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BILL NUMBER: S7289A
 
SPONSOR: GOUNARDES

 
TITLE OF BILL:
 
An act to amend the general municipal law, in relation to including
thyroid cancer in the list of cancers presumed to be incurred in the
performance of duty for purposes of disability retirement
 
 
PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL:
 
To add thyroid cancer to the list of cancer presumptions granted to New
York City firefighters for accidental disability pension purposes.
 
 
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:
 
Section one of this bill amends section 207-kk of the General Municipal
Law to add cancers of the endocrine system to the list of impairments of
health deemed to be incurred in the performance and discharge of duty
unless the contrary be proven by competent evidence.
 
Section two sets the effective date.
 
 
JUSTIFICATION:
 
Section 207-kk of General Municipal Law creates an accidental disability
presumption for New York City firefighters for a series of cancers,
including lymphatic, digestive, hematological, urinary, neurological,
breast, reproductive, prostate, and melanoma. The law says that any New
York City firefighter who showed no evidence of such cancer at the
beginning of their career but received a diagnosis at the point of
retirement shall be presumed to have developed the disease as a result
of their performance and discharge of duty unless the contrary can be
proven by competent evidence. This section of law was last amended in
2019 with Ch. 250 to add a five-year lookback, a nod to the significant-
ly higher exposure risk that firefighters face compared to the general
population and the amount of time it frequently takes for symptoms of
cancer to metastasize.
 
In July 2022, the World Health Organization (WHO)'s cancer division,
known as the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), offi-
cially reclassified firefighting as a Group 1 carcinogenic profession,
making it just as likely as tobacco and benzene to cause cancer in
humans.Firefighters routinely encounter a range of hazardous substances
during fire suppression and overhaul, including products of wood, coal,
and diesel fuel which are known carcinogens, as well as smoke which is a
complex mixture of cancer-causing materials. Known exposure to materials
linked specifically to thyroid cancer include dioxins, formaldehyde,
diesel exhaust, lead/manganese/cadmium, ultrafine particulate PM2.5,
benzene, polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDE) flame retardants, PCBs,
and solvents.
 
A trove of research has emerged in the past few years linking firefight-
ing specifically to endocrine system cancers such as thyroid cancer. A
recent study from the American Journal of Industrial Medicine, for exam-
ple, examined over 100,000 career Florida firefighters over 34 years. It
found that male firefighters were 2.17 times more likely to develop
thyroid cancer than the general population, with female firefighters
2.42 times more likely (Lee DJ, Koru-Sengul T, Hernandez MN, et al.
Cancer risk among career male and female Florida firefighters: Evidence
from the Florida Firefighter Cancer Registry (1981-2014). Am J Ind Med.
2020;63(4):285-299.). An International Journal of Cancer study found
that firefighters were at 22% higher risk of developing thyroid cancer
(Jalilian H, Ziaei M, Weiderpass E, Rueegg CS, Khosravi Y, Kjaerheim K.
Cancer incidence and mortality among firefighters. Int J Cancer.
2019;145(10):2639-2646.). Seven other states provide a statutory thyroid
cancer presumption for public firefighters, including Arkansas, Dela-
ware, Florida, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, and South Carolina. An addi-
tional five states, California, Illinois, Minnesota, New Hampshire, and
Ohio, offer presumptions for any occupational cancer def ined by the
IARC, which now includes thyroid. Furthermore, five Canadian provinces
and territories have adopted thyroid cancer presumptions.
 
This bill adds thyroid cancer to our state's presumption law for New
York City firefighters, following the precedent of 12 other states and
the WHO's International Agency for Research on Cancer. The science is
clear - our state's heroic career firefighters are significantly more
likely to develop thyroid cancer as a result of their regular, sustained
exposure to toxic fumes, smoke, and dust.  Making it easier for fire-
fighters who have made the ultimate sacrifice to qualify for an acci-
dental disability pension is the least we can do in return for their
decades of heroic public service.
 
 
PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:
 
None
 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
 
See bill
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:
Immediate

