adhering to decent industry

         18  standards, there are many that do not and that pay

         19  illegal wages and flout labor laws.

         20                 Those factories that take the high

         21  road and refuse to comprise their workforce should

         22  be rewarded, when they adhere to responsible

         23  industry standards.

         24                 It is the Council's intention by

         25  designating November 29th, 2002, as Made In New York
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          2  Day, to provide a boost to this important industry

          3  and make an example of those firms that respect

          4  workers' rights and adhere to labor laws.

          5                 Thank you for coming to such an

          6  important committee meeting and historic day, I

          7  would dare say, and we are ready to hear from our

          8  first witnesses, but first I'm going to say, of

          9  course, who has been kind enough to join us.

         10                 Councilman Eric Gioia from Queens;

         11  Councilman Martin Dilan from -- Eric. Oh, it's

         12  rough. I'm thinking of the other one. The junior

         13  Dilan Council member, from Brooklyn. The junior

         14  Council Member, Council Member Yvette Clarke, I

         15  didn't know how to make junior in a woman. Of course

         16  we're joined by Alice Meeker, my Economic Policy

         17  Analyst, and Ms. Beverly Reid, the Counsel for the

         18  Committee, and last but never least, is the

         19  ubiquitous Alan Gerson, Council Member from

         20  Manhattan. Hat in hand.

         21                 Without further ado, let's call the

         22  first witnesses.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The first

         24  witness is Linda Dworak. Steve Weingarten, you might

         25  as well come up at the same time.
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          2                 Please state your name and

          3  affiliation for the record.

          4                 MS. DWORAK: Good afternoon. I'm Linda

          5  Dworak from the Garment Industry Development

          6  Corporation.

          7                 Chairman Sanders, I hope you don't

          8  say nasty things about us behind our backs when you

          9  have your microphone off.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Well, I can't.

         11  The mic is working.

         12                 MS. DWORAK: Okay. I'm here, as I

         13  said, representing the Garment Industry Development

         14  Corporation, and for those of you who are not

         15  familiar with us, we are the non-profit consortium

         16  that represents garment workers and manufacturers

         17  throughout the   City.

         18                 My Board of Directors consists of top

         19  executives from the New York fashion industry, labor

         20  leaders, business associations representing small

         21  and medium-sized contractors, and manufacturers and

         22  the City of New York as well.

         23                 On behalf of our broad range of

         24  constituents, I want to thank the Council for this

         25  effort to applaud and support New York apparel
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          2  industry.

          3                 New York is indeed known throughout

          4  the world as the "center of fashion and design."

          5  Though leaner than in past decades, the New York

          6  apparel industry is still the largest manufacturing

          7  employer in the City, with an estimated 110,000

          8  employed in apparel manufacturing and wholesaling,

          9  and thousands more employed in apparel-related

         10  design, advertising and publishing firms.

         11                 The apparel firms that continue to

         12  operate successfully in New York today are those

         13  dynamic companies that have capitalized upon special

         14  market niches, provide excellent services, adopt

         15  modern equipment and production systems and employ

         16  the most highly trained craft persons.

         17                 These are the leaders who boldly take

         18  advantage of their location here in the City of New

         19  York to sustain a high performance slice of the

         20  industry that is still viable and will remain so for

         21  very many years to come.

         22                 With the support from the City

         23  Council, we at the garment industry development

         24  corporation are making great efforts to promote the

         25  excellent quality of made in New York apparel.
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          2  Other high wage countries, such as Italy, have been

          3  successful in selling domestically sewn products by

          4  promoting the idea that made in Italy is synonymous

          5  with style and high quality.

          6                 With comparable and often superior

          7  quality, New York must engage in the same type of

          8  self-promotion.

          9                 During the past year, we have worked

         10  with our labor and industry partners to conduct

         11  public relations activities to market made in New

         12  York products.

         13                 Our efforts have included the

         14  following:

         15                 During the 2001 holiday shopping

         16  season, we distributed thousands of shopping guides

         17  to inform consumers as to where to purchase made in

         18  New York apparel.

         19                 Last December we held a successful

         20  precedent to showcase made in New York products.

