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I. INTRODUCTION
On March 19, 2024, the Committee on Aging, chaired by Council Member Crystal Hudson, held a vote on Introduction Number 228-A (Int. No. 228-A) by Council Member Hudson, in relation to the provision of information regarding the NYC Care program to older adults. Int. No. 228-A passed with six votes in the affirmative, with no nays or abstentions.
On February 27, 2024, the Committee on Aging heard this legislation and received testimony from the New York City (“NYC” or “City”) Department for the Aging (“DFTA”), Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs (“MOIA”), providers of and advocates for immigrant and aging services, advocacy organizations, and other interested stakeholders and members of the public.
II. BACKGROUND
a. RECENT HISTORY OF IMMIGRANTS IN NYC
Nearly 40 percent of the City’s population are immigrants[footnoteRef:2] who hail from more than 150 countries.[footnoteRef:3] It is believed that approximately six-in-ten New Yorkers are either immigrants or the children of immigrants.[footnoteRef:4] Immigration has played a key role in the City’s recent history. As of 2015, “[s]ince 1970, the number of immigrants (and their share of the City’s population) has more than doubled.”[footnoteRef:5] In the 1980s and 1990s, increasing in-migration helped grow NYC’s population following a net migration loss of 429,000 people between 1975 and 1980 amidst NYC’s fiscal crisis.[footnoteRef:6] The majority of in-migrants in the 1980s and 1990s “came from abroad, a cumulative effect of the 1965 Immigration Act.”[footnoteRef:7] “Between 2000 and 2011, the foreign-born population in the city increased by 195,600 or 7 percent, from 2.87 million to 3.1 million.”[footnoteRef:8] After the City’s immigrant population peaked at 3.2 million in 2015,[footnoteRef:9] the City experienced a decline of about 75,000 immigrant residents in 2018, potentially attributable to the indirect effects of the immigration policies of then-President Donald Trump.[footnoteRef:10] Since then, the City’s immigrant population has steadily increased since 2019.[footnoteRef:11]  Most recently, since April 2022, more than 200,149 migrants have come to New York State (“NYS” or “State”), most of them to NYC, seeking asylum and other forms of immigration relief.[footnoteRef:12] [2:  NEW YORK CITY MAYOR’S OFFICE OF IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, 2022 Report on New York City’s Immigrant Population and Initiatives of the Office (2023) at 9, available at
 https://www.nyc.gov/assets/immigrants/downloads/pdf/MOIA_WeLoveImmigrantNYC_AR_2023_final.pdf.]  [3:  New York City Comptroller Scott M. Stringer, “Our Immigrant Population Helps Power NYC Economy,” Bureau of Budget, January 2017 at 4, available at https://comptroller.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/documents/Our-Immigrant-Population-Helps-Power-NYC-Economy.pdf. ]  [4:  NEW YORK CITY MAYOR’S OFFICE OF IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, 2021 Annual Report, Mar. 24, 2022, at 8, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/immigrants/downloads/pdf/MOIA-2021-Report.pdf. ]  [5:  Thomas P. DiNapoli, “The Role of Immigrants in the New York City Economy,” November 2015, available at https://www.osc.ny.gov/files/reports/osdc/pdf/report-7-2016.pdf. ]  [6:  NYC Planning, “Intro Brief: Migration to and from NYC,” August 2017, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/dcp-priorities/data-expertise/migration-info-brief.pdf. ]  [7:  Id.]  [8:  NYC Planning, “Chapter 2: Growth and Composition of the Immigrant Population,” The Newest New Yorkers: Characteristics of the City’s Foreign-Born Population,” 2013 Edition, December 2013, at 12, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/planning-level/nyc-population/nny2013/nny_2013.pdf. ]  [9:  NEW YORK CITY MAYOR’S OFFICE OF IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, 2021 Annual Report, Mar. 24, 2022, at 12, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/immigrants/downloads/pdf/MOIA-2021-Report.pdf.]  [10:  NEW YORK CITY MAYOR’S OFFICE OF IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, Annual Report (Calendar year 2019), (March 2020) at 15, https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/immigrants/downloads/pdf/MOIA-Annual-Report-for-2019.pdf.]  [11:  NEW YORK CITY MAYOR’S OFFICE OF IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, 2022 Report on New York City’s Immigrant Population and Initiatives of the Office (2023) at 14, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/immigrants/downloads/pdf/MOIA_WeLoveImmigrantNYC_AR_2023_final.pdf.]  [12:  Keith Collins, Raúl Vilchis and Olivia Bensimon, “Making a Home and Avoiding Deportation in New York City,” The New York Times, Nov. 21, 2023, available at
 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/11/21/nyregion/migrant-pathways.html. ] 

