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          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: The Committee on

          3  Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International

          4  Intergroup Relations, good morning. My name is

          5  Domenic M. Recchia, Jr., and I'm the Council Member

          6  and Chair of the Committee on Cultural Affairs,

          7  Libraries and International Intergroup Relations.

          8                 It is with great pride that I welcome

          9  you to this hearing. We will be voting on Resolution

         10  No. 804. I would like to thank Council Members Al

         11  Vann and Larry Seabrook for introducing this

         12  important resolution, as well as my Committee staff,

         13  Maria de Pedro, Rick Arbelo and Regina Poreda, for

         14  all of their hard work on this resolution and

         15  hearing.

         16                 We convene today to consider a

         17  resolution in support of the petition filed with the

         18  United States Department of Justice by the Committee

         19  to pardon Jack Johnson, asking for the President to

         20  pardon Mr. Johnson because his conviction was the

         21  result solely of charges reflecting attitudes and

         22  morays that America has long since outgrown.

         23                 Many times during his professional

         24  career Jack Johnson was denied the opportunity to

         25  fight for boxing all around heavyweight championship
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          2  title, because the white champions of that time

          3  refused to give a title shot to a boxer who was

          4  black.

          5                 He eventually became boxing's first

          6  African-American heavyweight champion of the world,

          7  and successfully defending his heavyweight

          8  championship title many times.

          9                 Johnson continued breaking into

         10  racial barriers throughout his life.

         11                 In November 1912, he was arrested on

         12  charges for violating the Man Act and was sentenced

         13  to a year and a day in a federal prison.

         14                 He fled the country to live in exile,

         15  spending several years in Canada and Europe until

         16  1920 when he returned to the United States,

         17  surrendered to federal authorities to serve one-year

         18  sentence imposed.

         19                 We live in a great nation because we

         20  live in a nation where we learn from our mistakes.

         21  This City Council and the City of New York have had

         22  a long and proud tradition of demanding social

         23  justice and respect to human rights.

         24                 We are here today taking the

         25  necessary steps to a right wrong, because we can't
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          2  wait any longer.

          3                 In the case of Jack Johnson, justice

          4  has been delayed, but we are here today considering

          5  a resolution in support of a posthumous presidential

          6  pardon of Jack Johnson to make sure that justice,

          7  although delayed, is not denied.

          8                 I would also like to give any of my

          9  colleagues an opportunity to say a few words on

         10  Resolution Number 804 at this time.

         11                 Council Member Bill Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         13  very much, Mr. Chair, for this opportunity to speak.

         14                 I'm not a member of the Committee, so

         15  if you want me to defer to your members first, then

         16  that's fine.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: That's okay.

         18  We're okay for time, we're going to move --

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay, good.

         20                 I just want to, you know, lend my

         21  voice to the importance of this resolution as a

         22  statement, not only with respect to the injustice

         23  that Jack Johnson experienced, but in terms of a

         24  reminder of a very, very difficult period, a

         25  racially-charged period in our history that can only
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          2  be overcome by acknowledging and trying to repair

          3  the damages that may have been done because of this.

          4                 Jack Johnson, as you know, the law

          5  that came out that he was convicted under was a law

          6  that was basically drawn up because he was involved

          7  in affairs with white women. And that is something

          8  that was in those days perhaps the worst thing that

          9  you could do. And he was flagrant, apparently, about

         10  his relationships with white women, and while they

         11  couldn't beat him in the ring, I guess they decided

         12  to beat him in the bed, and created a law that would

         13  enable them to prosecute him on trumped up charges

         14  of prostitution, and it had nothing really to do

         15  with prostitution, it had to do with his flagrant

         16  relationships with white women. And I think it's

         17  very important, for the record, to note that.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Mr. Jennings.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you,

         20  Chair Recchia.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Hold on. I'm

         22  just going to let my colleague Eric Gioia vote.

         23                 Eric.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I'm sorry to

         25  interrupt. I just wanted to take this opportunity
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          2  to, one, associate myself with the comments of my

          3  esteemed colleague, Bill Perkins, and also to vote

          4  yes on this motion.

          5                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Okay, Mr. Gioia.

