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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Good morning.

          3  I'm Council Member Berman, Chair of the New York

          4  City Council's Finance Committee.  We have a number

          5  of items before us today, and I know we have a

          6  number of items, it is a question of where I find

          7  the agenda.

          8                 The first thing we're going to do is

          9  the Preconsidered Resolution what so as in the

         10  filing of applications for State Assistance Families

         11  for Municipal Park Projects and Recreational Trails

         12  Projects within the City of New York and assigning

         13  of the associated State contracts under the

         14  appropriate laws of the State of New York.

         15                 Is someone going to testify?  Good

         16  morning, Councilor, how are you?  Would you identify

         17  yourselves, please?

         18                 MR. LAURD:  Good morning.  I am

         19  Joshua Laurd, Chief of Planning for the Department

         20  of Parks.

         21                 MS. CROWLEY:  Good morning.  I am

         22  Elaine Crowley. I'm also with Parks, I'm the Grants

         23  Manager in Planning.

         24                 MR. LAURD:  This is actually a two --

         25                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  So we have done
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          2  several times in the past, every couple of months or

          3  so.

          4                 MR. LAURD:  We have.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Yes.

          6                 MR. LAURD:  With each new round of

          7  grants that require a resolution from the governing

          8  Municipal body.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  So is this

         10  resolution specific as to what it is going to apply

         11  to?

         12                 MR. LAURD:  Yes, indeed.  It is

         13  really a two-for-one resolution that covers two

         14  different grant programs.  The first is a request

         15  to, for authorization to transfer an existing grant,

         16  a Bond Act award to a private non- profit, the

         17  Staten Island Botanical Garden.  A grant that was

         18  awarded in 1998 for the restoration of their pond,

         19  after sort of thinking, considering the project,

         20  they decided they did not have the expertise to

         21  undertake the work themselves and they asked Parks

         22  to take on the project as a capital project.  So

         23  this would provide us with the funds to do that.

         24                 The second component of this

         25  resolution would authorize the Department to apply
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          2  for grants to the State Department of Parks and

          3  Recreation for funding through the Transportation

          4  Equity Act of the 21st Century, their Recreational

          5  Trails Program.  And there are five grants that

          6  we're proposing to submit, excuse me, four grants

          7  that we are proposing to submit. The first would be

          8  along the Bronx River in Bronx Park to upgrade an

          9  existing trail.  The second would be in Alley Pond

         10  Park again, the restoration of an existing nature

         11  trail.  In Forest Park in Queens the restoration of

         12  their Blue Trail, a part of their color coded trail

         13  system throughout the Park.  And then lastly, also

         14  in Queens in Flushing Meadow Park the restoration of

         15  a nature trail around Willow Lake.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:   All right so

         17  we're talking about three Queens, one Bronx, right?

         18                 MR. LAURD:  Correct.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  And the Staten

         20  Island Wetlands Restoration?

         21                 MR. LAURD:  Which is a Bond Act Grant

         22  award that would be transferred from the Gardens to

         23  the Parks Department.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Are there any

         25  questions?  Mr. Robles.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  Joshua, when

          3  was the last time that a similar project took place

          4  in the Borough of Brooklyn? Just an idea, which park

          5  in Brooklyn?

          6                 MR. LAURD:  In terms of Recreational

          7  Trails Program, I'm not certain when the last has

          8  been, and certainly the particularly Prospect Park

          9  has been successful in raising - -

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  For what?

         11                 MR. LAURD:  Particularly Prospect

         12  Park has been successful in raising funds for trail

         13  restoration projects, but not through this

         14  particular program.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  Well that is

         16  my question, I mean - -

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  His question

         18  specifically indicates under this program.

         19                 MR. LAURD:  Under this program I do

         20  not recall the last project in Brooklyn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  Why not?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Well maybe bad

         23  memory or there might not have been.

         24                 MR. LAURD:  It may be bad memory,

         25  certainly not in the past three years that I have
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          2  been with Planning that we have applied for a grant

          3  through this program in Brooklyn.  And I think that

          4  covers two rounds of applications.