         21                 We developed and distributed during

         22  the past year over 1.3 million hang tags. These hang

         23  tags, red white and blue hang tags that read

         24  "proudly made in New York," are hung on garments

         25  that are sewn here in New York City.
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          2                 Last month, during French Fashion

          3  Week, we sponsored a special event at the US

          4  Consulate in Paris to introduce six hot, young, new

          5  New York designers to the European market. All six

          6  of them create and manufacture their designs in New

          7  York.

          8                 We have launched a virtual show room

          9  of made in New York products on the Internet and we

         10  have a launched a program to capture uniform

         11  contracts for New York producers.

         12                 Together with the union, Unite, and

         13  the New York fashion industry, we're now ready to

         14  launch a re-energized marketing campaign to support

         15  the industry.

         16                 For holiday shopping season 2002, the

         17  effort will include a new and expanded shopping

         18  guide. The guide lists stores which carry "made in

         19  New York" apparel, and names labels which consumers

         20  can identify as made in New York products.

         21                 With the support of the Hotel

         22  Association, the Business Improvement Districts

         23  throughout the City, the New York Times, the US

         24  Foreign Commercial Service, and a range of

         25  restaurants, banks and other small businesses, we
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          2  plan to distribute the guides to tourists and

          3  shoppers throughout the City and also in American

          4  embassies throughout the world.

          5                 I want to thank the Speaker and

          6  Chairman Sanders and the rest of this Committee for

          7  putting forth this resolution. It demonstrates your

          8  commitment to broadcasting throughout the world that

          9  New York produces high quality, high-style apparel.

         10                 It gives additional momentum to

         11  efforts to engage consumers in supporting local

         12  business and sustaining jobs for New Yorkers.

         13                 We're enthusiastic about continued

         14  efforts to promote made in New York and are

         15  optimistic about a strong future for a

         16  well-positioned and highly competitive garment

         17  manufacturing industry in the City of New York.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Thank you.

         20                 MR. WEINGARTEN: I'm Steve Weingarten

         21  from UNITE, Union of Needle Trades Industrial and

         22  Textile Employees, and thank you, Councilman Sanders

         23  and members of the Committee for your sponsorship of

         24  this resolution.

         25                 I'd just like to speak briefly and
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          2  add to what Linda said and talk to the Council a

          3  little bit about this industry.

          4                 I know that some of you in particular

          5  have a lot of garment workers in your district, and

          6  know a lot about the apparel industry. It's been

          7  such an important part of New York for the whole of

          8  the last century and continues to be today.

          9                 There were a lot of headlines in the

         10  paper, in the year after 911, about how difficult,

         11  how much this industry took it on the chin from the

         12  economic disturbances that came from 911.

         13                 What's interesting and hasn't gotten

         14  enough publicity, but I think it's important for the

         15  Council to understand, is despite all of those

         16  effects and despite the continued onslaught of

         17  low-wage competition from off shore, and despite the

         18  fact that the garment shops themselves get squeezed

         19  by the retailers and the manufacturers for ever

         20  lower and lower prices, and despite the real estate

         21  pressure that is pushing up rents and pushing out

         22  manufacturers from some of our districts, the

         23  industry has proved to be enormously resilient.

         24                 There's still 55,000 workers in this

         25  industry, and as members of this Council know, most
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          2  of the workers in this industry are immigrant

          3  workers, are people who often don't speak English,

          4  the people who arrive on our shores with the skill

          5  and the talent to produce some of the finest

          6  clothing in the world.

          7                 What's disturbing to us, as we try to

          8  figure out how to help these workers keep jobs, and

          9  we look at the development plans that potentially

         10  impinge upon these manufacturing districts, and the

         11  continued pressures that face this industry, is that

         12  New York can't give up on this industry and these

         13  workers and these businesses.

         14                 And we need to figure out how to help

         15  this industry not be a sweatshop industry, but be an

         16  industry that is an industry of decent jobs, that

         17  provide a platform for immigrant New Yorkers and

         18  others in need of manufacturing jobs to come in here

         19  and support their families and get health insurance

         20  for their kids.

         21                 I'd like to just add, in thanking the

         22  Council for their support of this resolution, that

         23  there are some companies that are important names in

         24  American fashion, Brooks Brothers, Nicole Miller,

         25  Calvin Klein, Bill Blass, Elie Tahari, who are
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          2  currently continuing to produce in New York, and do

          3  so, one out of commitment to what the industry is

          4  about New York, but do so also because New York

          5  factories produce some of the finest clothing in the

          6  world.

