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	TITLE:
	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to guidance relating to the child care program permitting process



I. INTRODUCTION
On February 11, 2026, the Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Lynn Schulman, will consider Proposed Introduction Number (“Int. No.”) 437-A, sponsored by Council Member Schulman, in relation to guidance relating to the child care program permitting process. 
On January 27, 2026, the Committee on Health heard Int. No. 437 and received testimony from the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) and interested stakeholders.
I. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
a. Proposed Int. No. 437-A
	This legislation would seek to improve transparency and accountability for the issuing of permits to child care facilities, particularly those that seek an exemption under Health Code §§ 47.41(b)–(c). Those sections limit the siting of child care facilities to only certain floors of multi-story buildings, unless additional requirements are met.[footnoteRef:2] Specifically, the Health Code provides that such exemptions “may” be allowed by DOHMH “where the Department of Buildings (DOB) and the Fire Department (FDNY) or other appropriate government entities have approved such use and the Department has approved the applicant or permittee's evacuation plan.”[footnoteRef:3] While the above specified sections of the Health Code exist for the health and safety of children, stringent requirements for child care facilities have helped to drive up costs, thereby reducing access to care for low-income families.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  N.Y.C. Health Code §§ 47.41(b)–(c), file:///H:/2022-12_10330%20Menin%20childcare%20ops%20exemptions/health-code-article47.pdf.]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  See, e.g, Kendra Hurley, CENTER FOR NEW YORK CITY AFFAIRS, New York’s Tale of Two Child Care Cities (citing to the Health Code and explaining that higher costs for infant and toddler care are driven by exacting health and safety requirements), http://www.centernyc.org/ny-tale-of-two-child-care-cities (last visited Jan. 22, 2026). ] 

	This bill would require DOHMH to provide guidance to prospective child care programs applying for a permit pursuant to Article 47 of the Health Code. The required guidance would include a visual representation of the permitting process and include information relating to any required license, approval, or permit from DOHMH or another agency, as well as the order in which licenses, approvals, or permits must be obtained. The bill would also require any guidance or updates to such guidance to be posted on relevant City websites in the designated citywide languages and submitted to the Mayor and the Council.
	Since its initial hearing, the bill was amended to require DOHMH, rather than the Board of Health, to issue child care permitting guidance in accordance with Article 47 of the Health Code. Additionally, the bill was amended to require DOHMH’s child care permitting guidance to include a visual representation of the permitting process and include information relating to any required license, approval, or permit from DOHMH or another agency, as well as the order in which licenses, approvals, or permits must be obtained. Lastly, the bill was amended to require DOHMH to post updated child care permitting guidance on City websites in the designated citywide languages, and to provide any updated guidance to the Mayor and to the Speaker of the Council.
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Proposed Int. No. 437-A

By Council Members Schulman, Narcisse and Louis

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to guidance relating to the child care program permitting process
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Chapter 13 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-1312 to read as follows: 
§ 17-1312 Guidance relating to the child care program permitting process. a. The department shall, in coordination with any other agency as it deems necessary, provide guidance to an applicant for a permit for a child care program pursuant to article 47 of the health code on the requirements for obtaining such permit. Such guidance shall include a visual representation of the process and include the following information: any required license, approval, or permit from the department or any other agency and the order in which each such license, approval, or permit must be obtained. The inadvertent failure to include any such license, approval, or permit in guidance provided pursuant to this subdivision shall not invalidate the requirement to obtain such license, approval, or permit.
b. The commissioner shall post on the department’s website, and update as necessary, the guidance required pursuant to subdivision a of this section and, as relevant, include a description of any such update or other change made to such guidance. Such guidance and updates shall be provided in the designated citywide languages defined in section 23-1101 and also be posted on any other city website where the department makes permitting information available. The department shall submit such guidance and any subsequent updates to the mayor and the speaker of the council.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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