          5                 The Prospect Park Alliance is

          6  applying, excuse me, they applied in 1999, and they

          7  are applying now as a private group, so they do not

          8  need to come to the Council for a resolution.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  I think what Mr.

         10  Robles is referring to is that there has been no

         11  governmental initiative on behalf of Brooklyn.  I

         12  mean, and he questions as to how come?

         13                 MR. LAURD:  Many of the projects that

         14  I bring before you today are generated out of the

         15  Boroughs themselves.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  So there is no

         17  objections -             MR. LAURD:  So we have no

         18  objections to do doing applications in the Borough

         19  of Brooklyn.  Our greatest measure of success with

         20  these grant programs is when they are generated

         21  through community groups, non- profit groups that

         22  have the motivation to - -

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Are you saying

         24  that up until now there has been none from Brooklyn?

         25                 MR. LAURD:  We have not received any
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          2  proposal.  We have certainly not rejected any

          3  applications for grants in Brooklyn and nor would

          4  we.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  Let me get on

          6  the fund to raise, Mr. Chairman, because now it just

          7  opened up Pandora's Box. And do not get me wrong,

          8  I'm not saying that at all that you're doing right

          9  or wrong.  It bothers me because where I come from,

         10  my area will never qualify for these grants, they're

         11  limited to parks in Brooklyn.  And when you tell me

         12  that because we have a private group that has the

         13  means to raise money, which I have no problem with,

         14  that money can be used for other purposes that

         15  perhaps the Parks Department is not addressing

         16  either in the budget or what have you, when we have

         17  a possibility that we can use governmental funds,

         18  i.e., the State to do that which private funds are

         19  being done, that is number one.

         20                 And number two, I'm really troubled

         21  with where a private group can do that and bypass us

         22  altogether simply because there is no governmental

         23  subsidies.  And so I only asked the question because

         24  I know Prospect Park is one area.   Let me ask you

         25  this, in terms of Gateway, is that all federal where
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          2  we have no jurisdiction whatsoever?

          3                 MR. LAURD:  Correct.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Yes, it is all

          5  federal.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  So Prospect

          7  Park is the only one that perhaps - -

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  No, Marine Park

          9  as well.

         10                 MR. LAURD:  No, no, there are other

         11  groups, there are other parks that have groups

         12  behind them.  In this case it is not so much that

         13  these groups are raising private money, it is that

         14  they're raising labor.  In the cases of all these

         15  grants the local match requirement is being provided

         16  with labor, not with cash.  The Recreational Trails

         17  Program requires a 20 percent match, it's an 80/20

         18  grant.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  The Marine Park

         20  Environmental Trail - -

         21                 MR. LAURD:  Benefitted from grants,

         22  not through this particular program.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Not this one.

         24                 MR. LAURD:  But did benefit from

         25  grants that were awarded to the project.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            10

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  Okay.  I have

          3  my concern in that, and I repeat, in my area we do

          4  not qualify because we do not have those kinds of

          5  parks within our area.  But if it isn't because we

          6  put money into the budget, a lot of my local parks

          7  would never get done, and so if there is this Park

          8  Alliance, which I'm very supportive of, that has the

          9  means of raising private money, and they need not

         10  use it when they can tap into governmental money,

         11  then probably because they come to us, some things

         12  may be done in my area that normally will not be

         13  done, that is all where I'm coming from.