          7                 However, if you look in all the shops

          8  in SoHo, and if you walk up Midtown and look at all

          9  the stores there, and if you go to the Department

         10  stores that take such benefits from the importance

         11  of retail in this City, this is the fashion capital

         12  of the USA, every retailer needs to be here. Some of

         13  them think that they're hip and want to be in SoHo,

         14  and some of them want to be in Midtown, some want to

         15  be both, but if you want to sell clothing, if you

         16  want to sell fashion, you've got to be in New York

         17  as a retailer and we all, the City and the State and

         18  the citizens of both entities, have given enormous

         19  tax advantages to retail. There's the tax relief for

         20  the sales tax on apparel.

         21                 And I think if you think about how

         22  few orders it would take if all of these companies

         23  wanted to put more of their work in New York, and to

         24  pay back the City by supporting its industry in that

         25  way, I think it's easier to see that the retailers
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          2  and the people that sell the clothing could help

          3  secure this industry by producing more of their

          4  goods here, and committing to produce them under

          5  decent conditions.

          6                 This resolution calls on them to do

          7  that. We thank the Council for doing that. We'd like

          8  to work with this Council over the next couple of

          9  years to figure out how to encourage, induce and

         10  support retailers to sell more goods that are

         11  produced in New York and produced under good

         12  conditions and to support the valuable industry that

         13  includes many tens of thousands of immigrant workers

         14  in New York City.

         15                 Thank you very much for your support.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Thank you.

         17                 I'll give two and a half questions

         18  from myself, and then we will open the floor to

         19  anyone.

         20                 In this day and age of the budget

         21  crisis which is looming over New York City, what are

         22  the tax consequences of the campaign to New York

         23  City? Anyone? To your knowledge, of course?

         24                 MR. WEINGARTEN: Well, I don't think

         25  that the campaign to Promote Made in New York

                                                            15

          1  COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

          2  apparel has direct tax consequences that occur to me

          3  at the moment, Councilman. However, I think it is

          4  important to note that on of the tax policies that

          5  has been passed is to get tax relief on purchases of

          6  apparel, and I think consumers like that. I think it

          7  would have been a positive thing for the retail

          8  industry in New York State and New York City as

          9  well.

         10                 I think that the retailers, the

         11  companies that sell the clothing, could do a lot

         12  more and could help a New York economy and therefore

         13  the budget by having more of their garments produced

         14  in New York City.

         15                 I don't know why the big department

         16  stores which now produce a lot of their own goods

         17  can't produce more in New York.

         18                 I don't know why the companies that

         19  do produce here but squeeze the shops so that they

         20  wind up paying sweatshop wages can't pay a little

         21  bit more so that workers can make a fair wage and

         22  provide health insurance to their families.

         23                 That's something off budget that the

         24  companies that are citizens, corporate citizens of

         25  this community and that get so much benefit from
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          2  their presence in New York City could do to help

          3  workers and help the City of New York.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Perhaps as the

          5  Made In New York logo or theme picks up speed,

          6  people will see that it is a very worthy thing, and

          7  they should pass on some of their profits to the

          8  people who are making them profitable.

          9                 My last full question to you, of

         10  course, is New York City, or the nation as a whole,

         11  as a matter of fact, is also bedeviled with these

         12  knock-offs with folk who run around and counterfeit

         13  seemingly everything that we do; how will we make

         14  sure that we don't have made in New York tags coming

         15  from Asia, the Middle East, or wherever else? How

         16  can we monitor this? Or will we give, is this a

         17  point that we have to give more thought to?

         18                 MS. DWORAK: We have discussed that

         19  but had initially made a decision that let's just

         20  move forward and get them out there, because if we

         21  get so much demand for them, that people outside of

         22  New York were actually ready to knock them off, that

         23  would actually be a good sign that we would be

         24  excited about, that they would be so popular with

         25  the public.
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          2                 So, we're going to have to get to

          3  that point first. But it potentially would be an

          4  issue that we would have to do to deal with to try

          5  to figure out how to monitor it. It would be a

          6  difficult challenge, I think.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Well, we have a

          8  lot of models that we can work from. Maybe the

          9  record industry will be able to share some of their

         10  secrets.

