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THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

Marcel Van Ooyen, Deputy Chief of Staff

COMMITTEE ON SANITATION AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

Hon. Michael E. McMahon, Chair

September 18, 2003

INT. NO. 529
By: Council Members Gennaro, McMahon, Addabbo, Avella, Comrie, Gerson, Koppell, Liu, Nelson, Sears and Weprin 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision c of Section 16-120.

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the regulation of receptacles for removal of waste material.

OVERVIEW:

On September 18, 2003 the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, chaired by Council Member Michael E. McMahon, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 529. This bill would amend subdivision c of section 16-120 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by allowing residential waste receptacles to be placed out for collection as early as one hour before sunset on the day prior to the scheduled pickup by the department.

Int. No. 529


Int. No. 529 would amend Section 16-120 as follows:


Section 16-120(c) would be amended to allow residential waste receptacles to be to be placed out for collection as early as one hour before sunset on the day prior to the scheduled pickup by the department.

Background


Currently, the Department of Sanitation (DOS), by a department rule mandates that trash receptacles cannot be placed out for pickup, on the day prior to collection, earlier than 8:00 p.m. during the summer and 5:00 p.m. during the winter. Winter is defined as November to March and Summer as April to October. See DSNY Digest of Codes: Containers, Refuse Collection and Disposal: Storage of Receptacles. There are several segments of City residents that are severely inconvenienced by the DOS’s current rule.  Various religious groups, senior citizens, and the disabled have found it increasingly burdensome to abide by these DOS Rules and receive fines when they place there garbage out before the times set by DOS. Orthodox religions may not go outside past sunset on Friday, seniors and the disabled are afraid to venture outside past sunset because of physical conditions such as poor lighting or because they fear being vulnerable to attack after dark.


The supporters of Int. No. 529 believe this bill will relieve the aforementioned problems many people have with placing garbage out for collection after sunset. Supporters also believe that using a time for placing garbage out for collection such as one our before sunset is better than having a time that would have to be periodically changed based on when sunset occurs. It is very easy for the average citizen to ascertain when sunset will occur. Every television station lists the times of sunrise and sunset as part of their weather reports during the morning and nightly news broadcasts. Every daily circulation newspaper lists the times of sunrise and sunset. Many organizations, including banks, print calendars that are distributed free of charge, for religious observers with the time of sunset printed for each day.


By codifying this rule, DOS may no longer arbitrarily change the time for putting out trashcans. In addition, as a law, citizens would have a greater awareness of the requirements for putting out trashcans than a provision that is part of a DOS codebook.
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