b. OLDER IMMIGRANTS IN NYC
Immigrants make up the majority of NYC’s 65-and-older population;[footnoteRef:13] 23 percent of the 3.1 million immigrants who call NYC home are age 65 or older.[footnoteRef:14] As of 2019, 37.3 percent of New Yorkers were foreign-born, of which 27 percent were naturalized citizens, while 13.4 percent were green card holders or other statuses, and 1.9 percent were undocumented.[footnoteRef:15] As a group, naturalized citizens are more likely to have lived in the United States (U.S.) 20 years or more than those immigrants that have not sought naturalization.[footnoteRef:16]  [13:  Winnie Hu and Jeffrey E. Singer, “Many Older Immigrants in New York Are Struggling: ‘I Have No Future,’” The New York Times, Jan. 13, 2024, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/13/nyregion/older-immigrants-retirement.html. ]  [14:  NEW YORK CITY MAYOR’S OFFICE OF IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, 2022 Annual Report (2023) at 14-15, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/immigrants/downloads/pdf/MOIA_WeLoveImmigrantNYC_AR_2023_final.pdf. ]  [15:  NEW YORK CITY MAYOR’S OFFICE OF IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, Annual Report (Calendar year 2019), (March 2020), https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/immigrants/downloads/pdf/MOIA-Annual-Report-for-2019.pdf.]  [16:  Id.] 

	Over the past decade, according to the Center for an Urban Future, NYC’s older adult population has become more diverse than ever.[footnoteRef:17] The population rate of immigrant older adults in the City is growing faster than that of native-born older adults.[footnoteRef:18] Across the five boroughs, the older immigrant population increased by 49 percent, and in Staten Island, it grew by 67 percent, which is the fastest rate in NYC and the second-fastest among all counties in the State.[footnoteRef:19] Today, older immigrants make up 31 percent of all older adults on Staten Island.[footnoteRef:20] In Queens, the older immigrant population increased by 60 percent compared to the U.S.-born older adult population, which increased 14 percent.[footnoteRef:21] Brooklyn’s older adult population growth is largely driven by the 46 percent growth in the older immigrant population, which increased 24 percent over the past decade.[footnoteRef:22] Immigrants currently comprise 58 percent of Brooklyn’s older adult population.[footnoteRef:23] In Manhattan, the older immigrant population increased by 43 percent, compared to the 27 percent increase among U.S.-born older adults.[footnoteRef:24] Immigrants comprise 40 percent of Manhattan’s older adult population, which is the third highest share of any county in the State.[footnoteRef:25] In the Bronx, the older immigrant population increased by 30 percent over the past decade.[footnoteRef:26] Meanwhile, the number of Black, Hispanic, and Asian older adults has outpaced the older white population.[footnoteRef:27] Queens, for example, has the second-most diverse older adult population in the State: 35 percent are white while 25 percent are Asian, 20 percent are Hispanic, and 16 percent are Black.[footnoteRef:28]  [17:  Jonathan Bowles, Eli Dvorkin & Charles Shaviro, Keeping Pace with an Aging New York State, Center for an Urban Future (Jan. 2023), accessible at https://nycfuture.org/research/keeping-pace-with-an-aging-new-york-state.]  [18:  Jonathan Bowles, Eli Dvorkin & Charles Shaviro, Keeping Pace with an Aging New York State, Center for an Urban Future (Jan. 2023), accessible at https://nycfuture.org/research/keeping-pace-with-an-aging-new-york-state.]  [19:  Id.]  [20:  Id.]  [21:  Id.]  [22:  Id.]  [23:  Id.]  [24:  Id.]  [25:  Id.]  [26:  Id.]  [27:  Id.]  [28:  Id.] 