         11                 My last point that I wanted to raise

         12  was, you were able to bring this to Paris to a show,

         13  no doubt?

         14                 MS. DWORAK: Right.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: If you ever do

         16  Paris or any of those places again, I'm sure there's

         17  a Council member or two who would love to go and

         18  support the great effort that we need to do. A real

         19  New Yorker overseas, and I'll be kind and say that

         20  it won't be me.

         21                 MS. DWORAK: Okay, we will certainly

         22  keep you informed.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Unless you were

         24  insistent.

         25                 Are there any questions?

                                                            18

          1  COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

          2                 Council Member Gerson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Chair.

          5                 I concur with your sentiments

          6  entirely. And Mr. Weingarten, I did get it right,

          7  first of all, I want to appreciate, or express my

          8  appreciation that you recognize in your testimony as

          9  the representative from Lower Manhattan that those

         10  who want to be hip do locate in SoHo. So, I couldn't

         11  let that go by without comment.

         12                 Two questions. Under the resolution

         13  November 29th is going to be Made In New York Day;

         14  what should we do on that day? What can we do? What

         15  are you going to do? How can we help you do it to

         16  really accentuate this campaign and this point, on

         17  that day and thereafter?

         18                 MS. DWORAK: Well, a couple of things

         19  come to mine. On that day we're hoping to -- that's

         20  the big shopping day, the day after Thanksgiving, so

         21  we're hoping to do an in-store event at one of the

         22  Department stores to make an announcement that this

         23  is Made in New York Day.

         24                 We will be distributing. We will

         25  have, members of the UNITE will be out distributing
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          2  the shopping guides in several key locations around

          3  the City.

          4                 Going forward, if any of you can help

          5  within your own constituencies and in the areas

          6  where you represent to distribute shopping guides

          7  out to your people, that would be very helpful to

          8  us.

          9                 MR. WEINGARTEN: If I might add, just

         10  as I started testimony I looked and made sure that I

         11  was wearing a Made In New York suit today, and I am,

         12  and I know, this is on purpose, that I'm wearing a

         13  Made In New York tie, and, so, for the gentlemen

         14  members of the City Council, the tie industry still

         15  is a big industry in New York, and you all can add

         16  maybe our ties to your wardrobe.

         17                 I know that there's been some

         18  interest expressed by the Speaker to have a Council

         19  Delegation go shopping and support Made In New York,

         20  and we would encourage you to do something like

         21  that.

         22                 And I think that one thing that Linda

         23  said that I want to reiterate is, you know, Italy

         24  did a really purposeful job of trying to market made

         25  in Italy as a brand. And it worked. They actually
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          2  invested a fair amount of money in doing that, and

          3  I'm not suggesting this be what you budget this

          4  year; however, I think that there's something that

          5  we should learn from that because a lot of the

          6  merchandise produced in New York is every bit as

          7  fine, every bit as high quality, as goods that are

          8  produced in Italy, and I think it's important for

          9  the future health of this industry, both

         10  manufacturing and the fashion side to the industry,

         11  to promote made in New York as something that the

         12  consumer understands as high quality, fine fashion,

         13  both for the hip downtown folks like Council Member

         14  Gerson, and the broader industry.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: We're all

         16  actually hip here, in the entire City. Let me make

         17  that clear. But thank you.

         18                 I just urge you, you know, we pass

         19  these resolutions and they're great and they're

         20  important, but I mean please take the lead in coming

         21  up with exciting and interesting events and

         22  activities perhaps in each of our districts and

         23  maybe each Councilperson, maybe you could contact

         24  each Councilperson and kind of gear or target

         25  something in each of the 51 throughout. I mean, I
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          2  certainly would be willing to work with you all on

          3  something in Lower Manhattan. I mean, you know, if

          4  you provide kind of the brains, I'll provide the

          5  braun and in the sense of helping make it happen.

          6  But it would be a shame to have a resolution and

          7  just not have something to back it up.

