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          2                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Good morning.

          3  Welcome to this hearing on the State and Federal

          4  Legislation Committee.  We are going to officially

          5  open up this hearing and we are going to hold off

          6  until we get some more members to come upstairs from

          7  other official business.

          8                 This is the State and Federal

          9  Legislation Committee. I am Joel Rivera, Chair of

         10  the Committee.

         11                 First, I would like to introduce my

         12  members, the members that are here today.  We have

         13  Erik Dilan to my left, and we have to my right, on

         14  the far right, Council member Maria Baez, and then

         15  Council member Helen Sears from Queens.

         16                 Today we are voting on two SLRs, and

         17  two Preconsidered SLRs, and we are also voting on a

         18  resolution honoring the life of a Nuyorican poet and

         19  playwright Pedro "El Reverendo" Pietri.  Born in

         20  Ponce, Puerto Rico, Pedro Pietri lived most of his

         21  life in New York City.  He wrote poetry and plays,

         22  some of which have been presented in off- Broadway

         23  theaters.  His text illustrated the literature of

         24  protest and denunciation that characterized the work

         25  of Nuyorican writers who address in their literature
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          2  to Puerto Rican leaders, in order to raise

          3  consciousness of social and political oppression

          4  within American society.

          5                 Pietri is perhaps best known for his

          6  epic poem, "Puerto Rican Obituary".  As a

          7  representative of the literature of poetism

          8  Nuyorican culture, Pedro Pietri's work is a strong

          9  denunciation of the American system and of western

         10  capitalism.

         11                 Pedro Pietri passed away March 3rd,

         12  2004.

         13                 The first SLR, SLR 30, would

         14  establish a twenty- year retirement program for

         15  members of the New York City's Employment Retirement

         16  System (NYCERS) who are employed as investigators by

         17  District Attorney's offices in New York City.  While

         18  these investigators risk their lives every day, just

         19  like other law enforcement officers in New York

         20  City, they are not currently entitled to a twenty-

         21  year retirement program.  This bill would remedy

         22  that inequity.

         23                 We have also been joined by Council

         24  member Joe Addabbo as well.

         25                 The second SLR on which we are voting
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          2  today is SLR 51.  This bill would amend the

          3  surrogate courts procedure act, to permit the City

          4  to remedy the current situation where employees of

          5  public administrators often receive higher

          6  compensation than that of the public administrator.

          7                 The Preconsidered SLR which

          8  corresponds to S.6430 and A.9610-A, would extend the

          9  current partial abatement of real property taxes for

         10  cooperative apartments and condominiums for the

         11  City's fiscal years 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008.

         12  Those abatements are twenty- five percent for units

         13  and buildings with average unit assessment

         14  evaluations of $15,000 or less, and 17.5 percent for

         15  units and buildings with average unit assessment

         16  evaluations greater than $15,000.

         17                 The final Preconsidered SLR, which

         18  corresponds to S.6190 and A.9798 would provide

         19  probation officers with the same retirement benefit

         20  available to other law enforcement officers in the

         21  state.  Specifically, the bill would entitle New

         22  York City probation officers to retire after twenty-

         23  five years of service with no reduction in their

         24  retirement benefits based on age.

         25                 In addition to these bills, we will
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          2  also be voting on Resolution Number 208, honoring

          3  the life, again, of the Nuyorican Poet and

          4  Playwright Pedro "El Reverendo" Pietri.

          5                 Before I ask the clerk to call the

          6  vote, do any members have any comments on any of the

          7  bills the Committee is considering today?

          8                 Before we get comments from the

          9  members, we are going to first hear from Deborah

         10  Gaines from the Mayors Office of Labor Relations,

         11  and we know you were here on time, so thank you for

         12  your patience.

         13                 MS. GAINES:  Thank you, good morning

         14  Mr. Chairman, and members of the Committee.

         15                 My name is Deborah Gaines, and I am

         16  the Deputy General Counsel for the New York City's

         17  Mayor's Office of Labor Relations.

         18                 I am here today to testify on SLR

         19  Number 30 and Preconsidered SLR, regarding probation

         20  officers.

         21                 As you have already stated, SLR

         22  Number 30 would provide a twenty-year retirement

         23  benefit for detective investigators employed in the

         24  offices of the district attorneys within the City of

         25  New York.  Presconsidered SLR would provide
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          2  probation officers with a twenty- five year

          3  retirement benefit, irrespective of age.

          4                 The Administration opposes both of

          5  these bills.  We have provided the Committee with

          6  copies of our memorandums in opposition concerning

          7  these bills which we have already submitted to the

          8  state legislature.

          9                 In short, the City opposes these

         10  pension bills because we believe they circumvent the

         11  collective bargaining process.

         12                 While pension changes do require a

         13  state legislation, and in this case a Home Rule

         14  message, the City believes that joint support for

         15  this type of legislation between the City and the

         16  effective unions should be obtained as a result of

         17  the collective bargaining process.

         18                 In this way, the parties can have a

         19  meaningful discussion of the details of the bill,

         20  especially the cost impact which would be part of an

         21  overall economic settlement, and also as you know,

         22  legislation can have unintended consequences and,

         23  therefore, we should think it should be considered

         24  the affect on the agencies involved.  Passage of

         25  legislation like the bills before you, denies the
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          2  party this opportunity to discuss and reach

          3  agreement on these important details.

