New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Int. No. 1466

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Lee

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to sealing
community facilities used for purposes not authorized in their certificate of occupancy

Submitted by:
Council Member Lee

Justification:
New York City’s “padlock law” is a proven abatement tool when residentially zoned properties are converted to illegal commercial or manufacturing uses. But a loophole remains: sites that hold a lawful “community facility” designation can be operated for purposes that are not the primary use authorized on their certificate of occupancy (CO) without being subject to closure—leaving agencies with only summonses and fines that many operators treat as a cost of doing business. This bill closes that loophole by expressly treating unauthorized use of a community facility as a public nuisance and authorizing the Department of Buildings (DOB) to seal such premises.

The need is not theoretical. In District 23, a community-facility property has repeatedly operated in clear contravention of the site’s intended use, generating substantial quality-of-life impacts for nearby residents. Despite more than $20,000 in paid penalties, padlock actions have failed because the law does not currently reach commercial operations conducted from a property with a lawful community-facility CO in a residential district. The result is persistent nuisance activity, disproportionate traffic and noise on residential blocks, and an uneven playing field for compliant schools, medical offices, houses of worship, and other bona fide community facilities.

By closing this gap, this legislation restores the integrity of the community-facility designation, deters repeat violators who have learned to absorb fines, and provides DOB with a calibrated tool to protect residential districts—without changing what uses are permissible under zoning or on any CO. It advances the core purpose of Article 212—abatement of public nuisances caused by illegal or unauthorized occupancies—and does so with immediate effect citywide.