          8                 The last question or comment, Mr.

          9  Weingarten, you brought up the industry generally,

         10  and what we can do to anchor it here. As you know,

         11  outside of Midtown, Chinatown and the vicinity is

         12  probably the second greatest garment center within

         13  the City of New York, or one of the, and we have

         14  been meeting, and I have actually met with I think

         15  -- not I think, I've actually met with your

         16  colleagues, and we are trying to develop the idea of

         17  special manufacturing zones and buildings to

         18  establish state-of-the-art manufacturing

         19  infrastructure or buildings with state-of-the-art

         20  manufacturing infrastructures which would house

         21  viable garment businesses, manufacturing businesses

         22  with good conditions.

         23                 And, so, I hope that you know, we've

         24  had some conversations, I hope we will aggressively

         25  pursue, I just want to take the opportunity to pass
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          2  something, time is of the essence to submit

          3  proposals along those lines for the Lower Manhattan

          4  Development Corporation, which as you know, has

          5  jurisdiction, to make sure that this is included in

          6  the lower Manhattan rebuilding plans, because it

          7  would be a devastating missed opportunity if we

          8  don't do that. And you know you certainly have my

          9  support and I think we're going to be organizing a

         10  meeting on that, and we will keep you informed.

         11                 But I just want to publicly state,

         12  this has to be part of the lower Manhattan

         13  rebuilding plan, and we all need to, you know,

         14  accentuate that point and every opportunity.

         15                 MS. DWORAK: Thank you, Councilman. We

         16  have been speaking with the LMDC and they're

         17  currently aggressively working on a proposal exactly

         18  along those lines.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Great.

         20                 MS. DWORAK: So it's great that you're

         21  thinking of organizing something in the community

         22  around that topic as well.

         23                 But I entirely agree that it must be

         24  included in the plans for the redevelopment of

         25  downtown, especially any plans going forward in
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          2  terms of the future of Chinatown to think about mix,

          3  mixes of both housing and work opportunities,

          4  especially for low-income people.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Absolutely.

          6  Thank you.

          7                 Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: A question right

          9  before Council Member Clarke.

         10                 Why didn't we say made in New York

         11  City? Was there any reason for that? I'm just

         12  concerned that -- well, maybe this will make our

         13  colleagues who live outside of New York feel that a

         14  commuter tax is more appropriate since they are

         15  going to share in the benefits of our labor here;

         16  why not simply New York City?

         17                 MS. DWORAK: I think in just keeping

         18  it short. There was no -- I think most people when

         19  you're talking about fashion and you're talking

         20  about New York, they automatically, most people

         21  automatically assume we're talking about the City.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Well put. Any

         23  more and you would have gotten in big trouble with

         24  the rest of the state.

         25                 I think it's just more of an example
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          2  of our humanitarian spirit, which does not get noted

          3  much when you speak of New York hospitality.

          4                 I wanted to return to the issue of

          5  the Speaker saying that he wants Council members to

          6  go shopping, and I think that certainly most of us

          7  will, or if he says this, and all of us will if he's

          8  paying for it.

          9                 Council Member Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         11  Chair.

         12                 You actually took my question.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: What, shopping?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: That's never a

         15  question with me, but made in New York City was what

         16  I was wondering. I was wondering whether there was

         17  an industry statewide, and I raise that because of

         18  the I Love New York Campaign, and that, you know,

         19  people really associate that I Love New York

         20  Campaign with the entire state. So, you know, that

         21  was the reason I was going to raise the question,

         22  but suffice it to say, you answered it.

         23                 I do have another question about the

         24  terminology of responsible industry standards, in

         25  wondering whether there is a standard that you've
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          2  identified and what the criteria is, because I think

          3  that would be important to highlight as well,

          4  because one is responsible, as another one is

          5  irresponsible, as another one is weak responsible.

