MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
Title:
A Local Law to amend the New York City Fire Code, in relation to remote monitoring and independent inspections of certain energy storage systems
Summary:
This legislation would require the owners of large outdoor battery energy storage systems (BESS) to provide the Fire Department of the City of New York (FDNY) with live, continuous access to system monitoring data. It would also require such systems to undergo annual inspections by a qualified, independent inspector, with the results submitted to FDNY, the Department of Buildings (DOB), and the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and made publicly available.
Purpose and Justification:
Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) are being deployed across New York City at an increasing pace as part of broader efforts to modernize the electrical grid and support renewable energy goals. While these systems may play a role in the city’s energy future, they also introduce new and evolving risks that must be addressed proactively.
Lithium-ion battery systems have been associated with fires that are difficult to extinguish, can reignite after initial suppression, and may release hazardous gases. These incidents, which have occurred in New York and across the country, often require specialized response strategies and place unique demands on first responders.
Current regulations require that BESS be monitored by private remote monitoring facilities and maintained in accordance with manufacturer specifications. However, these requirements rely heavily on systems controlled by or affiliated with the owner or operator, and do not guarantee real-time visibility for city agencies or independent verification of safety conditions.
This legislation addresses those gaps by establishing two common-sense safeguards:
First, it ensures that FDNY has direct, real-time access to critical operational data from large outdoor BESS installations. This will enhance situational awareness, allow for earlier detection of abnormal conditions, and support faster, more informed emergency response.
Second, it requires annual inspections by independent, qualified professionals who are not affiliated with the system’s owner, operator, designer, or installer. This creates an additional layer of accountability and reduces the risk of conflicts of interest in safety assessments.
Importantly, the bill also requires that the results of these inspections be made publicly available. Transparency is essential to maintaining public trust, particularly as these facilities are increasingly sited in or near residential communities.
This legislation does not seek to prohibit BESS deployment. Rather, it recognizes the reality that these systems are being built and ensures that, at a minimum, they are subject to rigorous oversight, independent review, and meaningful transparency.
Conclusion:
As New York City continues to expand its energy infrastructure, it must do so responsibly. This legislation provides a practical, targeted approach to improving safety and accountability for battery energy storage systems. It equips city agencies with better tools, strengthens oversight, and gives the public greater confidence that these facilities are being monitored and maintained to the highest standards.
For these reasons, this bill should be adopted.