	Immigrant groups with the fastest growing populations of older adults are also among the poorest in the State.[footnoteRef:29] While the statewide poverty rate for older immigrants is 17.5 percent – a decrease from 19.3 percent in 2011 – poverty rates have increased in several parts of the State.[footnoteRef:30] This includes Staten Island, where the poverty rate among older immigrants increased from 8.4 percent in 2011 to 13.5 percent in 2021 and the Bronx, where the poverty rate among older immigrants increased from 25.1 percent in 2011 to 29.8 percent in 2021.[footnoteRef:31]  [29:  Id.]  [30:  Id.]  [31:  Id.] 

III. NYC DEPARTMENT FOR THE AGING
In a 2017 letter to older New York immigrants, DFTA and MOIA assert that they are “committed to maintaining the diversity and inclusion upon which New York City was built.”[footnoteRef:32] Further, the agencies highlight the City’s strong policies to protect private information, including immigration status, consistent with law and DFTA’s policies.[footnoteRef:33] For example, staff at older adult centers may not ask about immigration status except to assess eligibility for benefits and answering the question is completely voluntary.[footnoteRef:34] All New Yorkers, regardless of immigration status, can access DFTA and City services.[footnoteRef:35] More specifically, DFTA offers several services and programming that aim to promote social inclusion, enhance quality of life, and address the unique challenges faced by immigrant older adults in NYC. Some of these services include: [32:  NYC Department for the Aging, Letter to Older New York Immigrants (Apr. 2017), accessible at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dfta/about/letter-to-older-new-york-immigrants.page. ]  [33:  Id.]  [34:  Id.]  [35:  Id.] 

· Language Access. DFTA provides language access services so that immigrant older adults can access programming and services in their preferred language. This may include interpretation services and translated materials.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  NYC Department for the Aging, Department for the Aging (DFTA) Language Access Policy and Plan (May 2021), accessible at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/dfta/downloads/pdf/about/LanguageAccessImplementationPlan0521.pdf. ] 

· Immigrant Outreach and Education. DFTA conducts outreach and education initiatives targeting immigrant communities to increase awareness about available services and resources. This may involve community workshops, information sessions, and partnerships with community-based organizations.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  NYC Department for the Aging, NYC Aging General Program Standards of Operation (Jan. 2023), accessible at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/dfta/downloads/pdf/community/General-Program-Standards-v02-01-2023.pdf.] 

· Older Adult Centers. DFTA funds and supports older adult centers across the five boroughs that offer various programming and activities catering to the diverse needs and interests of older adults, including immigrant older adults.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  NYC Department for the Aging, Older Adult Centers (n.d.), accessible at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dfta/services/older-adult-center.page. ] 

· Case Management Services. DFTA-funded case management agencies assist immigrant older adults in accessing a range of supportive services, including healthcare, housing assistance, legal aid, and benefits enrollment.[footnoteRef:39] [39:  NYC Department for the Aging, In-Home Services, Case Management (n.d.), accessible at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dfta/services/in-home-services.page. ] 

· Cultural Competency Training. DFTA provides cultural competency training to staff and service providers to ensure sensitivity to the unique cultural backgrounds and preferences of immigrant older adults.[footnoteRef:40] [40:  NYC Department for the Aging, NYC Aging General Program Standards of Operation (Jan. 2023), accessible at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/dfta/downloads/pdf/community/General-Program-Standards-v02-01-2023.pdf. ] 

· Immigrant-specific Programs. DFTA may fund or collaborate with community-based organizations to develop and implement programs specifically tailored to the needs of immigrant older adults. Such programs may focus on topics like immigration rights, citizenship assistance, acculturation, and intergenerational activities.[footnoteRef:41] [41:  Id.] 

· Nutrition Services. DFTA-funded nutrition programs, such as congregate meals at older adult centers and home-delivered meals, are often designed to ensure that immigrant older adults have access to nutritious food options that align with their cultural preferences and dietary needs.[footnoteRef:42] [42:  Hunter College New York City Food Policy Center, Testimony to City Council: Home Delivered and Emergency Meal Services for Seniors through DFTA’s HDM Program and GetFoodNYC (Sept. 24, 2021), accessible at https://www.nycfoodpolicy.org/testimony-home-delivered-and-emergency-meal-services-for-seniors/. ] 