          6  So, if you could just clarify that, thanks.

          7                 MR. WEINGARTEN: Well, last year when

          8  the Council passed a law requiring the goods

          9  purchased by the City of New York not be made in

         10  sweatshops, the Council did set standards and

         11  required that goods produced in factories must pay

         12  workers at least non-poverty wage, which was defined

         13  as I think about $7.50 an hour, plus health

         14  insurance for their families, and, you know,

         15  unfortunately this is an industry, because of global

         16  competition and the structure of the industry that

         17  continually squeezes the factories who in turn

         18  squeezes the workers. And it's our job as a union,

         19  and obviously the job of the Council, which you took

         20  up last year in your purchasing law, to find ways to

         21  change the playing field so that companies that want

         22  to run responsible businesses can without getting

         23  squeezed out of business, and so that we can protect

         24  workers and enable people to support their families

         25  while they do hard work.
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          2                 Thank you for the question.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Before I see if

          4  there's any more questions, let me point special

          5  attention, draw certain attention that we have the

          6  Chair of the Subcommittee of Small Businesses with

          7  us, of course, Domenic Recchia, and we also have our

          8  Committee clerk today, I didn't mention, was William

          9  Martin, who is always standing in the back to ensure

         10  that nothing goes wrong.

         11                 Are there any further questions that

         12  anyone may have for these good people?

         13                 To me, it doesn't take a nuclear

         14  scientist to understand that New York already sets

         15  the standard for much of the fashion world, and I'll

         16  be kind and just say New York, sets that standard,

         17  and since this is true, I'm only amazed that we

         18  haven't done this years ago. So, I really

         19  congratulate everyone who has come up with this

         20  concept, and I have to draw special attention, of

         21  course, to UNITE, who is putting workers on the

         22  ground to help hand out this information, and really

         23  push that. One can call it enlightened

         24  self-interest, but you can also call it a very good

         25  public service for all people of New York.
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          2                 I believe that we should bring this

          3  question to a very quick vote. And I believe that

          4  this vote needs to happen here, and you don't even

          5  have to leave your seats, because I want you to

          6  witness this part of history.

          7                 Would you be kind enough, sir, to

          8  read what we're going to be -- I believe it should

          9  be you. The motion. Whoever has the motion in front

         10  of them, if you will read what we're going to vote

         11  on.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Resolution 574.

         13                 Whereas: New York City is the fashion

         14  capital of the United States; and

         15                 Whereas: New York City's garment

         16  industry produces some of the highest quality

         17  fashion apparel anywhere; and

         18                 Whereas: Apparel manufacturing

         19  provides jobs for tens of thousands of New Yorkers,

         20  and is a critical point of economic access for

         21  immigrant New Yorkers; and

         22                 Whereas: The events of September

         23  11th, 2001, and their aftermath severely disrupted

         24  New York City's garment industry; and

         25                 Whereas: The United States retailers
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          2  and brand manufacturers that have recommitted to

          3  placing orders in New York City's garment factories

          4  have an important commitment to the garment industry

          5  and New York's garment workers; and

          6                 Whereas: New York's fashion and

          7  retail environment attracts consumers from around

          8  the world to shop for New York fashion, which

          9  provides important benefits to New York City

         10  retailers, designers and branded manufacturers; and

         11                 Whereas: Apparel retailers receive

         12  direct benefits from New York City and New York

         13  State from the listing of the sales tax on certain

         14  apparel purchases; and

         15                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         16  New York applauds and endorses the made In New York

         17  Campaign to promote the production and purchase of

         18  New York apparel; and

         19                 Whereas: The Council praises the

         20  Garment Industry Development Corporation, UNITE,

         21  Nicole Miller, Elie Tahari, Bill Blass, Brooks

         22  Brothers and the Advisory Council of Proudly Made In

         23  New York for launching this initiative; now,

         24  therefore,

         25                 Be It Resolved, that the Council
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          2  calls on all of New York City's retailers to support

          3  clothing brand manufacturers and designers that

          4  commit to production in New York's garment factories

          5  operating under responsible industry standards; and

          6                 Be It Further Resolved, that the

          7  Council hereby designates November 29th, 2002, as

          8  Made in New York Day, to highlight companies that

          9  have committed to production in responsible New York

         10  factories and to encourage patronage of those

         11  businesses.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS:  Absolutely.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Mr. Chair, may

         16  I have a moment to explain my vote?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Yes, it's

         18  something you have to think about I'm sure.

         19                 Please, by all means.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Well, I just

         21  wanted to state that you're absolutely correct, that

         22  it's amazing that we didn't -- or that the City

         23  hadn't made this move to really enhance and

         24  highlight our garment industry, which has been a

         25  leader in the industry for so many generations, and
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          2  that it remains a vibrant part of our community, so

          3  many immigrants have come and participated and been

          4  a part of really the growth and development of their

          5  families on the foundation of this industry that it

          6  gives me great pride to be a part of this campaign.

