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TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring an application for community gardens to request collection of organic waste by the department of sanitation

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds a new section 16-308.3

INT. NO. 1126-A:	By Council Member Salaam, the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams), and Council Members Stevens, Hudson, Brannan, Williams, Abreu, Louis, Ariola, Zhuang, Schulman, Holden, Brooks-Powers, Lee, Hanif, Avilés, Farías, Narcisse, Ossé, Won, Marmorato, Vernikov, Carr and Paladino
TITLE:	A Local Law in relation to requiring the provision of official waste containers at no cost to certain residential buildings with 2 or fewer dwelling units, and providing for the repeal of such local law upon the expiration thereof

I. INTRODUCTION

On February 27, 2025, the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management (the “Committee”), chaired by Council Member Shaun Abreu, held a hearing to vote on Int. No. 498-A, sponsored by Council Member Abreu, in relation to requiring an application for community gardens to request collection of organic waste by the department of sanitation, and Int. No. 1126-A, sponsored by Council Member Yusef Salaam, in relation to requiring the provision of official waste containers at no cost to certain residential buildings with 2 or fewer dwelling units, and providing for the repeal of such local law upon the expiration thereof. The Committee heard previous versions of Int. No. 498-A and Int. No. 1126-A at a hearing on November 20, 2024, where it received testimony from representatives of the Department of Sanitation (“DSNY”), environmental advocates, and interested members of the public.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  More information about this legislation can be accessed online at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1236840&GUID=BFCE9395-0010-4D27-B2D8-31BA039D8669&Options=ID|Text|&Search=498-2024.  ] 


II. BACKGROUND
Community Gardens
	At present, approximately 31 community gardens across NYC operate as food-scrap drop-off sites for NYC residents.[footnoteRef:2] Often, volunteers and workers at community gardens process organic waste into usable compost.[footnoteRef:3] There are numerous benefits to this type of food waste recycling, such as fewer greenhouse gas emissions, the conservation of resources and biodiversity, and direct-to-community sustainability education.[footnoteRef:4] Nevertheless, some community gardens may occasionally receive more organic waste than they are able to compost. Currently, DSNY allows community gardens to request curbside collection for organic waste that is not composted on site, preventing such waste from ending up in the trash.[footnoteRef:5] [2:  Food Scrap Drop-Off, DSNY (last accessed Feb. 26, 2025), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/collection/residents/food-scrap-drop-off.page. ]  [3:  Green Living Team Unites Residents and Staff to Revive Recycling, Grow NYC (2014), available at: https://www.grownyc.org/blog/tags/compost?page=1#:~:text=GrowNYC%20collects%20food%20scraps%20and,purposes%20throughout%20the%20five%20boroughs. ]  [4:  Id.; Sustainable Management of Food Basics, U.S. E.P.A. (last accessed Feb. 26, 2025), available at: https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/sustainable-management-food-basics#:~:text=Conserving%20Resources%20and%20Reducing%20Greenhouse%20Gas%20Emissions,storing%2C%20processing%2C%20distributing%2C%20and%20preparing%20that%20food. ]  [5:  Hearing Transcript of Hearing by NYC Council Committee on Sanitation & Solid Waste Management (Nov. 20, 2024), p. 28, available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6565753&GUID=BB9F174B-5955-48B7-AD4B-980F10C9418A&Options=ID|Text|&Search=498-2024. ] 


Waste Containers
As of November 12, 2024, all properties with 1-9 residential units are required, pursuant to rules set forth by DSNY, to set out trash in bins.[footnoteRef:6] The bins are required to be 55 gallons or less, with secure lids, and must be manually brought to the set-out location on collection day, and emptied bins must be stored away from the curb between collection days.[footnoteRef:7] By June 2026, each such property will be required to use the official NYC waste bin for trash set out.[footnoteRef:8] The official NYC waste bins range in price ($53 for a 45-gallon bin and $45 for a 35-gallon bin) and come with a 10-year warranty.[footnoteRef:9] DSNY’s enforcement of these requirements began on November 12, 2024: failure to use a satisfactory bin for trash set out may result in a fine of $50 for the first offense, $100 for the second offense, and $200 for the third and subsequent offenses.[footnoteRef:10]   [6:  16 RCNY §§ 1-02.1, 1-02.5; NYC Bin FAQ, DSNY (last accessed Feb. 26, 2025), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/collection/containerization/nyc-bin-faq.page. ]  [7:  See, N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 16-120.]  [8:  16 RCNY § 1-02.5.]  [9:  NYC Bin FAQ, DSNY (last accessed Feb. 26, 2025), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/collection/containerization/nyc-bin-faq.page.]  [10:  Id. ] 


III. LEGISLATION
Int. No. 498-A would require DSNY to make available on its website an online application allowing community gardens to request curbside collection of organic waste. DSNY would be required to collect organic waste from community gardens that request such collection beginning on August 15, 2025. 
This local law would take effect on June 15, 2025.
Int. No. 1126-A would require DSNY, or other administering agency as designated by the mayor, to distribute official NYC waste bins to owners of eligible buildings. This bill would also require DSNY or the administering agency to establish and implement a program to reimburse owners of eligible buildings who purchased official NYC waste bins on or before August 1, 2026. Eligible buildings include those with up to 2 dwelling units where the building owner is enrolled in a New York STAR or Enhanced STAR tax benefit program. DSNY or the administering agency would be required to submit a report on the law’s implementation one month after the law’s expiration. 
This local law would take effect on August 1, 2025 and would be deemed repealed 13 months after the effective date. The section of the local law requiring the report would be deemed repealed upon submission of such report.