IV. NYC MAYOR’S OFFICE OF IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS
MOIA is tasked with responsibilities related to the immigrant residents of NYC.[footnoteRef:43] This includes providing advice and assistance to the city’s agencies and administration on immigrant-related policies and programs, tracking and advocating on state and federal policies affecting immigrants, conducting outreach to immigrant communities to improve access to city services, and facilitating access to immigration legal services.[footnoteRef:44] Some of the services coming directly from MOIA, or funded by MOIA, include English language learning through We Speak NYC, [footnoteRef:45]  legal service access through Action NYC[footnoteRef:46] and the Asylum Seeker Legal Assistance Network,[footnoteRef:47] and support for Haitian New Yorkers through the Haitian Response Initiative.[footnoteRef:48]  MOIA also facilitates immigrant rights workshops through immigrant-serving organizations.[footnoteRef:49] MOIA’s website also points to a number of city initiatives and programs that are beneficial and available to immigrants, regardless of their immigration status.[footnoteRef:50] This includes food assistance services, housing services, and disaster assistance services. [footnoteRef:51] Relevant to older immigrants, MOIA flags food assistance for seniors[footnoteRef:52] and lotteries for affordable residences, including senior residences.[footnoteRef:53] It is unclear if MOIA has performed outreach or introduced initiatives specific to older immigrants, but in 2017, DFTA and MOIA released a joint letter for older New York immigrants making clear that DFTA older adult centers are available to immigrants, regardless of immigration status. [footnoteRef:54]    [43:  NYC Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs. About MOIA. NYC.GOV. Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/about/about.page. [Accessed on February 20, 2024]. ]  [44:  Id.  ]  [45:  NYC Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs. We Speak NYC. NYC.GOV Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/language-needs/we-speak-nyc.page [Accessed on February 24, 2024];  ]  [46:  NYC Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs. Immigration Legal Services. NYC. GOV. Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/legal-resources/immigration-legal-services.page. [Accessed on February 20, 2024]. ]  [47:  Abruzzese, Rob., “NYC Launches Asylum Seeker Legal Assistance Network.” Brooklyn Eagle. (August 10, 2023). Available at: https://brooklyneagle.com/articles/2023/08/10/nyc-launches-asylum-seeker-legal-assistance-network-with-5m-investment/.]  [48:  NYC Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs. Resources for Haitian New Yorkers: MOIA Haitian Response Initiative. NYC.GOV. Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/legal-resources/haitian-response-initiative.page. [Accessed on February 20, 2024]. ]  [49:  NYC Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs. Immigrant Rights Workshops (IRWs). NYC.GOV. Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/legal-resources/immigrant-rights-workshops.page. [Accessed on February 20, 2024]. ]  [50:  NYC Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs. Resources for Immigrant New Yorkers. NYC.GOV. Available at:  https://www.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/city-services/basic-care.page. [Accessed on February 20, 2024]. ]  [51:  https://www.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/city-services/basic-care.page ]  [52:  NYC Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs. Food Assistance. NYC.GOV. Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/city-services/food-assistance.page. [Accessed on February 20, 2024].  ]  [53:  NYC Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs. Housing. NYC.GOV. Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/city-services/housing.page. [Accessed on February 20, 2024].  ]  [54:  NYC Department for the Aging. Letter to Older New York Immigrants. NYC.GOV. (April 2017). Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dfta/about/letter-to-older-new-york-immigrants.page ] 

V. NYC CARE
NYC Care is a health care access program that guarantees low-cost and no-cost services offered by NYC Health + Hospitals (H+H) to New Yorkers in all five boroughs who do not qualify for or cannot afford health insurance based on federal guidelines.[footnoteRef:55] Launched in 2019 by Mayor Bill de Blasio, NYC Care is the largest health care access program in the U.S. to guarantee health care and is available regardless of immigration status or ability to pay.[footnoteRef:56] As of February 2024, 125,000 individuals are enrolled in NYC Care.[footnoteRef:57] On February 7, 2024, MOIA hosted an immigrant media roundtable with H+H and the Mayor’s Public Engagement Unit to highlight NYC Care’s 125,000 enrollment milestone.[footnoteRef:58] H+H further announced that NYC Care will support efforts to inform New Yorkers of a new health insurance option for undocumented immigrants over 65.[footnoteRef:59] This new insurance is through Medicaid Managed Care plans, with a carved-out Fee-for-Service pharmacy benefit.[footnoteRef:60] [55:  N.Y.C. Health + Hospitals, About NYC Care, https://www.nyccare.nyc/about/. [Accessed on February 21, 2024]. ]  [56:  Id.]  [57:  N.Y.C. Health + Hospitals, Press Releases: NYC Health + Hospitals’ NYC Care Reaches 125,000 Members (Feb. 7, 2024), https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/pressrelease/nyc-health-hospitals-nyc-care-reaches-125000-members/. [Accessed on February 21, 2024]. ]  [58:  N.Y.C. Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs, Newsroom: MOIA Joined NYC Health + Hospitals & The Mayor's Public Engagement Unit for an Immigrant Media Roundtable to Announce NYC Care Reaching 125,000 Members (Feb. 7, 2024), 
https://www.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/about/press-releases/nyc-care-reaching-125000-members.page. [Accessed on February 21, 2024].]  [59:  Id.]  [60:  Id.] 

