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Introduction

On Tuesday, December 15, 2015, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer, and the Committee on Immigration, chaired by Council Member Carlos Menchaca, will conduct an oversight hearing on IDNYC and the Cultural Institutions Group (CIG).  Witnesses invited to testify include the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA), the Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs (MOIA), the Mayor’s Office of Operations, the Human Resources Administration (HRA), CIG member institutions, the City’s three public library systems, borough presidents, community based organizations and advocates representing members of the City’s immigrant population.
Background
The New York City Council created IDNYC, a free identification card, in the spring of 2014 to provide every New York City resident the opportunity to obtain legitimate government-issued photo identification.
 The program was established pursuant to Local Law 35 of 2014 (“Local Law 35”).
 Under the IDNYC program, every New York City resident can obtain an IDNYC, regardless of race, color, creed, age, national origin, alienage or citizenship status, gender, sexual orientation, disability, marital status, partnership status, any lawful source of income, housing status, status as a victim of domestic violence or status as a victim of sex offenses or stalking, or conviction or arrest record.
 
Pursuant to Local Law 35, IDNYC is recognized by City agencies,
 including the New York City Police Department.
 The law also requires HRA, the administering agency, to work to promote acceptance of the card by banks and other public and private institutions, although many of these entities are not legally required to accept the card.
 The program is also required to expand benefits associated with the card;
 currently, various private institutions have agreed to offer IDNYC card holders a variety of discounts and benefits.
 Such benefits include discounts at movie theaters and at local Food Bazaar supermarkets; discounts at certain health and sports facilities, as well as prescription drug discounts at many pharmacies throughout the City.
 Finally, the IDNYC program has partnered with 33 of the City’s leading cultural institutions to grant cardholders free one-year membership.
 
The IDNYC program was created to respond to the needs of individuals and communities that were unable to obtain identification and fully participate in and take advantage of services and institutions in the City. One such community considered in establishing the program is immigrants: in 2010, it was estimated that there were 500,000 undocumented immigrants living in New York City.
 Some of these individuals lack documents proving their identity, while others have only consular identification cards,
 driver’s licenses and birth certificates issued by their countries of origin.
 For individuals trying to access basic services, these documents are sometimes deemed unacceptable forms of identification.
 
Program Launch 
On January 12, 2015, the de Blasio Administration launched the IDNYC program.
 IDNYC is managed by HRA,
 with the aid of MOIA and the Mayor’s Office of Operations.
 HRA administers the enrollment centers and the application process in addition to conducting eligibility reviews and application approval.
 MOIA works with HRA to “identify and implement measures, including but not limited to staff training, community outreach, and language assistance tools, to address the needs of limited English proficient individuals in the administration of the New York [C]ity identity card program.”
 Lastly, the Mayor’s Office of Operations helps to ensure communication and coordination between the various agencies involved in the IDNYC program.
 After advocacy from the Council, the Administration allocated approximately $8 million in Fiscal Year 2015 for the implementation of the program.
 The initial allocation included funds for, among other key components, advertisement and staffing.
 The Council then advocated for an additional $5 million, which has was included by the Administration to increase the program’s resources.

The IDNYC card displays the cardholder’s photograph, name, date of birth, address and expiration date. At the cardholder’s discretion, the card may also display the applicant’s self-identified gender, emergency contact and organ donor status.
 Under the law, those without a permanent address, as well as domestic violence survivors, can make arrangements to provide a care/of address.
  New Yorkers can make an appointment to process their application at any of the program’s 12 enrollment centers or pop-up locations
 by accessing the IDNYC website
 or by calling 311.
 On the day of the appointment, applicants must present sufficient documents to prove identity and residency requirements.
 
Cultural Institutions Group

In September 2014, Mayor Bill de Blasio announced that, for calendar year 2015, IDNYC cardholders are eligible for a free one-year membership package at 33 of the City’s leading cultural institutions, namely the Cultural Institutions Group
, which includes world class museums, performing arts centers, concert halls, botanical gardens, and zoos in all five boroughs.
 The membership packages are comparable to each institution’s standard one-year membership package and provides IDNYC cardholders with a range of benefits including free, or discounted admission, as well as access to special events, museum shops and neighborhood businesses.

This offer is available to all IDNYC cardholders through December 31, 2015. The membership term is for one-year from the date the individual signs up with a member of the CIG. The free membership package is not available to existing members of a participating institution or to individuals whose membership has lapsed since January 1, 2012. However, existing or recently lapsed members of an institution can use their IDNYC to obtain free membership at all other participating institutions. Some institutions may not offer memberships to cardholders under the age of 18.
Conclusion

As the free one-year CIG membership offer will expire on December 31st of this year, the Committees seek an update on the New Yorkers that have taken advantage of the offer, including the number of members and their zip codes, or other relevant demographic information. The Committees also seek information on whether IDNYC cardholders are repeat or one-time visitors to the various CIG member institutions and whether they engaged in programming after signing-up for membership. Finally, the Committees would like to know what, if any, next steps will be taken to promote the IDNYC program as it relates to cultural institutions.
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