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June 13, 2000 

INT. NO. 726:




BY: Council Members Rodriguez and







Malave-Dilan; also Council Members







Fisher, O’Donovan, Robles and Wooten

TITLE:




In relation to a street name, Raul







Vasquez Jr. Place, Borough of Brooklyn.

INTENT:




This legislation would add, through the 







posting of an additional sign, the name 







“Raul Vasquez Jr. Place” on Union Street







between 3rd Avenue and 4th Avenue.

COMMENT:


The following biographical composition was provided by Raul and Yvonne

 Vasquez, the parents of Raul Vasquez Jr.


Raul Vasquez Jr. was born on November 6, 1974, in the Cumberland Hospital in Brooklyn, the first born of Raul Vasquez Sr. and Yvonne Vasquez.


In his early years, Raul Vasquez Jr. went to Pal Head Start. Then to Public School 133 and to Junior High School 51.  In 1993, Raul graduated from South Brooklyn High School.


Prior to graduation, Raul began to work at his first job at Jetro Cash and Carry, as a stock and truck loader, but left that job seeking advancement.  In 1994, his next step toward bettering his career was a job as a plumbing technician helper at Vigilante Plumbing and Heating. Raul began as a helper with the hope of one day becoming a technician.  Unfortunately his life was cut short and he was unable to accomplish this goal.


During his free time he was a devoted son and brother as well as a friend.  He was an all around pal to all of the boys and girls on Union Street where he grew up and became a man.  He was there for them when they needed someone to talk to or had a problem.  He taught them to play basketball and felt that by keeping the children occupied in worthwhile sports it would keep them away from trouble and harm.


He was loved and respected by all of the parents on Union Street where he spent most of his free time.  Raul was loved by all of the children who looked up to him.  All the business people on this street also admired him, not only because of his manners, but also for his high moral standards and his work ethic.


It is ironic that he lost his life, by a stray bullet, on that very same street on July 31, 1995.  Where he was loved and respected, he was also violated. On this street, in his loving memory, stands a mural in his honor, still there four years after his death.  Raul Vasquez Jr. is still honored and missed by all of his family members, neighbors and friends, but most of all by the children to whom he was a role model.  There is still a part of him there on Union Street, with the children he loved so dearly.  His life was short, only 20 years.  It is therefore fitting that Union Street between 3rd Avenue and 4th Avenue be named “Raul Vasquez Jr. Place” in his honor.  His parents Raul and Yvonne, a brother Saul and a sister, Tania, survived young Mr. Vasquez.


This local law shall take effect immediately.
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