VI. ISSUES AND CONCERNS FOR OLDER IMMIGRANTS
a. SAFETY NET ACCESS
While Social Security and Medicare have been responsible for keeping many older adults out of poverty, these programs are less accessible to immigrant older adults.[footnoteRef:61] The Social Security Administration finds that workers who have immigrated to the U.S. are likely to receive lower benefits than native-born workers. Because Social Security requires 40 quarters of covered earnings before an individual is eligible to receive any benefits, many immigrants may not meet eligibility requirements.[footnoteRef:62] According to the Center for an Urban Future, the City’s older adult population will continue to grow more linguistically and ethnically diverse but will also be poorer with less access to financial safety nets.[footnoteRef:63] [61:  Suzanne Travers, Aging in New York: City Wrestles with Poverty Among Seniors, City Limits (June 25, 2015), http://citylimits.org/2015/06/25/nyc-wrestles-with-poverty-among-seniors/. ]  [62:  Social Security: Office of Retirement and Disability Policy, Perspectives: Immigrants and Retirement Resources, Vol. 74 No. 1, 2014, available at https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/ssb/v74n1/v74n1p27.html. ]  [63:  Jonathan Bowles, Eli Dvorkin & Charles Shaviro, Keeping Pace with an Aging New York State, Center for an Urban Future (Jan. 2023), accessible at https://nycfuture.org/research/keeping-pace-with-an-aging-new-york-state.] 

b. SOCIAL ISOLATION AND MENTAL HEALTH  
Social bonds for older adults are crucial for healthy aging.[footnoteRef:64] The importance of social interactions is particularly true for older immigrants.[footnoteRef:65] The relationships available through neighborhoods, religious institutions, family, and friends are vital for the health and wellbeing of immigrants, and older adult immigrants typically rely on these “close-knit social networks” more than older native-born adults.[footnoteRef:66] Social engagement is important for older immigrants but must be accessible both culturally and linguistically to be effective.[footnoteRef:67] It is equally important to understand immigration history and status to effectively respond to mental health problems for older immigrants. [footnoteRef:68] For older adults with undocumented status, studies suggest that chronic psychosocial stressors such as financial insecurity, acculturative stress, and limited access to healthcare contribute to mental health problems.[footnoteRef:69] Studies also suggest that older refugees, in particular, significantly struggle with mental health.[footnoteRef:70] Mental health concerns for older immigrants are complicated by social isolation.[footnoteRef:71] For recently arrived immigrants arriving to New York City in the influx of the last two years, their wellbeing is complicated further by their residence in the city’s temporary shelter system.[footnoteRef:72] Low-to-the-ground beds and limited access to health services were some of the documented problems for newly arrived older immigrants and as of January 7, 2024, at least 110 immigrants aged 65 or older live in these shelters.[footnoteRef:73] [64:  Maron, Dina Fine. “Ít’s not your life span you need to worry about. It’s your health span.” National Georgraphic. (January 19, 2024). Available at: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/premium/article/live-better-longer-healthspan.]  [65:  Rote, Sunshine, and Kyriakos Markides. “Aging, Social Relationships, and Health among Older Immigrants.” Generations: Journal of the American Society on Aging 38, no. 1 (2014): 51–57. https://www.jstor.org/stable/26556029.]  [66:  Id.]  [67:  Id. ]  [68:  Id. ]  [69:  Garcini, Luz Maria, Vyas Sarabu, Elizabeth Buchwald, Lauren Rahman, and Jin Yan. “Aging and Immigration Nexus: health Ramifications for Older Adults with Undocumented Legal Status.” Rice University’s Baker Institute for Public Policy. (Dec. 7, 2023). Available at: https://www.bakerinstitute.org/research/aging-and-immigration-nexus-health-ramifications-older-adults-undocumented-legal-status. ]  [70:  Supra note 49 (Bei Wu)]  [71:  Wu, Bei. “New Older Immigrants in the U.S.: Challenges, Coping, and Intervention Strategies.” Generations American Society on Aging. (March 23, 2022). Available at: https://generations.asaging.org/new-older-immigrants-us]  [72:  Daniel Parra, “In City’s Tent Shelter for Immigrants, Illness and Aging Pose Challenges,” City Limits, Jan. 30, 2024, available at https://citylimits.org/2024/01/30/in-citys-tent-shelter-for-immigrants-illness-and-aging-pose-challenges/.]  [73:  Id. ] 