          7  Just make sure you see Billy and sign.

          8                 Go ahead, Mr. Jennings.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you,

         10  Mr. Chairman.

         11                 Not many who know the real story of

         12  Jack Johnson. Not only did, was he persecuted

         13  because the fact that he had a relationship with a

         14  white woman, it was because the fact that he gave

         15  hope to black men and black women.

         16                 He was persecuted because the fact

         17  that in the ring he was the number one fighter and

         18  no white man can beat him in the ring.

         19                 And we see that in those times and

         20  these times that often when young black men are

         21  doing good in society, racists try to do everything

         22  they can to destroy the hopes and dreams of that

         23  individual, and not just the hopes and dreams of the

         24  individual but symbolic, because they want to

         25  destroy the hopes and dreams of all young black men.
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          2                 And that this bill is overdue. It

          3  should have been -- this crime against Mr. Jackson

          4  (sic) should never have took place and --

          5                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Johnson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Sorry, Jack

          7  Johnson, should never have took place.

          8                 And in this time, Mr. Johnson, there

          9  was nothing that Mr. Johnson had done wrong to

         10  commit any crime, the District Attorneys and the

         11  politicians in those times, in those days, sat

         12  around in a room, and for days and days and days,

         13  they plotted and plotted and plotted to think of

         14  what can we get on Jack Johnson. What kind of dirt

         15  can we dig up on him. And they plotted and plotted

         16  and couldn't come up with anything. So what they

         17  went and did is create a law just to get him.

         18                 So, we need to remember this,

         19  particularly here in this Black History Month, that

         20  we should make sure that any injustice anywhere is

         21  an injustice to everybody, and we should always

         22  stand up to all injustice, especially when it comes

         23  to injustice which has been rooted in racism, and

         24  especially when it's been rooted in political

         25  corruption.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Would anyone

          4  like to speak on this resolution?

          5                 Okay.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Oh, I vote

          7  aye.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Okay.

          9                 At this time, we'll call the roll.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         11  Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         13                 Oh, I vote aye and add my name to the

         14  Resolution.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         18  the affirmative, none in the negative and no

         19  abstentions, the item has been adopted.

         20                 Council members, please sign the

         21  Committee reports.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Before that, Al

         23  Vann, do you want to say something on your

         24  resolution on Jack Johnson?

         25                 Okay, I mentioned in my opening
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          2  remarks thanking you for putting forward this

          3  resolution.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Chairman.

          6                 Very briefly, I think it's one of the

          7  blotches on American History, on America has been

          8  really the conspiracy that this nation was involved

          9  in against one individual. Jack Johnson arguably was

         10  the greatest fighter, boxer, in the history of

         11  boxing. Arguably. Some might say Mohammad Ali and

         12  that's close, or someone might say Sugar Ray

         13  Robinson, all of that is good territory, but given

         14  the time that he fought and the nature of the game

         15  at that time, one could strongly state that he is

         16  probably the greatest fighter again in the history

         17  of boxing.

         18                 What he is guilty of, the crimes that

         19  he committed is that he dared to act like a man and

         20  demand to be treated as a man at a time when America

         21  treated blacks as if they were indeed inferior.

         22                 And, so, no one could beat him, so

         23  they conspired against him.

         24                 So, a law was enacted, the Man Act,

         25  white slavery act, that this became known, merely to
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          2  target this individual, this man. He dared to date

          3  white women. He dared to marry white women at the

          4  time when, again, we were not supposed to be equal,

          5  we were not supposed to be even, I guess

          6  three-fifths of a man is how they looked at us at

          7  that time.

          8                 This man deserves to be pardoned. I

          9  think America needs to pardon him for its own sake,

         10  and so I'm very pleased to be a part of those of us

         11  who are sponsoring, asking the President to provide

         12  that pardon, although now it would have to be,

         13  obviously, posthumously.

         14                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Vann, for putting this forward. I appreciate your

         17  comments.

         18                 The motion was passed. The resolution

         19  was passed. Everybody please sign on and we'll leave

         20  it open.

         21                 That ends this meeting.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 11:45 a.m.)

         23

         24

         25
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 16th day of February 2005.
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