          4                 Lastly, but in no way less

          5  importantly, the City opposes these bills based on

          6  their cost.  These are difficult fiscal times and we

          7  believe it is extremely imprudent to provide costly

          8  pension benefits, pension enhancements.  While I am

          9  not a budget expert, and as I have said before, we

         10  have not had the time or really had any discussions

         11  with the unions regarding the costs of these

         12  proposals, it is obvious just from the face of it

         13  that they will cost the City additional money.

         14                 As I understand it, these bills call

         15  for additional member contributions, we have no way

         16  to determine at this point whether these additional

         17  contributions would be sufficient to cover the cost

         18  of the bills.  And, for all those reasons, the City

         19  opposes these bills, and again I would respectfully

         20  refer you to our memorandums of opposition for more

         21  detailed discussion and analysis of our position.

         22                 Thank you for the opportunity to

         23  testify here today, and if I can, I would be happy

         24  to answer any questions.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you, do we
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          2  have any questions from the committee members here

          3  today?  No, thank you very much.

          4                 MS. GAINES:  Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you, take

          6  care.

          7                 Do we have any one else today that

          8  would be interested in submitting some testimony?

          9                 Just please step forward.  Did you

         10  sign the sheet with the Sergeant- of- Arms?  Okay,

         11  the Sergeant of Arms will give you one right now so

         12  you can sign it and come forward.

         13                 MS. DIAZ:  Good afternoon, my name is

         14  Andrea Diaz and I am the treasurer of the UPOA,

         15  United Probation Officers Association.  I am here

         16  regarding the bill.  The point that I am trying to

         17  make is that now- a- days probation officers are not

         18  just like social workers sitting behind a desk.  We

         19  are out on the field, more or less we are out on the

         20  field three to five times a week.  Some officers, we

         21  execute warrants.  We are also involved with the

         22  NYPD, different tactics, right now on Halloween,

         23  this was the second year in a row, whereby, officers

         24  went out with the police department, we conducted

         25  over 600 visits and this was for sexual offenders,
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          2  individuals that have committed serious sexual

          3  crimes and are on probation.  They were informed,

          4  they were supposed to stay at home, could not open

          5  the doors to any children. We did surveillance, we

          6  went to their homes, we checked their homes.  Six-

          7  hundred visits were made on that night with PD.  We

          8  also have a high risk unit, whereby domestic

          9  violence cases are followed on, and we definitely

         10  make home visits to the job, to work programs.

         11                 When they are first placed on

         12  probation, these high risk units and like I said,

         13  sexual offenders, we visit them twice a week, and

         14  also after that they are visited on a monthly basis,

         15  once or two or three times.  We also do curfew

         16  checks.  These are all the things that now- a- days

         17  probation officers do.  We no longer just sit behind

         18  the desk.  We are out there with the community, we

         19  have gang intelligence, whereby, recently an arsenal

         20  out in Queens was found when a probation officer

         21  spoke to a probationer and he stated that his father

         22  had guns.  Here was a gang member who was on

         23  probation, and his father had an arsenal of guns.

         24  We found even hand grenades.  The Police Department

         25  went in with us, we made the arrest and everything.
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          2                 So, I hope this bill can pass

          3  because, right now, our present pension bill is one

          4  that we can retire when we are 62. I have a son who

          5  is an NYPD Sergeant, when he retires in nine years,

          6  I will be able to retire in nine years.  I will be

          7  62, and the thing is, we are both out on the field

          8  and involved with the communities and making arrests

          9  and everything.  I do not know how at 62 I will be

         10  doing this, but this is how the bill stands now. We

         11  really desperately need this 25 and 55 bill because

         12  our jobs now are that we go on the field, we go with

         13  firearms, we go with mace, we go with bulletproof

         14  vests, those are how we are prepared to go out, we

         15  go out on the field and we work weekends, we work

         16  evenings, so, it is not just a nine- to- five job,

         17  and sitting behind a desk.              I hope that

         18  you can take all this and thank you very much.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 Is there any other testimony?  Seeing

         22  none, I would recommend an aye vote and I would

         23  request that the clerk, pardon me one second.

         24                 We are going to go into a five minute

         25  recess while we deliberate on these discussions and
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          2  whoever is in Finance can go over for the vote

          3  there.  We will reconvene in five minutes.

          4                 I am calling this hearing back into

          5  session, and while the members come in we will be

          6  entering our votes.

          7                 I am reopening today's session and I

          8  would recommend an aye vote on today's SLRs, and

          9  Preconsidered SLRs as well.  Will the clerk please

         10  call the roll?  One more moment while we get a clerk

         11  in the room.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Aye on all,

         22  and I would like to be added as a sponsor on Agenda

         23  Item Number Four.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 7 in the

          5  affirmative, 0 in the negative, and no abstentions,

          6  all items are adopted. Council Members please sign

          7  the Committee Reports.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  And I will hold

          9  open the vote for other council members who will be

         10  coming in momentarily.

         11                 (Meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m.)
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