         14                 MR. LAURD:  I would just point out

         15  that this particular program is oriented towards

         16  trails, recreational trails, not so much towards

         17  types of facilities you would see in neighborhood

         18  parks.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  I understand

         20  that, but when, and again, I'm not in Brooklyn

         21  South, I can only speak for Brooklyn North.

         22  However, I point out Prospect Park as an example,

         23  and then my distinguished Chairman pointed out

         24  another location within Brooklyn South.  If work

         25  needs to be done, and I'm not holding you
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          2  accountable, just again, - -

          3                 MR. LAURD: Understand.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: - -  I'm just

          5  raising the concern that, at least, in Brooklyn

          6  North, if we do not put the money in, it does not

          7  get done.  We even, for example, concerts have to

          8  also put money in, in order to get it done in our

          9  area.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  If it is any

         11  consolation, Mr. Robles, Parks Department were it

         12  not for the Council, the Parks Department has almost

         13  totally abandoned this capital program.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  I understand

         15  that, and what I'm trying to point out is because

         16  there has been in the papers about the Parks

         17  Alliance and what have you, and for some of us, we

         18  welcome them because, fortunate for us, they're the

         19  ones who actually raise the money to get some of the

         20  things done.  I'm trying to point out, however, that

         21  if the Parks Department can apply for similar

         22  programs to do work that, honestly, I believe they

         23  should be doing, and get State funds, then I think

         24  you should do that.  You do not have to rely upon a

         25  private CBO to do it.
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          2                 My argument with the Parks Department

          3  and the current Administration is that for some

          4  reason the mentality is they will take care of

          5  Citywide parks, but local parks, if we do not do it,

          6  they do not do it.  And so I just raised this as a

          7  concern coming from Brooklyn, not that, listen,

          8  Mazel Tov, to my colleagues from Queens and the

          9  Bronx.  It's amazing how here I sit and I constantly

         10  vote on these things from Brooklyn, and I do not

         11  recall in the years that I have been sitting on this

         12  Committee where a Brooklyn park, an application for

         13  Brooklyn, I recall.  And I think I have made my

         14  point.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 MR. LAURD:  We will be happy to more

         17  aggressively pursue applications for various

         18  programs in the North Brooklyn.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  I don't know

         20  that anything will change, I mean, we definitely

         21  feel that there is some geographical discrimination

         22  in this.

         23                 Ms. Wooten.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  Mr. Chair,

         25  I'm not even talking in terms of my area, I'm
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          2  talking in terms of the Borough of Brooklyn.  You

          3  know, using words loosely like motivation, are you

          4  trying to say that the groups are not motivated in

          5  Brooklyn to come up a with proposal to compete with

          6  this process?

          7                 MR. LAURD:  Not at all.  Just that

          8  the grant tours in many cases respond to pressure

          9  from the communities when it comes to making their

         10  award decisions.  And those that shout the loudest,

         11  it seemed to have a better record of success with

         12  the grant tours, that, you know, whatever

         13  information we provide through our agency, whatever

         14  narrative we can provide, whatever arguments we can

         15  provide, the applications are most successful when

         16  they're backed up with letters of support and phone

         17  calls from representatives of the local community.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  Well I would

         19  put it in a category of what you had mentioned early

         20  on, and that was the motivation.  If you're talking

         21  in terms of pressures from the different perspective

         22  good interest groups and so forth, what you're

         23  telling us is that we need to enhance something of

         24  that sort in the Borough of Brooklyn.  You know, I

         25  concur with my colleague, Victor Robles, when you
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          2  talk in terms of these kinds of projects and

          3  Brooklyn the largest Borough, are not able to even

          4  compete, you know, not even talking in terms of the

          5  areas where it is truly needed in Prospect Park, to

          6  me, is an area that served the entire Borough of

          7  Brooklyn and beyond that point that they could not

          8  be in the competitive stage of being a part of this

          9  kind of grant.  Tells me that it leans itself to

         10  groupings, and I do not want to, you know, I'm not

         11  here to debate what group is more interested in one

         12  Borough or another.  But the equalization of this

         13  kind of project to me tells us that, at least, we

         14  are in the process, and then when you said that they

         15  had applied in 1999 and that they do not have to

         16  come back before us.

         17                 MR. LAURD:  Private groups do not

         18  need a resolution from the Council in order to

         19  submit an application.  Any private group within an

         20  endorsement from an agency, from the property owner

         21  I should say, if it were a proposal from a private

         22  group to do a project on public park land, they

         23  would certainly need some letter of endorsement from

         24  the property owner.  But this program, in

         25  particular, is not limited to municipal agencies,
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          2  private groups are eligible to apply.