UPDATE
On Thursday, February 27, 2025, the Committee adopted Int. No. 498-A and Int. No. 1126-A by a vote of 10 in the affirmative, 0 in the negative, and 0 abstentions.
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Int. No. 498-A

By Council Members Abreu, Hanif, Gennaro, Nurse, Hanks, Ung, Marte, Schulman, Restler, Ayala, Krishnan, Cabán, Avilés, Hudson, Louis, Narcisse, Ossé and Won

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring an application for community gardens to request collection of organic waste by the department of sanitation
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 3 of title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 16-308.3 to read as follows:
§ 16-308.3 Community garden organics collection. 
a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Community garden. The term “community garden” has the same meaning as set forth in section 25-116.
Designated citywide languages. The term “designated citywide languages” has the same meaning as set forth in section 23-1101. 
b. The department shall establish an online application for a person to request the collection of organic waste from a community garden by the department in accordance with this section. Such application shall be available: (i) on the department’s website; and (ii) in all designated citywide languages.
c. On and after August 15, 2025, the department shall provide for collection of organic waste from any community garden that has submitted an online application pursuant to this section. The department shall provide for such collection at a frequency that is no less than the frequency the department provides for collection of organic waste from residential properties pursuant to section 16-308.1. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect June 15, 2025.
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Int. No. 1126-A

By Council Member Salaam, the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams), and Council Members Stevens, Hudson, Brannan, Williams, Abreu, Louis, Ariola, Zhuang, Schulman, Holden, Brooks-Powers, Lee, Hanif, Avilés, Farías, Narcisse, Ossé, Won, Marmorato, Vernikov, Carr and Paladino

..Title
A Local Law in relation to requiring the provision of official waste containers at no cost to certain residential buildings with 2 or fewer dwelling units, and providing for the repeal of such local law upon the expiration thereof
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. a. Definitions. For purposes of this local law, the following terms have the following meanings:
Administering agency. The term “administering agency” means the department of sanitation or an agency or office designated by the mayor to administer the requirements established by this local law.
Eligible building. The term “eligible building” means a residential building containing 2 or fewer dwelling units for which the owner of such building received a real property tax exemption pursuant to section 425 of the real property tax law or a school tax relief credit pursuant to subsection (eee) of section 606 of the tax law in tax year 2024 or tax year 2025.
Official waste container. The term “official waste container” means a rigid receptacle with a tight-fitting lid that an eligible building may use to set out residential waste at the curb for collection by the department of sanitation in accordance with section 1-02.5 of title 16 of the rules of the city of New York.
b. Subject to appropriation, the administering agency shall, upon request submitted to the administering agency, make available official waste containers at no cost for an eligible building, up to the number of official waste containers determined pursuant to paragraph 4 of subdivision d of this local law. 
c. Subject to appropriation, the administering agency shall establish a program to provide reimbursement, upon request submitted to the administering agency, for the purchase of official waste containers, up to the number of official waste containers determined pursuant to paragraph 4 of subdivision d of this local law. Such reimbursement program shall be available for purchases of official waste containers made prior to the effective date of this local law for up to 1 year after the effective date of this local law.
d. The administering agency shall promulgate rules as necessary to implement this local law. Such rules shall include, but not be limited to: 
1. Procedures for a person to request official waste containers at no cost; 
2. Procedures for a person to request reimbursement for purchase of official waste containers; 
3. Specifications as to which persons may request official waste containers, or reimbursement for purchase thereof, on behalf of an eligible building;
4. The number of official waste containers necessary to contain the wastes accumulated in an eligible building during a period of 72 hours based on the number of dwelling units in such eligible building; and
5. The factors used to determine the number of official waste containers in paragraph 4 of this subdivision.
§ 2. No later than October 1, 2026, the administering agency shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report on the implementation of this local law. Such report shall include, but not be limited to: (i) the number of requests for official waste containers received by the administering agency; (ii) the number of official waste containers the administering agency made available to eligible buildings pursuant to this local law; (iii) the number of requests for reimbursement for purchase of official waste containers received by the administering agency; and (iv) the number of reimbursements the administering agency made available pursuant to this local law.
§ 3. This local law takes effect August 1, 2025. Section one of this local law expires and is deemed repealed on September 1, 2026, and section two of this local law expires and is deemed repealed upon the submission of the report required by such section of this local law.
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