          7                 I personally will be shopping

          8  November 29th, looking for Made In New York, and

          9  with that I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Mr. Chairman,

         12  may I be allowed to make a brief statement?

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By all means, sir.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: It's with great

         15  enthusiasm that I vote yes to this measure today.

         16                 But I would like to say I'm also in

         17  agreement that I am surprised that this has not been

         18  done before. But now that we are about to pass it, I

         19  think that I personally would like to see a

         20  sustained effort that next year and the years

         21  following in good economic times and in bad economic

         22  times, to make sure that we promote this as best we

         23  can and maybe in better financial years, you know,

         24  we may see a funding stream for this. It's something

         25  that I would certainly be supportive of, and I know
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          2  when I go shopping I will also be more conscious as

          3  to where I buy my garments during the length of your

          4  campaign and beyond.

          5                 So, Mr. Chairman, I gladly vote aye.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Well put.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

          9  excused?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: I'd be shocked

         11  if you weren't, sir.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Actually, I

         13  knew you were going to say that.

         14                 Actually, I actually do want to make

         15  a very brief personal statement, because I want to

         16  dedicate my vote in favor of this resolution to

         17  Mannie Greenberg, who was my, is recently deceased,

         18  my maternal grandfather. Like many New Yorkers, my

         19  heritage is in the garment industry, like many

         20  immigrants he first eked out his living in the

         21  sweatshops of the garment industry. He was a member

         22  of Local 10, the Cutters Union, the Cutters Local.

         23  He was one of the organizers of the local, and then

         24  went on at one point to have his own small garment

         25  business which he then lost in the depression, went
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          2  back to work to the late age of 80.

          3                 But I remember one time with him

          4  shopping, he was the only grandparent I knew growing

          5  up, and we were very close, I remember one time

          6  shopping, I forget what department store, and I

          7  remember he was looking around at the different

          8  labels. I'll never forget the sadness in his eyes

          9  when he remarked that they had all these clothing

         10  with all these labels from made all over the world,

         11  when he knew that they used to make and he used to

         12  make that clothing even better here in New York.

         13  And, so, you know, I recognize directly the

         14  importance of this industry, not only to the economy

         15  but to countless individuals and especially to new

         16  arrivals. It's important economically to our

         17  diversity of economy, but it's important to our

         18  social fabric, so in dedication to Emanuel

         19  Greenberg, Mr. Chair, and his hard work throughout

         20  all of his life, I vote yes.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Very touching,

         22  and heartfelt. Very well done, sir.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Mr. Chair, can

         25  I have a moment to explain my vote?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: By all means,

          3  sir.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Very nice words

          5  from my colleague, Mr. Gerson.

          6                 I just want to commend you, Mr.

          7  Chair, for having this hearing, and also commend

          8  both UNITE and GDIC for the really good work they

          9  do.

         10                 My grandmother actually was a

         11  seamstress in a factory in my district, and I think

         12  this is very important. It is surprising it's taken

         13  us so long to do, and I'd just like to add my voice

         14  of support. I hope this is the first step in the

         15  sustained campaign to really foster this industry in

         16  New York City because it's critical on so many

         17  levels.

         18                 And when I'm doing my holiday

         19  shopping, around December 24th, I will be sure to

         20  watch out for this and support this campaign. So, I

         21  very proudly vote yes, and thank you for your hard

         22  work.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Well put.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: With that, this

          5  motion -- I'm sorry, I'm doing your job. I'm a

          6  staunch unionist, so go ahead.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

          8  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          9  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: I do want to

         11  point out that we're joined by another New Yorker

         12  who insisted in rushing here to ensure that such an

         13  important piece of legislation had his signature on

         14  it, James Oddo. Councilman Oddo.

         15                 Then we will call this meeting to an

         16  end. I thank you very much for being here, for doing

         17  this fine job and bringing this to this point.

         18                 MR. WEINGARTEN: Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Thank you very

         20  much for the work that you're doing every day.

         21                 This meeting is now adjourned.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 2:05 p.m.)

         23
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