          3                 And if a group did apply for a

          4  project on its own property, it would not need any

          5  permission from anyone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  I know how

          7  aggressively this Council is about parks, and how we

          8  fight, we really fight real hard to get our parks in

          9  shape, because that is the life of our communities

         10  during the summer months that most of our families

         11  live in those perspective parks.

         12                 But, Mr. Chair, Mr. Chair, you know

         13  I'm going to stop, - -

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Yes, Ma'am.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: - -  you know

         16  while I'm ahead.  But I think there needs to be a

         17  discussion from the Borough of Brooklyn on how we

         18  are perceiving this as a body.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Apparently,

         20  you're right.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  In acceptance

         22  of the answer that we got as to how this whole

         23  process takes place.  And if it means yelling, if

         24  the people who yell the loudest, I can get a group

         25  of people together to yell louder than any other
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          2  Borough in the City of New York.

          3                 MR. LAURD:  I have no doubt.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Ms. Wooten, I

          5  never had any doubt that you can yell.

          6                 MR. LAURD:  We have had a number of

          7  successful partnerships with groups in Brooklyn,

          8  particularly last year in applying for a grant for

          9  Fort Greene Park, and there was a tremendous amount

         10  of support from the community, and that in the end,

         11  the State decided not to award any money to that

         12  project.  And it really points to a problem Upstate,

         13  which is at the best source of - -

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Because it is

         15  not a park on the same scale as one of the other

         16  major parks.

         17                 MR. LAURD:  There was no explanation

         18  offered with their rejection, but in general I would

         19  say that, particularly with the State the

         20  Environmental Bond Act of 1996 is the grant that is,

         21  program out there that is best suited to fund

         22  projects in neighborhood parks, playgrounds,

         23  athletic fields and lawns, and the City in all five

         24  boroughs has had not been able to bring a

         25  proportional share, a fair share funding down from
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          2  the State.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  I'm going to

          4  be like my colleague, to say to you, I'm not getting

          5  in any debate over Borough by Borough, but we got

          6  the same type of park in Brooklyn that Staten Island

          7  has, and I see what they're getting, et cetera, and

          8  we're kind of proud of those larger pieces of our

          9  parks in the Borough of Brooklyn.  And I would be

         10  remiss if it didn't bother me the fact that I'm a

         11  representative coming from the Borough of Brooklyn

         12  and that you're telling me that I have got to go

         13  back and motivate, I'm just using that as an

         14  example, you don't have to get excited about my just

         15  using you as an example, but I have got to go back

         16  and motivate Brooklyn and let it be known to them

         17  that we got to start yelling the loudest.

         18                 And that is why it comes to mind one

         19  other concept, it is not always people who live

         20  outside certain boroughs are concerned about what is

         21  going in their boroughs.  We may not have the good

         22  interest groups who reside in the Borough of

         23  Brooklyn, but we do have need and concerns in those

         24  parts of town.  And if we're going to make up the

         25  City of New York then we're going to have to
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          2  occasionally have to work outside that Borough to

          3  enhance other boroughs so that we look good in the

          4  City of New York.  And I only say that as much as

          5  say to you that maybe you need to enlighten the

          6  Borough of Delegation, Brooklyn Borough Delegation

          7  on how we can become competitive in the same area

          8  that our outer boroughs are not withstanding or

          9  taking anything away from them, because I do not

         10  think that there is enough - -

         11                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  I think this is

         12  something I would should logically - -

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  But we need

         14  to share it.

         15                 MR. LAURD:  It certainly is not a

         16  competition between the boroughs, it's really a

         17  competition between the city and the state.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  All right this

         19  is an item that the Brooklyn Delegation can deal

         20  with.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  Well it's

         22  beginning to look like its a Borough competition if

         23  you're not mentioning Brooklyn in any way.

         24                 MR. LAURD:  Not at all, we're happy

         25  to apply for Brooklyn.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  All right, we

          3  can continue.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Mr.