VII. FINANCE
In Fiscal Year (Fiscal) 2024, the Council allocated $29 million to community-based organizations to support older adults, of which $5.7 million is specifically targeted for immigrant older adults. The Council funds two initiatives dedicated to supporting immigrant older adults in the City. The first initiative, “Elie Wiesel Holocaust Survivors,” is funded at $4.2 million in Fiscal 2024 and supports Holocaust survivors who are below the poverty line by offering a range of social services to maintain and improve their quality of life. The second initiative, “Older Adult Clubs for Immigrant Populations,” is funded at $1.5 million in Fiscal 2024 and provides operational support to culturally competent and linguistically accessible older adult clubs not affiliated with NYC Aging, and programmatic support for NYC Aging older adult clubs that predominantly serve immigrant older adults. Both initiatives support community-based organizations that serve older adult immigrant populations. Additionally, while the Council’s other older adult initiatives aren’t specifically dedicated to immigrants, they also provide support to community-based organizations that serve older adults who are immigrants. [footnoteRef:74] [74:  Fiscal 2024 Schedule C, June 30, 2023, pages 136-152, see: https://council.nyc.gov/budget/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2023/08/Fiscal-2024-Schedule-C-Merge-Final.pdf. ] 

VIII. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Int. No. 228-A
This bill would require DFTA to make information available to older adults about NYC Care. DFTA would be required to ensure that such information describes the NYC Care initiative and provides eligibility guidelines for the initiative. This information would be provided to older adults in paper form and made available at all locations where DFTA or DFTA-contracted entities provide services to clients. Such information would include a statement that eligibility to participate in NYC Care is not based on immigration status, and that support services are offered through NYC Care, including access to social workers and care coordinators that connect eligible individuals with housing, legal services, financial assistance, and food assistance.
Since being heard, the bill received technical edits, and was further amended to clarify that NYC Care provides low or no-cost primary care to income-eligible New York City residents, and that eligibility for NYC Care is not based on immigration status.





Int. No. 228-A
 
By Council Members Hudson, Farías, Stevens, Brooks-Powers, Schulman, Mealy and Avilés
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the provision of information regarding the NYC Care program to older adults
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 2 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-214 to read as follows:
§ 21-214 Provision of information regarding initiatives to provide low or no-cost primary health care to income-eligible New York city residents. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Client. The term “client” means an older adult to whom direct services are provided by the department or by a person that contracts with the department to provide such services.
NYC care initiative. The term “NYC care initiative” means the health care access program operated by the New York city health and hospitals corporation to provide low or no-cost primary care to income-eligible New York city residents, or any such successor program.
b. The department shall make available to all clients information regarding the NYC care initiative. Such information shall describe the NYC care initiative and provide eligibility guidelines for such initiative. The department shall make such information available to clients in paper form at all locations where the department, or a person contracting with the department, provides services to clients. Such information shall, at minimum, include:
1. A statement that eligibility to participate in the NYC care initiative is not based on immigration status; and
2. Information regarding support services offered through the NYC care initiative, including, as applicable, access to social workers and care coordinators that connect eligible individuals with housing, legal services, financial assistance, and food assistance.
c. The department shall post, and update as necessary, the information required by subdivision b of this section on the department's website and shall post a link to such information on the 311 citizen center website. The department shall make such information available in the designated citywide languages as defined in section 21-211.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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