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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to allowing the taxi and limousine commission to consider improved trouble lights for use in licensed vehicles.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends paragraphs one and two of subdivision c of section 19-508 of the administrative code of the city of New York.
INTRODUCTION

On February 10, 2015, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 615-A, which would allow the Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) to consider improved trouble lights for use in licensed vehicles. The first hearing on this legislation was on January 12, 2015, at which time the Committee heard testimony from representatives of the TLC, as well as other interested advocates and stakeholders. Following the hearing, technical amendments were made to the bill. 
BACKGROUND

According to a United States Department of Labor study, taxi drivers are 20 times more likely than other workers to be murdered on the job.
 Assaults on taxi and for-hire-vehicle drivers remain a serious concern in New York City. In October 2013, a taxi driver was assaulted with a box cutter and punched by an angry passenger.
 In June 2014, a yellow taxi driver was assaulted by a passenger with a skateboard. It was reported that the driver suffered a “fractured nose, facial cuts, and swelling so severe that he can’t open his left eye.”
 In August 2014, two for-hire vehicle drivers were killed in the Bronx in separate incidents, increasing fears of violence among many of the City’s livery drivers.
 In November 2014, one livery car driver was shot and another was stabbed during two separate robberies.

The Administrative Code of the City of New York  (the Code) requires all taxis and for-hire vehicles to have “trouble lights” installed on the outside of the vehicle that a driver can activate to alert passing police officers and other drivers that they are under attack or otherwise in danger. At least one driver has alleged in a recent published report that the trouble lights are not as effective as they could be as police officers do not notice them.
 Currently, the Code requires that trouble lights be of a “lollipop” design. This bill would remove that limitation and allow TLC to designate the type of trouble light to be installed.
ANALYSIS

Section one of Proposed Int. No. 615-A would amend paragraphs one and two of subdivision c of section 19-508 of the Code. Paragraph one would be amended to add language requiring the TLC to designate by rule the type of device to be used as a trouble light. Paragraphs one and two would be amended to remove language requiring trouble lights to be “turn signal type ‘lollipop’ lights” and removing references to “bulbs.” 
Section two of Proposed Int. No. 615-A would state that the local law would take effect 90 days after its enactment into law. 
Proposed Int. No. 615-A
By Council Members Rodriguez, Chin, Dickens, Levine, Mendez, Rose and Kallos 
A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to allowing the taxi and limousine commission to consider improved trouble lights for use in licensed vehicles. 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Paragraphs one and two of subdivision c of section 19-508 of the administrative code of the city of New York are amended to read as follows:

1. For purposes of this section, the term "trouble light" shall mean a help or distress signaling light system consisting of [two turn signal type "lollipop" lights] a device or devices as  designated by the rules of the commission.

2. Every for-hire vehicle or taxicab placed into operation shall carry a minimum of two  spare [turn signal type "lollipop" lights] trouble light devices of a type approved by the commission. In the event that any authorized enforcement agent indicates to a for-hire vehicle or taxicab driver that the vehicle's trouble light is defective, such driver shall have the opportunity to return such defective trouble light to proper working order by replacing it [one or both bulbs], or by any other corrective action in the presence of such enforcement agent. If the replacement of a [bulb or bulbs] trouble light device, or any other corrective action, restores the trouble light to proper working order, no summons or notice of violation may be issued for operating a for-hire vehicle or taxicab with a defective trouble light. In the event that repair of the defective condition is not made in the presence of such enforcement agent and a summons or notice of violation is issued for a defective for-hire vehicle or taxicab trouble light, such summons or notice of violation shall be dismissed by the adjudicatory body before which such summons or notice of violation is heard if: (a) proof that repair of such defect was made within twenty-four hours of the issuance of the summons or notice of violation is provided to the adjudicatory body and (b) the vehicle was not used for hire during the period of time from when the summons or notice of violation was issued to the time the repair was made.    

§ 2. This local law shall take effect 90 days after its enactment into law.
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