          5  Chairman, if I may?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Mr. Spigner.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Any resident

          8  of Brooklyn is more than welcome to come across the

          9  Jackie Robinson or whatever land or mass

         10  transportation and utilize the facilities, these

         11  facilities belong to the people of the City of New

         12  York.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Mr. Spigner, I

         14  want you to know that - -

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  But I do not

         16  want to go to Alley Pond.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Okay.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  I want to

         19  stay in Brooklyn. I would like to stay in Brooklyn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Okay.  Mr.

         21  Chairman, Mr. Chairman, - -

         22                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Ladies and

         23  gentlemen, excuse me, I appreciate this geographical

         24  niceties that are going on.  It is a very, very

         25  warming, - -
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Just one

          3  question?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: - -  but, you

          5  know, let's get on with the work.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  May I

          7  question, Mr. Chairman?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  You certainly

          9  can.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  I see Willow

         11  Lake, that is in Flushing Meadow Park.

         12                 MR. LAURD:  Correct.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Well what

         14  kind of trail is this going to be in Flushing Meadow

         15  Park?

         16                 MR. LAURD:  It's an existing trail

         17  that surrounds the lake which has become over time,

         18  I don't think it was originally this way, but a sort

         19  of a natural area with grasses and birds and so

         20  forth.  And this project would simply rebuild that

         21  trail.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  A natural

         23  area around Willow Lake.  I do not go there that

         24  often, but I have been around the lake a couple of

         25  times, I have never noticed any kind of nature trail
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          2  concept there.

          3                 MR. LAURD:  It's there.  It is there,

          4  it's - -

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Mr. Spigner, as

          6  we get older we don't see as well.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  I

          8  understand.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Speak for

         10  yourself.

         11                 MR. LAURD:  It's there.  It's

         12  neglected and it is a sight that has been neglected

         13  over the years.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  It circles

         15  the entire lake?

         16                 MR. LAURD:  No, I do not believe it

         17  circles the entire lake.  It is approximately 1,800

         18  feet long winding around a portion of Willow Lake.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Okay.

         20                 MR. LAURD:  It meanders from a

         21  playground to a bridge.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Okay.  And

         23  what can we expect to find in this nature trail?

         24                 MR. LAURD:  You will find that it is

         25  surrounded by wetland grasses, wetland plants,
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          2  trees, and I suppose if you're a birder, you will

          3  find it has a rich habitat of various species of

          4  birds.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  I will take

          6  a look.  Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Mr. Spigner, I

          8  assume you will come back to the Council and fully

          9  report about the bird watching?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  I would be

         11  more than happy to, Mr. Chair.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Thank you.  Mr.

         13  O'Donovan, who felt that Staten Island was

         14  incompetently represented in this debate, has asked

         15  to ask a question.  Mr. O'Donovan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN:  The match

         17  on Staten Island, what is that all about?  It is

         18  $335,000, right?

         19                 MR. LAURD:  Correct.  The program

         20  from which this funding comes, the Environmental

         21  Bond Act of 1996, is a 50/50 matching program.  So

         22  they have put up, the State would put up 50 percent

         23  of the project funds and the local municipality

         24  would have to put up the other 50 percent.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN:  That is
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          2  us.

          3                 MR. LAURD:  That is you, right.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN:  So they

          5  put up $335,000, and we're going to put up the same.

          6                 MR. LAURD: Correct.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN:  Okay, very

          8  good.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  All right, are

         10  there any other questions?  Thank God.  All right,

         11  you know, this was truly an enlightening parks

         12  debate.  I want to thank both of you very much, we

         13  can proceed.

         14                 We have one Land Use Item, which I

         15  would like to call now.

         16                 MR. LAURD:  Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  This is Land Use

         18  906, partial tax exemption.  Hi, how are you?  Could

         19  you identify yourself, please?

