
Staff:
Meagan Chen, Counsel 

Guillermo Patino, Counsel
Jose Conde, Legislative Policy Analyst

Sarah Gastelum, Legislative Financial Analyst

[image: image1.png]



THE COUNCIL
Committee Report of the Infrastructure Division

Matt Gewolb, Legislative Director

Edward Atkin, Deputy Director, Infrastructure Division
Committee on Housing and Buildings

Jumaane D. Williams, Chair

PROPOSED INT. NO. 750-A:
By Council Members Kallos, Cabrera, Constantinides and Rosenthal
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring landlords to distribute voter registration forms
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE: 
Amends section 27-2005.
INT. NO. 1133:
By Council Members Vacca, Rose, Chin and Ulrich
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the denial of building permits where outstanding charges are owed to the city
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE: 
Adds sections 28-105.1.2 and 28-105.5.2.
Introduction


On March 23, 2017, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Jumaane D. Williams, will hold a hearing to consider Int. No. 393, Proposed Int. No. 750-A and Int. No. 1133.  The Committee expects to receive testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings (DOB), the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD), housing advocates, legal service providers, members of the real estate industry, and other interested members of the public.
Proposed Int. No. 750-A
Proposed Int. No. 750-A would require apartment owners to provide a voter registration form to each new tenant signing an apartment lease.  The form would be provided at the time that the lease is provided for signing.  Apartment owners may provide assistance in completing the form if they wish, and may also mail the form to the Board of Elections.  The registration forms provided would be in English unless otherwise requested by the tenant.  This legislation takes effect 30 days after enactment.
Int. No. 1133
As of November 2015, 1,456,919 summonses were issued, and $1,578,812,909 for unpaid Environmental Control Board judgments was owed to the city, including interest.
 Int. No. 1133 would forbid the issuance of a building permit for a property where $25,000 or more in unpaid charges are owed to the city or where the owners of such property owe, in aggregate, $25,000 or more in unpaid charges to the city.  
Int. No. 1133 provides certain exceptions, such as where the permit would be required to correct a dangerous condition.  
This legislation takes effect 120 days after enactment.
Proposed Int. No. 750-A

By Council Members Kallos, Cabrera, Constantinides and Rosenthal

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring landlords to distribute voter registration forms.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 27-2005 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision e to read as follows:
e. (1) An owner of a multiple dwelling shall furnish to each tenant signing a vacancy lease an English-language New York state voter registration form. At such a tenant’s request at the time of signing a vacancy lease, an owner shall furnish a Spanish-, Chinese-, Korean-, or Bengali-language New York state voter registration form to such tenant within ten days. For the purposes of this subdivision, the term “vacancy lease” has the meaning given in section 2520.6 of title 9 of the official compilation of the codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York. 

(2) An owner of a multiple dwelling may provide assistance in completing a voter registration form distributed pursuant to this subdivision, if so requested. An owner may transmit any completed form that was distributed pursuant to this subdivision to the board of elections. If doing so, such owner shall transmit such form within two weeks of the receipt of such completed form, but in no event after the last day for registration to vote in an upcoming citywide election unless such completed form is received on or after such day. 

§ 2. This local law shall take effect 30 days after enactment.
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Int. No. 1133

By Council Members Vacca, Rose, Chin and Ulrich

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the denial of building permits where outstanding charges are owed to the city

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Article 105 of title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 28-105.1.2 to read as follows:

§ 28-105.1.2 Denial of permits for certain arrears. The commissioner shall not issue a permit for a property if $25,000 or more in covered arrears is owed to the city with respect to such property or if the owners of such property owe, in aggregate, $25,000 or more in covered arrears to the city. For the purposes of this section, the term “covered arrears” means any of the following:

1.
Unpaid fines, civil penalties or judgments entered by a court of competent jurisdiction or the environmental control board pursuant to chapter 2 of this title or chapter 2 of title 28 of the administrative code;

2.
Unpaid and past due fees or other charges lawfully assessed by the commissioner;

3.
Unpaid and past due fees or liens related to repairs performed by or on behalf of the department of housing preservation and development pursuant to section 27-2125, 27-2127 or 27-2153 of the housing maintenance code;

4.
Property tax arrears owed to the city; and

5.
Unpaid and past due sewer rents, sewer surcharges and water rents, and the interest and charges thereon, as such terms are defined by section 11-301 of the administrative code.

Exceptions:

1.
The commissioner may issue a permit for a property if the applicant certifies and demonstrates to the satisfaction of the commissioner that binding agreements are in force collectively requiring payment of all covered arrears owed by the owners of such property. If the department determines that there is a failure to comply with any such agreement, the commissioner may, after providing notice to the applicant, suspend or revoke such permit pursuant to section 28-105.10 of the administrative code.

2.
The commissioner may issue a permit for a property where the issuance of such permit is necessary to correct an outstanding violation of this code, the housing maintenance code or any other applicable provisions of law or rule or where the commissioner determines that issuance of such permit is necessary to perform work to protect public health and safety.

3.
The commissioner may issue a permit for a portion of a property occupied by a tenant who is not an owner of such property or responsible for any covered arrears owed with respect to such property.


§ 2. Article 105 of title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 28-105.5.2 to read as follows:

§ 28-105.5.2 Owner statement. All applications for permits shall include a certification by the owner of the property for which the permit is sought stating the following:

1.
A statement as to whether $25,000 or more in covered arrears are owed to the city with respect to such property;

2.
A statement as to whether the owners of the property owe, in aggregate, $25,000 or more in covered arrears to the city;

2.
For each owner of the property:

2.1. The person’s full name and business address;

2.2. A list of properties in the city for which the person owes covered arrears to the city and, for each such property, the amount of such covered arrears owed; and

2.3. A list of properties in the city for which the person is an owner.

§ 28-105.5.2.1 Audit. The commissioner shall each year, in consultation with the department of finance and each other appropriate city agency, audit at least 25 percent of the statements submitted under section 28-105.5.2.


§ 3. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the commissioner of buildings may take such measures as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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� NYC Department of Finance, “FY 2015 Annual Local Law 11 Report on Environmental Control Board (ECB) – Adjudicated Judgments Referred to NYC Department of Finance (DOF)”, https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/finance/downloads/pdf/15pdf/local_law11_fy15_ecb_annual_report.pdf
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