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PROPOSED INT. NO. 199-A:                       
By Council Members Brewer, Comrie, Foster, James, Mark-Viverito, Palma, Recchia Jr., Sanders Jr., Seabrook, Vacca, Vann, Mendez, Gerson, Nelson, Koppell, Reyna, Lappin, Arroyo, Martinez, Gonzalez, Yassky, Mealy, Garodnick, Jackson and The Public Advocate (Ms. Gotbaum).
TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to modifying Department of Transportation performance measures in an effort to help reduce traffic congestion and promote high performance modes citywide. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 19-180 to subchapter three of chapter one of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.
INTRODUCTION


On May 9, 2008, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 199-A.  Proposed Int. No. 199-A would add a new section 19-180 to subchapter three of chapter one of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.

BACKGROUND
According to the Preliminary Fiscal 2008 Mayor’s Management Report, the New York City Department of Transportation’s (“DOT”) “Key Public Service Areas” or objectives are to: 1) ensure the safety of motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists traveling in New York City; 2) improve traffic mobility and reduce congestion throughout the City; 3) rehabilitate and maintain the City’s bridges; 4) rehabilitate and maintain the City’s streets, sidewalks and highways; and 5) encourage the use of mass transit and alternative modes of transportation.
  In the same report, various performance indicators, accompanied by percentage changes from fiscal years 2005 to 2007, are presented to demonstrate DOT’s effectiveness in implementing the above-mentioned objectives.

However, although reducing congestion and encouraging the use of mass transit and other modes of transportation are DOT objectives, the Mayor’s Management Report does not contain many performance indicators which would allow the public and DOT to track its performance in these areas.  Proposed Int. No. 199-A would create new performance indicators which would help DOT assess and reduce the amount of traffic on transportation infrastructure and promote transportation modes, other than the automobile, citywide and within each borough.  
ANALYSIS

Section one of Proposed Int. No. 199-A would set forth the Council’s declaration of legislative findings and intent.

Section two of Proposed Int. No. 199-A would amend subchapter three of chapter one of title nineteen of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-180 entitled “Performance indicators.”  Subdivision a would define various terms used in the bill.  Paragraph one would define “Bicycle screen lines” as locations where bicycles are ridden, including, but not limited to greenways, roadways and bridge crossings.  Paragraph two would define “Borough screen lines” as locations where roadways cross between boroughs.  Paragraph three would define “City screen lines” as locations where roadways enter the city.  Paragraph four would define “High performance modes” as a form of surface transportation other than automobiles, which includes buses, ferries, bicycling and walking, that more efficiently uses roadways and waterways to move people.  Paragraph five would define “Key corridors” as major arterial roadways where changes in street operations, such as lane reapportionments, lane reconfigurations, significant adjustments in traffic and parking regulations and changes in traffic signal timing have been completed, are being completed or are being studied.
Subdivision b of Proposed Int. No. 199-A would require DOT to develop and monitor performance indicators that will assist in assessing and reducing the amount of traffic on transportation infrastructure and promote high performance modes citywide and within each borough.  Subdivision b also lists such performance indicators to be included.  Paragraph one of subdivision b would require indicators regarding vehicle volume data at city screen lines, borough screen line and river crossings.  Paragraph two of subdivision b would require indicators regarding vehicle volume data and other data where appropriate, including but not limited to vehicle speed, bus speed and ridership, pedestrian, bicycle and crash data, on key corridors.

Paragraph three of subdivision b would require indicators regarding vehicle speed data, which would be determined using available global positioning systems data.  Paragraph four would require indicators regarding bicycle volume data based on bicycle screen lines and paragraph five would require indicators regarding ferry volume data based upon information on ridership from city-operated and private ferry services.

Subdivision c would provide that the performance indicators developed pursuant to new section 19-180 be measured and reported citywide and by borough by DOT and submitted in a written report to the council and mayor by November 1st of each following calendar year.  Where such report provides information about a key corridor, such report would be required to provide performance indicators before and after construction or project implementation.  Such report would also be required to include information for each indicator from the prior calendar year and would describe departmental assessments about the projects where appropriate.

Subdivision d would provide that all reports required to be submitted pursuant to subdivision c of this section be made available on DOT’s official website within seven days of each such submission.


Section three of this legislation would provide that this bill would take effect immediately, except for the reporting of information required pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 2, 3, and 4 of subdivision b of new section 19-180, which would take effect on January 1, 2009.
� Preliminary Fiscal 2008 Mayor’s Management Report.
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