         20                 MR. PECHEFSKY:  Good morning.  I'm

         21  David Pechefsky from City Council Finance.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Good morning,

         23  Sir.

         24                 MR. PECHEFSKY:  If you would please

         25  refer to the memo from myself to Chairman Berman you
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          2  will see on page 2 that there is one Land Use Item

          3  up for partial tax exemption from real property

          4  taxes.  It is Land Use 906, which is a Storeworks

          5  program at 420 Lennox Avenue.  It is in the Borough

          6  of Manhattan in Council Member Perkins' District.

          7  There is one building, five residential units, one

          8  retail storefront, it is a 20- year exemption.

          9  First year exempt amount of $9,800, total amount of

         10  $174,000.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Are there any

         12  questions?  You don't have the, did you distribute

         13  the report?

         14                 MR. PECHEFSKY:  Yes, it should be

         15  there.  Let me give you a copy.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Victor, here.

         17  Here, here is three.  Anybody else want a report?

         18  Having waited a moment for the members to acquaint

         19  themselves with the issue, are there any questions?

         20                 Mr. Perkins has reviewed this with

         21  you?

         22                 MR. PECHEFSKY:  Yes, he approves of

         23  this item.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Okay, thank you

         25  very much.
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          2                 MR. PECHEFSKY:  Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  All right, we

          4  have two, we also have two Preconsidered Resolutions

          5  which essentially begin the local law- making

          6  process for the establishment of two proposed BIDs.

          7  One is the proposed Kingsbridge BID in the Bronx,

          8  and the other is the proposed 86th Street Bay Ridge

          9  BID in Brooklyn.  The resolution set March 28th as a

         10  date that this Committee will take up the two local

         11  laws to establish the BIDs.

         12                 For those of you who do not recall

         13  the process, or for those of you new to this

         14  Committee, at that time we will hear all those who

         15  may be affected by the establishment of the BIDs who

         16  wish to speak.  We will then adjourn until a

         17  statutory objection period has run before we

         18  actually act on the local laws.

         19                 So for the sake of the members, this

         20  starts the process on these two BIDs.  DBS is here.

         21  George, do you want to come up and beguile us with

         22  your wit?  Or in the alternative, you can just

         23  testify.

         24                 Now, before we go, for a long period

         25  of time there have been no BID applications that
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          2  came before this Committee. Apparently now the,

          3  whatever reason for the delay, there are now four

          4  BID applications pending, two of them have risen to

          5  come before our Committee today for the setting of a

          6  date.  The reason that these two BIDs are now

          7  proceeding is that they have either competently or

          8  vigilantly, both of them, and they're to be

          9  commended for having done it, met all of the

         10  requirements for notification, and DBS, I assume is

         11  pleased that their outreach is sufficient so as to

         12  warrant dealing with the issue and setting it down

         13  for a hearing.

         14                 Am I correct, George?

         15                 MR. GLATTER:  Absolutely correct.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Okay, you should

         17  know that we have made an issue in the past over

         18  failure to reach out to the community to advise the

         19  community that there is a BID application pending.

         20  So when they, in fact, do the job that they're

         21  supposed to do, we're pleased and that meets the

         22  requirements that we have set down in our prior

         23  hearings on the subject.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  Question.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Victor.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  You said that

          3  there is four pending, we have two now.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Two of them have

          5  risen to the point where they can now come before

          6  us, the other two have not yet completed or not

          7  satisfactorily completed the process for

          8  notification.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  Are those the

         10  only total pending, or are there others?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Are there any

         12  other pending besides these four?

         13                 MR. GLATTER:  Well we're always

         14  working with other groups, but these are the four

         15  that have reached the point where they're in the

         16  formal approval process.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  So the other

         18  two are in what areas?

         19                 MR. GLATTER:  The other two, one is

         20  East Mid Manhattan, which stretches kind from 62nd

         21  Street down to 49th Street on the East Side of

         22  Manhattan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  And the

         24  second one, and the other one?

         25                 MR. GLATTER:  And the other one is

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            28

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  Yorkville, 86th Street in Manhattan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  All of them

          4  are in Manhattan.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  All right, from

          6  what I have been advised the Yorkville Project seems

          7  to have been, has now reached a point where they

          8  have accepted that there is an acceptable outreach.

          9  City Planning has asked the East Manhattan BID to do

         10  more outreach, which is the reason for that delay.

         11                 MR. GLATTER:  Right, which they have

         12  actually completed at this point.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Oh, they have

         14  also, that I assume that we will be able to deal

         15  with both of them soon.

         16                 MR. GLATTER:  Yes.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Okay, Ms.

         18  Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND:  Thank you,

         20  Mr. Chairman. The question was asked as to whether

         21  the BIDs had done adequate outreach.  I just wanted

         22  to comment on the Kingsbridge BID, which is in front

         23  of us today.  Their outreach has been so enormous

         24  and punctilious, so- to- speak, in making sure that

         25  every "i"  was dotted and every "t" was crossed, I
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          2  have participated with the group, and we have

          3  reached outside of the City and outside of the

          4  State, actually, to get hold of property owners and

          5  there has been an enormous education to both the

          6  property owners and the merchants. This has been a

          7  long time in the birthing of this BID, and I want to

          8  really commend them.  They were commended, and two

          9  of the members are here, the two leaders are here

         10  today, Janet Glovener and Bruce Feld.  They were

         11  given the highest compliments by the City Planning

         12  Commission on the work product that they produced.

         13                 So I just ask you now any way that

         14  this can be expedited and we can move forward, is

         15  something that the entire community has been looking

         16  forward to for many years.

         17                 MR. GLATTER:  I totally agree with

         18  you, an outstanding job of outreach has been.

         19  Though we say there is never too much outreach, I

         20  think that Bruce and Janet have really reached the

         21  point where enough already.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND:  We agree,

         23  it's time to implement.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Are there any

         25  other questions? Mr. Michels.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Yes, I'm

          3  being a neighboring Council District to mine, I want

          4  to reiterate what June has had to say.  And knowing

          5  Bruce Feld, and I don't think we have met, maybe we

          6  have some time, but I think it is extremely

          7  important.  And I know how wonderful these districts

          8  can be to some of the communities like my community

          9  and June's community.  And I would ask also that it

         10  would be expedited, I think, knowing the Kingsbridge

         11  area very well, that it would be a boon to the

         12  Kingsbridge area to have this BID.  And I would add

         13  my comments in favor of it.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Mr. Michels, I

         15  want to thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  I want to

         17  thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Are there any

         19  other questions, any other comments?

         20                 MR. GLATTER:  Well I would like to

         21  read a short statement just to make sure that we

         22  follow the law completely.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  You know I'm

         24  very much in favor of following the law, completely.

         25                 MR. GLATTER:  DBS supports the City
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          2  Council Resolutions setting the date, time and place

          3  for the public hearings concerning the establishment

          4  of the 86th Street Bay Ridge Business Improvement

          5  District in the Borough of Brooklyn, and the

          6  Kingsbridge Business Improvement District in the

          7  Borough of the Bronx.

          8                 DBS will arrange for the publication

          9  of summaries of City Council's Resolutions at least

         10  once in the City Record, the 86th Bay Ridge and the

         11  Kingsbridge District Management Associations will

         12  arrange the mailings of summaries of these

         13  resolutions as required by the BID Law.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Thank you very

         16  much.  Any other questions?  All right, ladies and

         17  gentleman, having heard this testimony and having

         18  listened to whatever we had to listen to, we have to

         19  now vote.  We are voting on the coupled items, which

         20  include the Land Use Item, the two BID applications,

         21  and the parks applications to the Resolution to the

         22  State.

         23                 May we have a roll call?

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Berman.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Spigner.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Foster.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Michels.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Eisland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND:  Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  O'Donovan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Wooten.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Robles.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES:  Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  McCaffrey.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Koslowitz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ:  Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ:  Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  The vote

         23  stands at 11 in the affirmative, and is still open.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Please sign the

         25  report.
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          2                 And I want to thank everybody for

          3  that stuffing display of legislative integrity.

          4                 We are adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 11:20 a.m.)
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